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By Mr, Pacheco (by request), petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No. 778) of Merle Peabody for legislation to further regulate adoption
records. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three

An Act further regulating adoption records.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 46 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 13A the following section:
3 Section 138. As used in this section the following words shall
4 have the following meanings:
5 “Adoptee” means a person who, as a minor, was adopted
6 pursuant to a final decree of adoption entered by a court.
7 “Adoptive parent” means an adult who has become a parent
8 of a minor through the legal process of adoption.
9 “Adult” means a person twenty-one years of age or older.

10 “Biological parent” means a parent, by birth, of an adopted
11 person.
12 “Biological sibling” means a sibling, by birth, of an adopted
13 person.
14 “Consent” means voluntary, informed, written consent.
15 “Consent” always shall be preceded by an explanation that
16 consent permits the confidential intermediary to arrange a
17 personal contact among biological relatives.
18 “Court” means any court of record with jurisdiction over the
19 matter at issue.
20 “Confidential intermediary” means a person twenty-one years
21 ofage or older who has completed a training program which meets
22 standards set forth by the chief justice of the district court
23 department of the trial court and who is authorized to inspect
24 confidential relinquishment and adoption records at the request
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25 of an adult adoption, adoptive parent, biological parent or
26 biological sibling.
27 The chief justice of the district court shall have the responsibility
28 for;
29 (a) Drafting a manual of standards for training confidential
30 intermediaries;
31 (b) Monitoring confidential intermediary training programs to
32 ensure compliance with the standards set forth in the manual, with
33 authority to approve or deny such programs based upon
34 compliance with such standards;
35 (c) Maintaining an up-to-date list of persons who have
36 completed training as confidential intermediaries department.
37 Any person who has completed a confidential intermediary
38 training program shallbe responsible for notifying the chief justice
39 that his name should be included on the list of confidential
40 intermediaries.
41 Once a person is included on such list, he shall be:
42 Authorized to inspect confidential relinquishment and
43 adoption records upon motion to the court by an adult adoptee,
44 adoptive parent, biological parent, or biological sibling;
45 Available, subject to time constraints, for appointment by the
46 court to act as a confidential intermediary for an adult adoptee,
47 adoptive parent, biological parent, or biological sibling.
48 Any adult adoptee, adoptive parent, biological parent, or
49 biological sibling who is twenty-one years of age or older may file
50 a motion, with supporting affidavit, in the court where the
51 adoption took place, to appoint one or more confidential
52 intermediaries for the purpose of determining the whereabouts of
53 his unknown relative or relatives; except that no one shall seek
54 to determine the whereabouts of a relative who is younger than
55 twenty-one years of age. The court may rule on said motion and
56 affidavit without hearing and may appoint a trained confidential
57 intermediary.
58 Any information obtained by the confidential intermediary
59 during the course of his investigation shall be kept strictly
60 confidential and shall be utilized only for the purpose ofarranging
61 a contact between the individual who initiated the search and the
62 sought-after biological relative.
63 When a sought-after biological relative is located by a
64 confidential intermediary on behalf of the individual who initiated
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65 the search, the confidential intermediary shall obtain consent from
66 both parties that they wish to personally communicate with one
67 another.
68 Contact shall be made between the parties involved in the
69 investigation only when consent for such contact has been received
70 by the court.
71 If consent for personal communication is not obtained from
72 both parties, all relinquishment and adoption records and any
73 information obtained by any confidential intermediary during the
74 course of his investigation shall be returned to the court and shall
75 remain confidential.
76 Any person acting as a confidential intermediary who fails to
77 comply with the provisions of this section shall be punished by
78 a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.
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