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By Mr. Buell, a petition of Robert C. Buell, Bruce E. Tarr,
Forrester A. Clark, Jr., and Lenny A. Cavallaro for legislation to
provide for the licensing of hypnotists. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Three.

An Act providing for the licensing of hypnotists.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 195, added by section 2 of chapter 168 of the acts
3 of 1991, the following eight sections:
4 Section 196. As used in sections one hundred and ninety-seven
5 to two hundred and three, inclusive, the following words shall
6 have the following meanings, unless the context clearly requires
7 otherwise:

9 “Hypnosis” or “hypnotism”, a process by which a person’s
10 normal suggestability is enhanced or increased to provide a basis
11 for the acceptance of suggestions or directions intended for
12 behavioral, cultural, educational, forensic, social or therapeutic
13 purposes.
14 “Hypnotherapist” or “hypnotist”, a person practicing hypnosis
15 for compensation.
16 Section 197. It shall be unlawful, except as hereinafter
17 provided, for a person to practice hypnosis for compensation
18 without a license issued by the board.
19 Nothing in this section or in sections one hundred and ninety-

-20 eight to two hundred and three, inclusive, shall be construed to
21 prevent or restrict the practice, services or activities of (1) any
22 person who is a health practitioner, chiropractor, counselor,
23 dentist, medical doctor, midwife, nurse practitioner, optometrist,

8 “Board”, the board of hypnotists examiners.
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24 osteopath, podiatrist, psychiatric social worker or psychologist
25 who engages in the practice of hypnosis within the scope of the
26 profession for which such practitioner is licensed; (2) a peace
27 officer who engages in the practice of forensic hypnosis while
28 acting within the scope of his official capacity; (3) an employee
29 or contractor of the United States, the commonwealth or any
30 political subdivision thereof, practicing hypnosis within the scope
31 of their recognized capacities; (4) members of the clergy using
32 hypnosis within the scope of their recognized capacities;
33 or (5) coaches, instructors or teachers utilizing hypnosis as part
34 of the teaching process; provided, however, that the provisions
35 of this section and sections one hundred and ninety-eight or two
36 hundred and three, inclusive, shall not apply to stage hypnosis.
37 A stage hypnotist who wishes to engage in the practice of hypnosis
38 for the purposes described in section one hundred and ninety-six
39 shall obtain a license as required pursuant to the provisions of
40 said sections one hundred and ninety-eight to two hundred and
41 three, inclusive.
42 Section 198. The board of hypnotist examiners shall consist of
43 five members to be appointed by the governor. Members of the
44 board shall be residents of the commonwealth for a minimum of
45 three years and shall be citizens of the United States and shall
46 be citizens of the United States and shall be selected from a list
47 of eligible persons recommended by recognized professionals.
48 Said board members shall include a licensed physician and a
49 licensed psychologist who use hypnosis in their professional work,
50 and three practicing hypnotists.
51 Section 199. The board shall hold a meeting and shall elect a
52 president and a secretary/ treasurer. Subsequent meetings of the
53 board shall be held as deemed necessary and advisable by the
54 president or by a majority of the members. A quorum shall consist
55 of three members of said board, at least two of whom shall be
56 practicing hypnotists. Said board members shall serve for terms
57 of three years. Said board shall hold examinations in Boston,
58 Worcester, Springfield and such other locations as desired by said
59 board and on such dates as near as possible to the end of a six-
-60 month period, with reasonable advance notice given to eligible
61 applicants. Said board shall design a written and oral
62 examination, administer such examinations, pass upon the
63 eligiblity and registration of applicants prior to examinations and
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64 grade each applicant on a pass/fail basis and shall determine the
65 criteria by which an applicant shall be deemed to be an
66 “extraordinary professional” under the provisions of section two
67 hundred and one. Said board shall make necessary adaptations
68 and revisions from time to time to conform to progressions and
69 improvements within the profession. Said board shall issue or
70 deny hypnotist licenses, renewals and revocations or suspensions
71 of licenses of those not conforming to the rules, regulations and
72 ethical standards adopted hereunder. Said board shall adopt
73 ethical standards of practice for holding a license to practice
74 hypnotism and shall determine the requirements for ongoing
75 continuing education units. Said board shall keep a record of
76 persons licensed or denied license and those who have applied for
77 licenses and renewals of licenses. Said board may, in its discretion
78 and upon the appropriate majority vote of its members, waive
79 examination and issue a license in certain cases deemed
80 exceptional pursuant to section two hundred and one. Said board
81 shall consider complaints and conduct hearings concerning
82 violations of rules and regulations of the board and may cause
83 the prosecution of persons accused of violations. Said board
84 members shall be compensated at an amount to be determined
85 by the governor and shall be reimbursed for actual and necessary
86 expenses incurred in the discharge of their official duties, such
87 sums to be from the licensing fees collected hereunder. The board
88 shall maintain, publish and make available upon request, for a
89 fee not to exceed the actual costs of printing and mailing, the
90 board’s rules and requirements for licensure and a record of all
91 persons licensed under the provisions of this section. Said board
92 shall submit to the governor and the general court an annual
93 report of its official actions during the preceding year, together
94 with any findings and recommendations concerning the
95 improvement of the practice of hypnosis.
96 Section 200. To be eligible for a hypnosis examination, an
97 applicant shall furnish to the board, satisfactory proof that such
98 applicant is twenty-one years of age, a citizen of the United States
99 and a resident of the commonwealth and shall verify the facts on

100 an application by affidavit or notarization. An applicant who
101 knowingly or willfully makes a false statement of fact shall be
102 subject to prosecution for such false statement. An applicant shall
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be of good moral character and shall not be addicted to alcohol
or a controlled substance. An applicant shall provide a description
of all training received, including independent study, and shall
possess a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or
university and shall pass the licensing examination administered
by said board.
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Section 201. The board may waive the requirements of section
two hundred with respect to any applicant who presents proof of
current licensure in another state, with standards for licensure
which said board determines, by a vote of four or more members,
are equal to those in effect in the commonwealth upon the date
of application. Said board may issue a license, without
examination, to individuals recognized as “extraordinary
professionals”, pursuant to the criteria established pursuant to
section one hundred and ninety-nine, by at least three members
of said board. Said board may issue restrictive or temporary
permits to practice in cases where the applicant might not have
the opportunity to take the licensing examination for an extended
period of time. Such a decision must be approved by a vote of
four or more members of said board.
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Section 202. Nine months after the effective date of this act or
six months after the appointment of the first board of hypnotist
examiners, whichever first occurs, a person shall be granted a
license to practice hypnosis; provided, however, that he can
provide proof that he has practiced hypnosis professionally in the
United States, regardless of prior training or education and
without taking an examination; and, provided further, that all
such persons granted licenses shall be required to fulfill the
continuing education requirements as stipulated by the board
upon application for renewal of their licenses.
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Section 203. An original licensing fee shall be set by the
commissioner of administration pursuant to section three B of
chapter seven and shall apply to all persons applying for an initial
license. Such original license shall be valid for a period of one
year. A separate fee shall be established by said commissioner for
those desiring to take the examination for licensing. Licenses shall
be automatically renewable for a fee; provided, however, that the
following conditions are met: (1) no complaints against the
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141 applicant have caused the board to take any negative action
142 against the licensee; (2) the applicant has provided proof that he
143 has taken the required number of continuing education units;
144 and (3) the applicant has made timely payment of such license
145 renewal fee.
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