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respects as though such city or town were the place of such
marriage.

Section 3. This act shall take effect as of October first, Expiration

nineteen hundred and forty-two, and shall be effective only °^ ''^*"

during the continuance of the existing states of war between
the United States and any foreign country.

Approved June 3, 194-3.

An Act to provide for the acquiring of motor vehi- (Jhdj) 409
CLES or for obtaining THE USE THEREOF BY THE MILI-

^'

TARY DIVISION OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT AND FOR
THE SETTLEMENT OF CERTAIN CLAIMS AGAINST THE COM-
MONWEALTH ARISING OUT OF THE OPERATION OF MOTOR
VEHICLES.

Whereas, In the existing state of war public safety and Emergenoy

convenience require a just, adequate and prompt method of

acquiring and of operating motor vehicles by the military

forces of the commonwealth and of disposing of claims

against the commonwealth caused by such operation, and
the deferred operation of this act would tend to delay and
in part to defeat that purpose, therefore it is hereby de-

clared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter thirty-three of the General Laws is g. l. (Ter.

hereby amended by inserting after section fifty-five, as ap- f^i^ssl^ssll*'

pearing in section one of chapter four hundred and twenty- added.

five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, the six

following sections : — Section 56A . In the event that an Acquisition

enemy which is at war with the United States shall com- yehMeVsoT
mence or threaten operations to endanger the peace or safety military use.

of this commonwealth, or in the event of tumult, riot, mob
or catastrophe within the purview of section eighteen or sec-

tion nineteen, or in the event that any unit of the military

forces of the commonwealth shall, by order of the com-
mander-in-chief, be directed or authorized to participate in

or engage in, any military training, exercise or duty in

which the use of motor vehicles in excess of the number
issued to such unit by the state quartermaster is authorized
or directed in writing, the adjutant general, in the name and
on behalf of the commonwealth, may, under orders issued

by the commander-in-chief, accept the gfft or loan of, or

the grant of the temporary right to the use and control of,

or may hire, or purchase such motor vehicle for military use.

Section 55B. Claims against the commonwealth for the claims for

destruction of or damage to any motor vehicle so given, '^''^"^''ses.

loaned or hired, or for any damage to property or any injury

(including death resulting therefrom) to any person caused
by any motor vehicle during any such period of use, shall

be referred to a board established under a second paragraph
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vehicles.

of section fifty-five C, and all pertinent provisions of said

paragraph shall apply to the settlement of such claims.

The commonwealth shall not be liable for the depreciation

of an}^ motor vehicle so acquired.

Sedio7i odC. An officer, or soldier of the military forces

of the commonwealth, a person not a member of the mili-

tary forces of the commonwealth but who is the owner, or

is employed by the owner, of a motor vehicle lawfully loaned

to or hired by the commonwealth under section fifty-five A
and whose services are loaned or given to the common-
wealth for any purpose set forth in said section, or a person

rendering assistance to any of the military forces of the

commonwealth in connection with the use of a motor vehi-

cle under any provision of said section fifty-five A by re-

quest or order of a responsible officer of said military forces,

and who by reason of such voluntary action or employment
or assistance and without fault or neglect on his part shall

receive any injury, be disabled, or contract any sickness or

disease, incapacitating him from pursuing his usual business

or occupation shall, during the period of such incapacity, re-

ceive compensation to be fixed by a board appointed as

herein provided to inquire into his claim, the amount of

such compensation not to exceed, in the case of an officer

or soldier, special duty pay plus ration allowance provided

by this chapter or, in the case of a person not a member of

the military forces of the commonwealth, three dollars per

day and in addition, in each instance, actual necessary ex-

penses for medical services and care, medicines and hospi-

talization.

In case of death resulting from such injury, sickness or

disease, compensation shall be paid to the decedent's depend-
ents as determined in accordance with section thirty-two

and clause (3) of section one, both of chapter one hundred
and fifty-two, in the amount provided by, and otherwise

subject to, section thirty-one of said chapter; provided, that

compensation to such dependents other than widows and
children shall be based on the compensation provided in the

preceding sentence and that, for the purposes thereof, said

board shall exercise all the powers given by said chapter one
hundred and fifty-two to the department of industrial acci-

dents. All claims arising under this section and claims re-

ferred to in the first sentence of section fifty-five B shall be
inquired into by a board of three officers, at least one of

whom shall be a medical officer, appointed by the commander-
in-chief. The board shall have the same power to take evi-

dence, administer oaths, issue subpoenas and compel wit-

nesses to attend and testify and produce books and papers,

and to punish their failure to do so, as is possessed by a

general court-martial. The findings of the board shall be

subject to the approval of the commander-in-chief. The
amount so found due and so approved shall be a charge

against the commonwealth, and paid in the same manner as

other military accounts.
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Section 55D. If any person makes a claim against the Person mak-

commonwealth by giving a notice as authorized by section wfivis'other

fifty-five F, he shall be deemed thereby to have waived any "g^ts, etc.

and all right or remedy against the commonwealth relative

to the subject matter of such claim to which he would other-

wise be entitled by law.

Section 55E. Where the damage or injury for which Liability of

compensation is claimed under section fifty-five B or section than°common-

fifty-five C was caused under circumstances creating a legal ^^^g^-g^" ^f

liability in some person other than the commonwealth to pay
°"®'"''"

damages in respect thereof, the commonwealth may enforce,

in the name of the claimant or in its own name and for its

own benefit, the liability of such other person. The sum
recovered shall be for the benefit of the commonwealth unless

such sum is greater than that paid by it to the claimant, in

which case four fifths of the excess shall be paid to the claim-

ant.

Section 55F. No person performing any services under Certain per-

section fifty-five C shall, by reason of such services, be deemed be"deemed'

to be an employee of the commonwealth or, if not already an
of'^^mmon-

officer or soldier of the military forces of the commonwealth, wealth.

to be such an officer or soldier, or to be entitled to receive

any pension or retirement allowance from the common-
wealth, or to have acquired any right, or to be entitled

to receive any other benefit or compensation. Any person

claiming the right to receive compensation from the com-
monwealth under any provision of said last mentioned sec-

tion shall, within thirty days after receiving an injury, or

contracting any sickness or disease, while performing serv-

ices referred to therein, give to the adjutant general notice

of his name and place of residence, and the time, place and
cause of such injury, sickness or disease; provided, that such

notice shall not be invalid or insufficient solely by reason of

any inaccuracy in stating the name or place of residence

of the person receiving the injury, or contracting sickness or

disease, or the time, place or cause of the injury, sickness or

disease, if it is shown that there was no intention to mislead

and the adjutant general was not in fact misled thereby.

Such notice shall be in writing, signed by the person claim-

ing compensation or by someone in his behaK. If by reason

of physical or mental incapacity it is impossible for such

person to give notice within the time required, he may give

it within thirty days after such incapacity has been removed,

and if he dies within said thirty days his executor or adminis-

trator may give the notice within thirty days after his ap-

pointment. Any form of written communication signed by
the person, or by someone in his behalf, or by his executor

or administrator, or by someone in behalf of such executor or

administrator, which contains the information that the per-

son was so injured, or so contracted sickness or disease,

giving the name and place of residence of such person and the

time, place and cause of the injury, sickness or disease, shall

be considered a sufficient notice,
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Section 2. Chapter ninety of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section five, as appearing in the

Tercentenary Edition, the following section:— Section 5A.
The adjutant general, in behalf of the military forces of the

commonwealth, may make application, in such form and
containing such information as the registrar of motor ve-

hicles may determine, for a general distinguishing number or

mark, and the registrar shall issue to him a certificate of

registration. All motor vehicles under the control of the

military forces of the commonwealth shall be regarded as

registered under such general distinguishing number or

mark, provided number plates furnished as hereinafter pro-

vided are properly displayed thereon.

The adjutant general shall provide for use on the vehicles

aforesaid one pair of number plates for each vehicle, which
shall contain the general distinguishing number or mark
assigned by the registrar and be of such color and form as the

registrar shall approve. When a pair of number plates is

issued for use the adjutant general shall keep a record of

the plates so issued and report said issuance to the registrar.

Whoever attaches a number plate or other distinctive

mark as provided in this section to a motor vehicle or trailer

without being authorized so to do shall be punished by a fine

of not more than one hundred dollars.

Whoever upon any way of the commonwealth operates a

motor vehicle to which number plates or marks of distinction,

as provided in this section, have been attached without au-

thority, or whoever without authority operates a motor
vehicle to which such number plates or marks have been
legally attached, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars.

Section 3. Section three B of chapter twelve of the

General Laws, as most recently amended by section one of

chapter two hundred and ninety-one of the acts of nineteen

hundred and thirty-four, is hereby further amended by
inserting after the first paragraph the following paragraph:

—

For the purposes only of this section, an officer, or soldier

of the military forces of the commonwealth, as defined in

chapter thirty-three, shall while performing any lawfully

ordered military duty be deemed to be an officer or employee
of the commonwealth and a motor vehicle given to the com-
monwealth, loaned to it or hired or purchased by it under
section fifty-five A of chapter thirty-three shall, while being

used in the performance of any lawfully ordered military

duty, be deemed to be a motor vehicle owned by the com-
monwealth.
Section 4. Section four of chapter two hundred and

sixty of the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-

tion nine of chapter three hundred and eighty-five of the acts

of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby amended by
adding at the end the following paragraph :

—
For the purposes only of this section, an officer or soldier

of the military forces of the commonwealth, as defined in
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chapter thirty-three, shall while performing any lawfully

ordered military duty be deemed to be an officer or employee
of the commonwealth. Approved June 3, 1943.

An Act relative to contracts of conditional sale of ChavAlO
PERSONAL PROPERTY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and fifty-five of the g. l. (Ter.

General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section ^i^.etl'.

twelve, as appearing in section one of chapter five hundred amended.

and nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and
inserting in place thereof the following section:— Section 12.

^°gg^Jo°"racts
Each conditional sale which includes one or more articles of

personal property shall be embodied in a single written con-

tract, which contract shall contain the entire agreement be-

tween the parties. Said contract shall specifically set forth,

captioned in print of not less than eight-point type in case a
printed form is used, the following:— a description of the

property to be sold to the vendee; the cash price thereof; the

down payment; a description of property to be traded in,

if any, and the trade-in allowance therefor; other credit

allowances, if any; the difference between the cash price and
the aggregate of down payment and allowances, if any; a
description of each policy of insurance for which a charge is

made by the vendor; the total amount of finance charges,

which shall include the insurance premiums, if any; the

"total time price"; the net balance due from the vendee;
the number and amount of weekly, monthly or other instal-

ment payments; a statement of delinquency charges, if any;
a statement of prepayment allowances, if any; and, if any
promissory note is to be executed in the transaction, a state-

ment that a promissory note or notes, as the case may be,

are being executed in connection with the contract. Where
any insurance premium is part of the total time price or fi-

nance charge, the vendor or his assignee shall, within twenty
days after execution of the contract, send or cause to be sent

to the vendee a policy or policies or certificate of insurance

clearly setting forth the exact nature of the insurance cover-

age. If such contract does not substantially contain the

subject matter as herein set forth, the vendee shall have a

valid defence against the recovery of all finance charges and
fees, exclusive of insurance premiums, in any action or pro-

ceeding to enforce said contract.

Section 2. This act shall become effective on January Effective

first, nineteen hundred and forty-four.

Approved June 3, 1943.


