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SENATE No. 1670

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section
3, of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment Senate BillNo. 1618 entitled, "An Act Relative to the Registration of
Podiatrists."

This bill expands the definition, and therefore the
practice, of podiatry by allowing podiatrists to treat and
diagnose by medical, mechanical, surgical, manipulative and
electrical means, the "ankle and its attachments". In addition,the bill expands the practice of podiatry to allow the treatment
of systemic conditions related to the existing symptomology of
the foot, ankle, and its attachments.

While I am sympathetic with this legislation to the extent
that it attempts to provide a broader array of options for healthcare consumers, I believe that, as drafted, the bill has an
unnecessarily wide scope. I believe that the extension of the
practice of podiatry should be carefully limited to the ankle,which is the intention of the bill as I understand it, rather
than to "attachments", which is undefined. I further believethat the prohibition of the treatment of systemic conditionsshould remain intact.

I therefore recommend that Senate Bill No. 1618 be amendedby striking out all text after the enacting clause and insertingin place thereof the following;

Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended bystriking out section 13, as appearing in the 1990 OfficialEdition, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-
Section 13. Podiatry as used in this chapter shall mean the

diagnosis and treatment of the structures of the human foot and
ankle by medical, mechanical, surgical, manipulative and
electrical means without the use of other than local anesthetics,
and excepting treatment of systemic conditions, and excluding
amputation of the foot or toes. This section and sections
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fourteen to twenty-two, inclusive, shall not apply to surgeons of
the United States army, navy or the United States Public Health
Service, nor to physicians registered in the commonwealth. The
term physician and surgeon when used in sections twelve B* twelve
G, twenty-three N and eighty B shall include a podiatrist’ acting
within the limitation imposed by this section.

Respectfully submitted.

William F. Weld
Governor
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