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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Executive Department, State House,

Boston, June 15, 1943.

Honorable Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of the Commonwealth,
State House, Boston.

Sir:— I, Leverett Saltonstall, by virtue of and in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Forty-eighth Amendment
to the Constitution, ''The Referendum II, Emergency Meas-
ures", do declare that in my opinion, the immediate preser-

vation of the pubHc peace, health, safety, or convenience
requires that the law passed on the sixth day of May in the
year nineteen hundred and forty-three entitled, "An Act
relative to the furnishing of ballot boxes to cities and towns
for election purposes" should take effect forthwith, that it

is an emergency law and that the facts constituting the

emergency are as follows

:

Because it is necessary to provide ballot boxes for certain

new voting precincts in which elections will be held in 1943
and war priority regulations make it difficult and slow to

obtain the necessary metals for their construction.

Very truly yours,

Leverett Saltonstall,
Governor of the Commonwealth.

Office of the Secretary, Boston, June 15, 1943.

I hereby certify that the accompanying statement was
filed in this office by His Excellency the Governor of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts at twelve o'clock and two
minutes, p.m., on the above date, and in accordance with
Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Constitution

said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter two hun-
dred and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-

three.

F. W. Cook,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Chap. 24:1 An Act relating to the quality of coal sold or offered
FOR SALE IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

prTfmbiT^ Whereas, Because the serious shortage of fuel oil and the

necessary conversion to the use of coal by persons using oil

for heating purposes may result in an immediate shortage

of coal and the sale of inferior grades of coal in the common-
wealth, therefore this act is hereby declared to be an emer-
gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the

public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Edo.gl'"^' Section 1. Chapter ninety-four of the General Laws is

§ 248, etc., hereby amended by striking out section two hundred and
amen e .

forty-cight, as most recently amended by section fourteen of

chapter two hundred and sixty-one of the acts of nineteen
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hundred and thirty-nine, and inserting in place thereof the
following section : — Section 248. Whoever violates any pro- Penalty for

vision of sections two hundred and forty to two hundred and offences.

forty-seven, inclusive, if no other penalty is provided therein,

or of a rule or regulation made under section two hundred
and thirty-nine A, or fails to comply with any request for

information or direction made under authority of sections

two hundred and forty, two hundred and forty-one, two
hundred and forty-four to two hundred and forty-six, inclu-

sive, or gives a false answer to any such request, shall be
punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars; and who-
ever is guilty of fraud or deceit as to the weighing, selling

or delivering of coke, charcoal or coal, or whoever, by him-
self, or by his servant, agent or employee, sells or delivers

or attempts to sell or deliver coal which is short in weight
or which contains an unreasonable amount of shale, slate,

rock or other foreign substance or which produces an exces-

sive amount of non-combustible residue, including ash, shall

be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars

or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.

The director of standards and necessaries of life and local

sealers of weights and measures shall cause sections two
hundred and forty to two hundred and forty-nine, inclusive,

and rules and regulations made under section two hundred
and thirty-nine A, to be enforced.

Section 2. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby further g. l. (Xer.

amended by striking out section two hundred and forty-nine f 249E^
E, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and insert- amended.

ing in place thereof the following section :— Section 249E. Placing, etc.,

Whoever, by himself, or by his servant, agent or employee, substaJfcL in

in placing or packing coal in any basket, bag, sack or other ''°^^-

receptacle, places or causes to be placed therein any foreign Penalty.

substance, or sells, or exposes or offers for sale, or has in his

custody or possession with intent to sell, coal placed or

packed in a basket, bag, sack or other receptacle containing

an unreasonable amount of any foreign substance or produc-
ing an excessive amount of non-combustible residue, includ-

ing afeh, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
year, or both.

Section 3. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby further g. l. (Ter.

amended by inserting after section two hundred and forty- f249Et^
,"''''

nine E, as so appearing, the following section:

—

Section added.

249Ey2. It shall be presumed in a prosecution under sec-
non-combus-^

tion two hundred and forty-eight or section two hundred and tibie residue

forty-nine E that the non-combustible residue, including ash, regXted.

is excessive if a test, as determined by the current standard
method of tests for sampling and analysis for coal and coke
as pubhshed by the American Society for Testing Materials

and designated as D 271, with the year of publication, pro-

duces non-combustible residue, including ash, in excess of the

following percentages

:
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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 94,

§ 249F, etc.

amended.

Enforcement
of act.

Trade Term.

Broken .

Egg
Stove
Chestnut
Pea

Maximum
Non-Combustible

Residue,
including Ash
(Dry Basis)
(Per Cent).

12.5
12.5
13.5
14.0
15 5

Section 4. Section two hundred and forty-nine F of said

chapter ninety-four, as amended by section seventeen of

chapter two hundred and sixty-one of the acts of nineteen
hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by strik-

ing out in the fourth line the words "the five preceding
sections", — and inserting in place thereof the words:—
sections two hundred and forty-nine A to two hundred and
forty-nine Fi}y^, inclusive, — so as to read as follows : — Sec-

tion 2J^9F. The department of public health, local boards of

health, the director of standards and necessaries of life and
local sealers of weights and measures shall cause sections

two hundred and forty-nine A to two hundred and forty-

nine E^, inclusive, to be enforced.

Approved May 6, 1943.

Chap.242 An Act validating certain action taken by the town
OF MARSHFIELD IN RESPECT TO PROVIDING ADEQUATE
TRANSPORTATION SERVICE THEREIN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The action of the inhabitants of the town of

Marshfield, at a special town meeting held on June thirteenth,

nineteen hundred and forty-two, in voting to pay from sur-

plus the sum of fifteen hundred dollars to provide adequate
transportation service, by bus or otherwise, for the town
and to avoid a reduction or discontinuance of such service,

and in voting to authorize the selectmen to enter into agree-

ments with transportation companies for said purpose, is

hereby ratified and confirmed to the extent that such action

was taken without authority of law.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 6, 1943.

Chap. 24:3 An Act relative to the pensioning of laborers, fore-
men, MECHANICS, CRAFTSMEN AND CHAUFFEURS IN THE
EMPLOY OF THE CITY OF LOWELL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one of chapter sixty-one of the acts

of nineteen hundred and thirty, as amended by section

one of chapter four hundred and thirty-two of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby further amended
by striking out, in the thirteenth line, as appearing in said

section one of said chapter sixty-one, the words "annual


