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six, is hereby further amended by inserting after the sec-

ond sentence the following sentence : — If, within two years Contents

after the date of an order of taking for a highway or town °^ "°*''=®-

way or for a ditch or drain for draining the same, entry is

made or possession taken thereunder for the purpose of

constructing the same, such notice of taking shall also state

the date of such entry or taking possession.

Section 3. Section sixteen of said chapter seventy-nine, g. l. (Xer.

as most recently amended by chapter ninety-five of the ^tc^! 'amended.

acts of the current year, is hereby further amended by
adding at the end the following paragraph :

—
And, without limiting the foregoing provisions of this Petition for

section, if within two years after the date of an order of oflamlgM.
taking for a highway or town way or for a ditch or drain for

draining the same, entry is made or possession taken there-

under for the purpose of constructing the same, a petition

for the assessment of damages may be filed at any time prior

to the expiration of six months after the recording under
section three of a certificate of such entry or taking possession.

Section 4. This act shall take effect on September first
f^f.'^*'*'^®

of the current year, but shall apply only in the case of takings
where the order of taking is made on or after said date.

Approved May 7, 1943.

An Act relative to the time within which certain Cfid^ 252
BETTERMENT AND OTHER ASSESSMENTS SHALL BE PAID .

AND TO THE CONTINUANCE OF LIENS CREATED IN CON-
NECTION THEREWITH.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios:

Section 1. Chapter eighty of the General Laws is g. l. (Ter.

hereby amended by striking out section twelve, as appear- ^mendTd.^
^^'

ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place

thereof the following section: — Section IS. Assessments Assessments

made under this chapter shall constitute a lien upon the land ^^ ''*'°®'

assessed. The lien shall take effect upon the recording of difte'^anl

the order stating that betterments are to be assessed for '^"[?^*j|°"

the improvement. Except as otherwise provided, such lien

shall terminate at the expiration of two years from October
first in the year in which the assessment is first placed on
the annual tax bill under section thirteen or, if an assessment

has been apportioned, from October first: in the year in

which the last portion is so placed upon the annual tax bill,

whichever is later, if in the meantime in either case the estate

has been alienated and the instrument alienating the same
has been recorded. If there is no recorded alienation within

such period, the lien shall continue until there is a recorded

alienation. If the validity of an assessment made under
this chapter is called in question in any legal proceeding

to which the board which made the assessment or the body
politic for the benefit of which it was made is a party,

instituted prior to the expiration of the lien therefor, the
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lien shall continue until one year after the validity of the
assessment is finally determined, even though an aliena-

tion be recorded in the meantime; and, if while a lien estab-

lished by this section is in force, the owner of the real estate

on which it attaches is adjudicated bankrupt, the lien shall

continue for six months after final termination of the bank-
ruptcy proceedings, subject, however, to any lawful action

under any paramount authority conferred by the bankruptcy
laws of the United States. If the time for payment of an
assessment is extended under section thirteen A, the lien

herein provided shall continue until the expiration of two
years from the date when the assessment is required to be
paid under the extension granted under said section.

Section 2. Said chapter eighty is hereby further amended
by inserting after section thirteen, as amended, the following

section: — Section ISA. The board making the order for

the assessment of any betterment upon land which is not
built upon may extend the time of payment of the assess-

ment until it is built upon or for a fixed time; but interest

at the rate of four per cent per annum shall be paid annu-
ally upon the assessment from the time it was made, and
the assessment shall be paid within three months after such
land is built upon or at the expiration of such fixed time.

Section 3. Chapter eighty-three of the General Laws, as

appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
by adding at the end the following section :

— Section 29.

Notwithstanding any provision in any special act to the
contrary, any Hen for sewer, drain or sidewalk assessments
or for betterment assessments of any other nature created

pursuant to the provisions of any special act shall continue
in effect until the land subject to the lien has been alienated

and the instrument alienating the same has been recorded
and for such longer period as any special act may provide.

Section 4. Said chapter eighty-three is hereby further

amended by striking out section nineteen, as so appearing,

and inserting in place thereof the following section : — Sec-

tion 19. The aldermen of a city or the sewer commission-
ers, selectmen or road commissioners of a town may extend
the time for the payment of such assessments upon land

which is not built upon until it is built upon or for a fixed

time; but interest at the rate of four per cent per annum
shall be paid annually upon the assessment from the time it

was made, and the assessment shall be paid within three

months after such land is built upon or at the expiration of

such fixed time.

Section 5. Section twenty-seven of said chapter eighty-

three, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in

place thereof the following sentence :
— All assessments made

or charges imposed under this chapter upon land which abuts
upon any such way in which such sewer, drain or sidewalk
is located shall constitute a lien upon such land from the



Acts, 1943. — Chap. 253. 273

time such statement is recorded and all charges authorized

by section sixteen shall from the time of assessment consti-

tute a lien upon the land connected with the common sewer.

Liens under this section shall continue for the same period

and under the same conditions as a lien established under
chapter eighty.

Section 6. The rate of interest established by section Effective

four of this act, amending section nineteen of chapter eighty-

three of the General Laws, shall apply to assessments the

time for payment of which is extended under said section

nineteen on or after the effective date of this act; and the

rate of interest set forth in said section nineteen as in effect

immediately prior to the effective date of this act shall con-

tinue to apply to assessments the payment of which was
extended under said section nineteen prior to such effective

date. Approved May 7, 194-3.

dates.

An Act to provide for the proper identification at
the polls of registered voters in the armed serv-

ices during the present war, and to restore to the
voting lists the names of such persons stricken
therefrom after entering such service.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of

general or special law, listing boards and registrars of voters

shall list all persons who were registered voters in their re-

spective cities and towns at the time of their entry into the

armed services of the United States and whom they believe

to be still living. If the name of any such voter has been
removed from the list he, or any registered voter in his

behalf, may file a written petition asking that the name be
restored to the list of registered voters, and stating that at

the' time of his entry into such service he was a registered

voter in the city or town. If such petition is filed prior to

December first in any year, it shall be filed with the election

commissioner or commissioners if there is such a board, or,

if there is none, with the registrars of voters. If filed on or

after December first in any year it shall be filed with the

listing board or the registrars of voters, as the case may be.

Upon the filing of such petition the board or officers above
mentioned shall investigate its subject matter and if it

appears that the name of such person is not on the lists of

persons twenty years of age or older they shall restore the

name to the list. If the fisting of persons twenty years of

age or older has been completed in any city or town such

investigation shall be conducted by the election commis-
sion, election commissioners or the registrars of voters,

as the case may be, and if the statements contained in any
such petition are found to the satisfaction of said board or

officers to be true, and to establish the fact that that person

is in the armed services of the United States and was a regis-

Chap.25S


