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and inserting in place thereof the words: — seventy-five

hundred,— so as to read as follows:— Section 6. Upon the Commissioner

expiration of the term of office of a commissioner of insur-
of '"durance.

ance, his successor shall be appointed for three years by the

governor, with the advice and consent of the council. The salary and

commissioner shall receive such salary, not exceeding seventy- ^°"'*-

five hundred dollars, as the governor and council determine.

He shall give bond with sureties in the sum of ten thousand
dollars, to be approved by the state treasurer, for the faithful

performance of his duties. Approved May 24, 1943.

.

^

An Act relative to corrupt practices. Chap.SlS
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter fifty-five of the General Laws is g. l. (Ter.

hereby amended by striking out section one, as appearing amende^d.^
^'

in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof

the following section :
—Section 1 . Except as otherwise pro- Campaign

vided in this chapter, no person, in order to aid or promote caKatef
his own nomination or election to public office, shall him- ijnntedand

self or through another person give, pay, expend or contrib-

ute any money or other thing of value, or promise so to do,

in excess of the following amounts.
" Primary. Election.

United States Senator, $5,000 $10,000
Governor, 5,000 10,000

Lieutenant Governor, State Secretary, State

Treasurer, State Auditor, Attorney Gen-
eral, 3,000 6,000

Representative in Congress, .... 3,000 6,000

State Senator, 1,000 1,000

Representative in the General Court :
—

Each candidate may spend

:

In a district entitled to three representa-

tives, 600 600
In a district entitled to two representa-

tives, 500 500
. In a district entitled to one representative, 400 400

A candidate for any other office may expend an amount
not exceedmg forty dollars for each one thousand, or major
portion thereof, of the registered voters qualified to vote for

candidates for the office in question at the next preceding

election; but no such candidate shall expend more than fif-

teen hundred dollars for the expenses of a primary, nor more
than three thousand dollars for the expenses of an election.

Any candidate may, however, expend a sum not exceeding

two hundred dollars for primary or election expenses. Con-
tributions by a candidate to political committees shall be in-

cluded in the foregoing sums.

The sums hereby authorized shall include all contributions

from individuals, political committees or other sources to a
candidate or person acting under his authority, and shall

include every payment or promise of payment for any pur-
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pose, made directly or indirectly by, or for the benefit of, a
candidate, except payments or promises of payments of ex-

penses by a political committee as authorized by this chap-
ter; and the gift, payment, contribution or promise of any
money or thing of value in excess of those sums, by a can-
didate directly or indirectly, shall be deemed a corrupt
practice.

Section 2. Section five of said chapter fifty-five, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"publications" in the fourth line the words: — , radio
broadcasts or other forms of publicity, — and by striking

out the last paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
following :— Such committee may contribute to other po-
litical committees and may contribute to the personal fund
of a candidate. A political committee or a candidate may
hire conveyances or workers at primaries or elections, but
not more than two persons at each polling place shall

be hired to represent the same political party, candidate
or principle,— so as to read as follows :

— Section 5. Politi-

cal committees, duly organized, may receive, pay and
expend money or other things of value for the following

purposes, and no others: advertising, writing, printing and
distributing circulars or other publications, radio broad-
casts or other forms of publicity, hire and maintenance of

political headquarters, and clerical hire incidental thereto,

meetings, refreshments, not including intoxicating liquors,

but including cigars and tobacco, decorations and music,
postage, stationery, printing, expressage, traveling expenses,

telephone, telegraph and messenger service, and the hire of

conveyances and workers at pollihg places.

Such committee may contribute to other political com-
mittees and may contribute to the personal fund of a can-
didate. A political committee or a candidate may hire

conveyances or workers at primaries or elections, but not
more than two persons at each polling place shall be hired to

represent the same political party, candidate or principle.

Section 3. Section six of said chapter fifty-five, as so

appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"of" in the seventh line the second time it appears the

words:— a candidate at a primary or election or, — and
by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place

thereof the following:— Any individual, not a candidate,

may contribute to any political committee and to any candi-

date, except as provided in section one, a sum which shall

not exceed one thousand dollars in any election and primary
preliminary thereto, — so as to read as follows:— Sec-

tion 6. No person or combination of persons shall in con-

nection with any nomination or election receive money or

its equivalent, expend or disburse or promise to expend or

disburse the same, except as authorized by this chapter.

A political committee or a person acting under the authority

or on behalf of such a committee may receive money or its

equivalent, or expend or disburse or promise to expend or
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disburse the same for the purpose of aiding or promoting
the success or defeat of a candidate at a primary or election

or a poHtical party or principle in a public election or favoring
or opposing the adoption or rejection of a question submitted
to the voters, and for other purposes expressly authorized
by this chapter subject, however, to the provisions thereof.

Any individual, not a candidate, may contribute to any
political committee and to any candidate, except as provided
in section one, a sum which shall not exceed one thousand
dollars in any election and primary preliminary thereto.

This section shall not prohibit the rendering of services by
speakers, publishers, editors, writers, checkers and watchers
at the polls or by other persons for which no compensation
is asked, given or promised, expressly or by implication;

nor shall it prohibit the payment by themselves of such
personal expenses as may be incidental to the rendering of

such services; nor shall it prohibit the free use of property
belonging to an individual and the exercise of ordinary
hospitality for which no compensation is asked, given or

promised, expressly or by implication.

Section 4. Said chapter fifty-five is hereby further g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section thirty-seven, as so appear- ^mended.^
^^'

ing, and inserting in place thereof the following :
— Sec- Election peti-

tion 87. (a) If five or more voters have reasonable cause tions for

to believe that a corrupt practice, as defined in the pre- p^actPces.

ceding section, has been committed by any successful can-

didate, other than a candidate for the United States con-

gress, or for the general court, for whom such voters had
the right to vote, with reference to his election, or b}^ any
other person in his interest or behalf with reference thereto,

such voters may apply to a justice of the superior court,

sitting in equity within and for Suffolk county, for leave to

bring an election petition against such candidate praying
that the election of such candidate be declared void. Such
application shall be subscribed and sworn to by the peti-

tioners and it shall be heard ex parte by the justice of the

superior court upon such evidence as he may require; and
if the petitioners shall establish to his satisfaction that there

is reasonable cause to believe that a corrupt practice has

been committed with reference to the election of the candi-

date in question, which materially affected the results of

the election, and that upon the evidence obtainable there

is reasonable cause to believe that such violations may be
proved, he shall make an order granting leave to the peti-

tioners to bring an election petition against such candidate

(6) After the entry of such order, and within two months Entry, notice,

after the election to which it relates, the election petition
procedure, etc

may be filed in the superior court within and for Suffolk

county.

Notice of the petition shall be by writ of subpoena accord-

ing to the usual course of proceedings in equity and shall be

returnable fourteen days after the date on which the petition

is filed.
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A subpoena issued upon an election petition shall be served
not less than seven days before the return day.

A defence to an election petition shall be by answer, filed

within seven days after the return day, and no replication

need be filed.

Election petitions shall be entered on the equity docket.

(c) Election petitions and all motions and other applica-

tions, whether interlocutory or final, and all hearings on the

merits or upon the making, entering or modifying of de-

crees therein shall be heard and determined by three jus-

tices of the superior court who shall, immediately following

the filing of an election petition, be assigned by the chief

justice of said court for the hearing and determination of

all matters arising under election petitions prior to the next
state election. ,No reference to a master shall be had upon
any matter arising under an election petition, except in

matters of fact relating to financial statements and the ex-

amination of accounts and vouchers. All proceedings un-
der election petitions shall have precedence over any case

of a different nature pending in any court, and the justices

of the superior court may from time to time make such rules

regulating the practice and proceedings in matters of such
election petitions, not inconsistent with this chapter, as they
deem expedient. In the absence of any such rules, the prac-

tice and procedure in election petitions shall be governed by
such laws or rules of court, not inconsistent with this chap-
ter, as may from time to time be in force relating to the

practice and proceedings in matters of equity.

((/) Upon an election petition the decision of the three

justices of the superior court assigned as aforesaid, or of a

majority of them, shall be final and conclusive upon all

matters in controversy, whether interlocutory or final, and
whether in matters of fact or matters of law. But the said

justices, or a majority of them, may, after a finding of facts,

either of their own motion or at the request of either party,

report the case to the supreme judicial court for determina-
tion by the full court; and thereupon like proceedings shall

be had as upon a report after a finding of facts by a justice of

the superior court in equity proceedings.

(e) If upon an election petition one or more violations of

the preceding section are proved, it shall be a defence to the

petition if the defendant establishes to the satisfaction of a

majority of the justices hearing the same, with reference to

all of said violations, the following:

As to every such violation, either that

(1) Such violation was not committed by the candidate

or by any person with his knowledge and in his behalf, but
was committed contrary to the orders and without the sanc-

tion or connivance of the candidate;

(2) The participation, if any, of the candidate in such

violation, arose from inadvertence or from accidental mis-

calculation, or from some other reasonable cause of a like
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nature, and in any case did not arise from any want of good
faith

;

(3) The candidate took all reasonable means for prevent-

ing the commission of violations of this chapter with refer-

ence to the election in question;

(4) The violation in question was of a trivial, unimportant
and limited character;

(5) The violation in question did not materially affect the

results of the election.

(/) The court may by an order make the final disposition Final decision

of an election petition conditional upon the filing of a state-
^nditi'onai

ment required by this chapter in a modified form, or within

an extended time, and upon compliance with such other

terms as the court may deem best calculated to carry into

effect the objects hereof, and in such case the court shall

require, within a time certain, further proof as to the com-
pliance with the conditions of such order, whereupon a final

decree shall be entered.

(g) If upon the hearing of an election petition a majority Decree upon

of the justices hearing the same shall find that in relation to
p"rf"jft°^

the election of the candidate in question a corrupt practice, practice.

as defined in the preceding section, was committed, either by
the defendant or by any person in his interest or behalf, a
decree shall be entered subject to the limitations and condi-

tions hereinbefore prescribed, declaring void the election of

the defendant to the office in question, and ousting and ex-

cluding him from such office and declaring the office vacant.

(h) No person called to testify upon an election petition immunity

shall be excused from testifying or producing any papers on °* witnesses.

the ground that his testimony may tend to criminate him
or subject him to a penalty or forfeiture; but he shall not
be prosecuted or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture except

forfeiture of election to office, for or on account of any action,

matter or thing concerning which he may so testify, except

for perjury committed in such testimony.

(z) No decree entered upon an election petition shall be Decree no bar

a bar to or affect in any way any criminal prosecution of any pro'secut'ion.

candidate or other person, or any inquest in accordance with
sections thirty-nine to forty-five, inclusive.

(j) A certified copy of any final decree entered upon an Certified copy

election petition, as provided by this chapter, shall forth- "tate secretary.

with be transmitted by the clerk to the state secretary; and piiung of

any vacancy in any office created by any such decree shall vacancy.

be filled in the manner provided by law in case of the death
of the incumbent, but in no case shall the candidate so ex-

cluded from the office be eligible therefor.

(k) If upon the hearing of an election petition it shall
^^°*^f^t*°

appear to a majority of the justices hearing the same that attorney,

with reference to the election in question there is a reasonable
p''°^«'^S' ^*''-

presumption that any violation of this chapter was com-
mitted, they shall cause notice of the facts to be given by
the clerk of said court to the district attorney for the county
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where the violation appears to have been committed, with a

Ust of the witnesses to estabhsh the violation, and any other

information which they may consider proper; and there-

upon the district attorney shall cause complaint therefor

to be made before a court or magistrate having jurisdiction

thereof, or shall present the evidence thereof to the grand
jury. If it shall appear that a successful candidate for dis-

trict attorney has been guilty of any such violation, a ma-
jority of said justices shall order the notice of the facts to

be given to the attorney general, who shall designate a dis-

trict attorney to make such complaint or presentment. A
majority of said justices may issue process for the apprehen-
sion of any person so appearing to have committed a viola-

tion of this chapter, and may bind over, as in criminal prose-

cutions, such witnesses as they deem necessary to appear
and testify at the court having jurisdiction of the crime.

Section 5. Section one of chapter fifty of the General
Laws, as amended by sections one and two of chapter five

hundred and eleven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
forty-one, is hereby further amended by inserting after the

word ''defeat" in the sixtieth line, the words: — of a candi-

date at a primary or election or the success or defeat, — so

that lines fifty-six to sixty-two, as appearing in the Ter-

centenary Edition, will read as follows: — "Political com-
mittee" shall apply only to a committee elected as provided

in chapter fifty-two, except that in chapter fifty-five it shall

also apply, subject to the exception contained in section

thirty-eight thereof, to every other committee or combina-
tion of five or more voters of the commonwealth who shall

aid or promote the success or defeat of a candidate at a
primary or election or the success or defeat of a political

party or principle in a public election or shall favor or oppose
the adoption or rejection of a question submitted to the

voters. Approved May 24, 1943.

Chap.319 An Act relative to the payment of unemployment
COMPENSATION BENEFITS TO PERSONS UPON TERMINATION
OF SERVICE IN THE MILITARY OR NAVAL FORCES OF THE
UNITED STATES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one of chapter seven hundred and
one of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one is hereby
amended by striking out subsection (c) and inserting in place

thereof the following subsection :
—

(c) He has been paid wages of one hundred and fifty dol-

lars or more in the base period effective at the time of his

induction or enlistment combined with the quarters of the

calendar year next succeeding such base period provided

that such quarters have elapsed prior to his termination of

active military or naval service, and is otherwise eligible for

weekly benefits for unemployment under the provisions of

the employment security law.


