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By Mr. Hermann of North Andover (by request), petition of M ark

DiSalvo relative to contributions favoring or opposing referenda
questions. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four

An Act relative to contributions favoring or opposing referen-
dum QUESTIONS.

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 151 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 7, as inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 151 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 7. No person or combination of persons including a
6 corporation formed under the provisions of chapter one hundred
7 and eighty, shall in connection with any nomination or election8 receive money or its equivalent, expend or disburse or promise to9 expend or disburse the same, except as authorized by this chapter.

10 A political committee or a person acting under the authority or on
1 1 behalf of such a committee may receive money orits equivalent, or
12 expend or disburse or promise to expend or disburse the same for13 the purpose of aiding or promoting the success or defeat of a
14 candidate at a primary or election or a political party or principle in15 public election or favoring or opposing the adoption or rejection of16 a question submitted to the voters, and for other purposesjl expressly authorized by this chapter subject, however, to the provi-

'lB sions thereof, provided, however, that there shall be only one19 authorized committee for a person or combination of persons0 favoring, and only one authorized committee for a person or21 combination of persons opposing, the adoption or rejection of

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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22 each such question submitted to the voters for the purpose of
23 receiving contributions; and provided, further, that the aggregate
24 of such contributions, from any individual favoring, and the aggre-
-25 gate of such contributions from any individual opposing, the adop-
-26 tion or rejection of such a question, shall not exceed in any one
27 calendar year the sum of one thousand dollars to such committee.
28 Any individual may make campaign contributions to candidates or
29 non-elected political committees organized on behalf of candi-
-30 dates; provided, that the aggregate ofall such contributions for th<^
31 benefit of any one candidate and the non-elected political commit-’
32 tee organized on such candidate’s behalf shall not exceed in any
33 one calendar year the sum of one thousand dollars. Any individual
34 may in addition make campaign contributions for the benefit of
35 elected political committees or non-elected political committees
36 organized on behalf of a political party; provided, that the aggre-
-37 gate of such campaign contributions for the benefit of the political
38 committees ofany one political party shall not exceed one calendar
39 year the sum of one thousand dollars to non-elected political
40 committees, not organized on behalf of any candidate or candi-
-41 dates or political party. Any candidate may in addition make
42 expenditures without limitation for the purposes of his own cam-
-43 paign and may make campaign contributions without limitation
44 for the benefit of non-elected political committees organized onhis
45 behalf. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section an individ-
-46 ual of less than eighteen years of age shall not make campaign
47 contributions in an amount in excess of twenty-five dollars in the
48 aggregate during any one calendar year. Any candidate required to
49 designate a depository for campaign funds by section nineteen and
50 any person acting for such a candidate or such a political commit-
-51 tee shall pay for services rendered or goods sold in excess of the
52 sum of fifty dollars only through or by the means of a check drawn
53 upon such depository and bearing the legend “Campaign Account
54 (name ofcandidate or political committee)”, and shall secure th^55 signature of the person receiving such check to the following
56 certificate to be printed on all such checks; “The undersigned
57 affirms under penalties ofperjury that he is the named payee ofthis
58 check or an authorized officer thereof, that he or it performed the
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59 services or delivered the goods indicated hereon, that the payment
60 is for the sole purpose of paying for such goods or services and that
61 no person other than the named payee has any interest, direct or
62 indirect, in this payment”.
63 Violation of any provision of this section shall be punished by
64 imprisonment for not more than six months or by a fine of not
65 more than five hundred dollars.

| SECTION 2. Said chapter 151 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 8, as inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 151 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 8. No corporation carrying on the business of a bank,
6 trust, surety, indemnity, safe deposit, insurance, railroad, street
7 railway, telegraph, telephone, gas, electric light, heat, power,
8 canal, aqueduct, or water company, no company having the right
9 to take land by eminent domain or to exercise franchises in public

10 ways, granted by the commonwealth or by any county, city or
11 town, no trustee or trustees owning or holding the majority of the
12 stock of such a corporation, no business corporation incorporated
13 under the laws of or doing business in the commonwealth and no
14 officer or agent acting in behalf of any corporation mentioned in
15 this section, shall directly or indirectly give, pay, expend or con-
-16 tribute, or promise to give, pay, expend or contribute, any money
17 or other valuable thing for the purpose of aiding, promoting or
18 preventing the nomination or election of any person to public
19 office, or aiding, promoting or antagonizing the interests of any
20 political party, or influencing or affecting the vote on any question
21 submitted to the voters. No person or persons, no politicalcommit-
-22 tee, and no person acting under the authority of a political commit-
-23 tee, or in its behalf, shall solicit or receive from such corporation
24 or such holders of stock any gift, payment, expenditure, contribu-
-25 tion or promise to give, pay, expend or contribute for any such
26 purpose.
27 Any corporation violating any provision of this section shall be
28 punished by a fine of not more than fifty thousand dollars and any
29 officer, director or agent of the corporation violating any provision
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30 thereof or authorizing such violation, or any person who violates
31 or in any way knowingly aids or abets the violation of any provi-
-32 sion thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than ten
33 thousand dollars or by imprisonment of not more than one year, or
34 both.
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