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By Mr. Berry, petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 692) of

Frederick E. Berry for legislation to provide access to criminal
offender record information for managers of affordable housing
financed by the Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three.

An Act to provide access to criminal offender record informa-

tion FOR MANAGERS OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING FINANCED BY THE
MASSACHUSETTS HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section one hundred and sixty-eight of chapter six of the
2 General Laws as most recently appearing in the 1990 Official
3 Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the third paragraph
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 “The board shall, with the approval of two-thirds of the board
6 members or their designees present and voting, promulgate
7 regulations regarding the collection, storage, access, dissemina-
-8 tion, content, organization, and use of criminal offender record
9 information. Rules and regulations shall not be adopted by the

10 board until a hearing has been held in the manner provided by
11 section two of chapter thirty A. After consultation with the
12 executive office of communities and development and subject to
13 the provisions of chapter thirty A, the board shall promulgate
14 further regulations governing the collection and use by local
15 housing authorities of such criminal offender record information
16 as they may lawfully receive; provided, however, that such
17 regulations shall provide that the following information be
18 available to housing authorities operating pursuant to chapter one
19 hundred and twenty-one B, upon request, solely for the purpose
20 of evaluating applicants to housing owned by such housing
21 authorities, in order to further the protection and well-being of
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22 tenants of such housing authorities: conviction date; and arrest
23 and other data regarding any pending criminal charge; provided,
24 further, that any housing authority receiving such data shall not
25 make, and shall prohibit, any dissemination of such information,
26 for any purpose other than as set forth herein and provided,
27 further, that the regulations so adopted shall apply in the same
28 manner and to the same extent to the collection and use of criminal
29 offender record information by housing managers of housing
30 developments financed by the Massachusetts Housing Finance
31 Agency. The board shall have the authority to hear complaints
32 alleging that criminal offender record information, evaluative
33 information, or records of juvenile proceedings have been
34 unlawfully disseminated or obtained, and to issue orders enforcing
35 its rules and regulations, including the imposition of civil fines
36 payable to the commonwealth not to exceed five hundred dollars
37 for each willful violation thereof, after notice and hearing as
38 provided by applicable law.”


