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An Act establishing a roard of recreation in the Chap.451
CITY OF BOSTON, AND SETTING FORTH ITS POWERS AND
DUTIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. A board of recreation, hereinafter referred to

as the board, is hereby established in the city of Boston.

The board shall consist of seven members. The chairman
of the board of park commissioners of said city shall be, ex
officio, a member of the board. Two members shall be ap-

pointed by the school committee of said city and each mem-
ber so appointed shall serve for a term expiring on December
thirty-first of each even-numbered year. Four suitable per-

sons shall be appointed by the mayor of said city in accord-

ance with chapter four hundred and eightj^-six of the acts of

nineteen hundred and nine, as amended. Of the members
initially appointed hereunder by the mayor, one shall serve

for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, one for a
term of three years and one for a term of four 3^ears. Upon
the expiration of the term of office of a member appointed
by the ma3^or, his successor shall be appointed by the mayor
for a term of four years. Vacancies in the membership of

the board shall be filled in the manner of original appoint-

ments.
Section 2. The members of the board shall serve with-

out compensation, and shall annually elect a chairman from
their own number to serve for one year or until his succes-

sor is elected. The board shall have power to adopt rules of

procedure and prescribe regulations for the conduct of all

business by employees within its jurisdiction. A majority
of the membership of the board shall constitute a quorum.
Section 3. The board shall appoint a superintendent of

recreation who shall devote his whole time to such duties as

are imposed upon him by this act. The board may also ap-

point such assistants and other emplo.yees as it may deem
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this act and as may
be consistent with its appropriation. Said superintendent

and all employees of the board shall be subject to chapter

thirty-one of the General Laws and the rules and regulations

made thereunder, except that the play instructors and super-

visors may be appointed from the list of persons eligible to

be appointed as school teachers for said city. Appropria-

tions for the board shall be made therefor in the manner
prescribed by law for city departments of said city.

Section 3A. The incumbent on the effective date of this

act of the office of director of recreation of the park depart-

ment of said city may be transferred to the office of super-

intendent of recreation established by section three.

Section 4. The board shall study the recreation needs

of said city and shall formulate plans for adequately dis-

tributed, co-ordinated and diversified recreational services.

Such plans, with recommendations of the board, shall be
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submitted to departments of said city empowered by law
to provide recreational services. The board shall encourage
the establishment of voluntary committees to advise and co-

operate with the board with respect to the operation and
supervision of neighborhood play areas. The board may
submit recommendations to any licensing authority or au-
thorities.

Section 5. The board may, from time to time, consult

with the park department, school committee, police depart-

ment, public buildings department, board of street commis-
sioners and traffic commission of said city, and any other

department thereof empowered under any general or special

law or any ordinance to provide recreational services or hav-
ing jurisdiction over premises and facifities which might be
used for recreation, in relation to the recreational services or

premises and facilities provided by said departments and in

relation to plans for recreational services formulated by the

board.

Section 6. The park department, school committee, po-

lice department, public buildings department, board of street

commissioners and traffic commission of said city, and any
other department thereof empowered under any general or

special law or any ordinance to provide recreational services

or having jurisdiction over premises and facilities which
might be used for recreation, may, from time to time, dele-

gate to the board, with the consent of the board, and under
such terms, including provisions for the transfer of personnel,

as may be agreed upon, the management of any such recrea-

tional services or make available to the board premises and
facilities under their control.

Section 7. The board may provide and may conduct
recreational activities and supervise recreational premises

and facilities delegated or made available to it by other de-

partments of said city under section six. The board may
co-operate with and promote by advice, suggestion and other-

wise, such voluntary or amateur organizations for recreation,

entertainment or mutual improvement as shall meet its

approval. The board may acquire and utilize recreational

supplies and equipment and other supplies and equipment
necessary for the conduct of its work.

Section 8. The board shall annually make a report of

its activities during the preceding year to the mayor with

such recommendations for the development of playgrounds

and recreational facilities, including additions thereto, as it

may deem advisable.

Section 9. This act shall take full effect on January first

of the year next succeeding its acceptance by vote of the city

council of said city, subject to the provisions of its charter.

Approved June 7, 1943.


