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fifth day, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, from the day
of the dissolution of such meeting. If, within the period of

the said five days, a petition is addressed to and filed with

the selectmen, and is signed by not less than fifty voters of

the town, containing their names and addresses as they ap-

pear on the list of registered voters, asking that the question

or questions involved in such vote be submitted to the voters

of the town, the selectmen shall then frame and present the

question or questions involved in such vote at the next an-

nual election of officers at which time the question or ques-

tions involved shall be voted upon by ballot, using the check

list, and such question or questions shall be determined by
a majority vote of the registered voters of the town voting

thereon. If such a petition is not filed within said period of

five days, the vote in the town meeting shall become opera-

tive and effective upon the expiration of said period.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance

by a majority of the voters of said town at a town meeting

held not later than the annual town meeting in the year

nineteen hundred and forty-four.

Approved June 7, 19^3.

ChavAbb ^'^ ^^'^ making certain changes in the laws relating

TO state aid, military aid, soldiers' relief and cer-

tain WAR ALLOWANCES.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 6, § 22,
etc., amended.

New heading.

Commissioner
of veterans aid
and pensions.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to

defeat its purpose, which is to provide immediate financial

assistance to certain soldiers, sailors and marines in the serv-

ice of the United States and to their dependent relatives,

therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section twenty-two of chapter six of the Gen-

eral Laws, as amended by section one of chapter three

hundred and forty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and

thirty-six, is hereby further amended by striking out, in the

headmg and in the third line, the word "state" and inserting

in place thereof, in each instance, the word :
— veterans, —

so that the heading and section will read as follows :
— com-

missioner OF VETERANS AID AND PENSIONS.

Section 22. There shall be an officer to be known as the

commissioner of veterans aid and pensions, who shall be ap-

pointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the

council, for three years, at such salary, not exceeding fifty-

five hundred dollars, as the governor and council shall deter-

mine. He shall devote his whole time to the duties of his

office. He shall be state agent for the settlement of pension,

bounty, back pay, compensation and other claims of citizens

of the commonwealth against the government of the United

States, or of any state thereof, on account of military or naval
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service, and he shall assist and advise war veterans, and their

dependents, heirs or legal representatives, with respect to the

filing, prosecution and settlement of such claims.

Section 2. Section twenty-four of said chapter six, as g. l. (Ter.

amended by section one of chapter five hundred and ninety- etc!, 'amended.

six of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby

further amended by striking out, in the third line, the word
"state" and inserting in place thereof the word: — veter-

ans, — so as to read as follows: — Section 24- The governor. Deputy com-

with the advice and consent of the council, shall appoint a
""''®'°"'''''

deputy and a second deputy commissioner of veterans aid

and pensions for three years, who shall devote their whole

time to the duties of their offices. They shall be subject to

the direction and control of said commissioner. The deputy

commissioner, or in case of a vacancy in his office or in his

absence or disability the second deputy commissioner, shall

perform the duties of said commissioner during his absence on

account of disabihty or other cause.

Section 3. Section one of chapter one hundred and fifteen g. l. (Ter.

of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi- amended.'
^

^'

tion, is hereby amended by striking out, in the third line, the

paragraph defining "Commissioner" and inserting in place

thereof the following paragraph :
—

"Commissioner", connnissioner of veterans aid and pen- "Commi.s-

sions sioner" defined.

Section 4. Section two A of said chapter one hundred
£',1^ j^^rfjox,

and fifteen, inserted by chapter one hundred and thirteen etcVamcmioTi.

'

of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby

amended by adding at the end the following paragraph :

—
The employer of any applicant for aid or relief under this Employer to

chapter who, upon like written request, unreasonably refuses n"[^s™ner ";
to inform the commissioner of the amount of money paid by amount paid

, 1 1 T , i-i_' applicant.

such employer to the applicant at any tune durmg his em-
ployment by such employer or who wilfully renders false in-

formation in respect to such a request shall forfeit fifty dol-

lars to the use of the commonwealth.
Section 5. Section six of said chapter one hundred and g.^l rrer.^

^^

fifteen, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amemied'
'

amended by striking out, in the forty-eighth, forty-ninth and
fiftieth lines, the words "having been appointed or having

enlisted in such service after February fifteenth, eighteen

hundred and ninety-eight and prior to July fourth, nineteen

hundred and two" and inserting in place thereof the words:
— which for the purposes of this chapter shall be defined as

having begun on February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and
ninety-eight and having ended on July fourth, nmeteen hun-

dred and two, — and by striking out, in the fifty-third and

fifty-fourth lines, the words "having been appointed or hav-

ing enlisted in such service between said dates", — so that

the fourth paragraph will read as follows :
—

Invalid pensioners of the United States who served in the
^^^^^^^

"^"^

army or navy of the United States to the credit of this com-
^^^^"'''

monwealth in or during the period of the war with Spain,
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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 115, § 6
amended.

World war
service.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 115, § 6,

amended.

which for the purposes of this chapter shall be defined as

having begun on February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and
ninety-eight and having ended on July fourth, nineteen hun-
dred and two; or who served in the regular army or navy of

the United States during said war or in the army, navy or

marine corps of the United States in or during the period of

the Philippine Insurrection or the China Relief Expedition,

while a citizen of this commonwealth, having a residence and
actually residing therein;

Section 6. Said section six of said chapter one hundred
and fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by
inserting after the word "war" in the sixty-seventh line the

words :— to the credit of this commonwealth, — so that the

sixth paragraph will read as follows :
—

Any soldier, sailor or nurse who served in the army or

navy of the United States in the world war to the credit of

this commonwealth, which for the purposes of this chapter

shall be defined as having begun on February third, nineteen

hundred and seventeen, and as having ended on November
eleventh, nineteen hundred and eighteen; provided, that such

soldier, sailor or nurse receives a pension or compensation
from the United States for disability incurred in such serv-

ice, and was mustered into such service while an inhabitant

of a town in the commonwealth and actually residing therein.

Section 7. Said section six of said chapter one hundred
and fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in the one hundred and twenty-sixth to the one
hundred and twenty-ninth lines, the words "if such parents

had been in receipt of state war allowance under chapter one
hundred and eight of the General Acts of nineteen hundred
and eighteen between February third, nineteen hundred and
seventeen, and November eleventh, nineteen hundred and
eighteen " and inserting in place thereof the words : — or after

honorable discharge therefrom, — so that the sixteenth para-

graph will read as follows :
—

Fathers or mothers, the fathers being alive, of soldiers or

sailors who served in the world war, in the same manner and
under the same limitations described herein for the service

of said soldiers or sailors, and who died in such service, or

after honorable discharge therefrom. No aid shall be granted

to persons in this class unless in each case the aldermen,

selectmen, or, in Boston, the soldiers' relief commissioner,

are satisfied, on evidence first reported to the commissioner
and satisfactory to him, that justice and necessity require a

continuance of the aid to prevent actual suffering.

Section 8. Section nine of said chapter one hundred and
fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out

all after the word "month" in the eighth line.

Section 9. Section ten of said chapter one hundred and
amend"d^.'

^ ^^'
fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out,

in the eighth line, the words "shall be poor and indigent",
— and by inserting after the comma in the ninth Une the

Fourth class
qualifications

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 115, §9
amended.

G. L. (Ter.
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words : — shall be, —; so that the second paragraph will read

as follows :
—

First Class, Each person of the first class shall have his First class

settlement in the town aiding him; shall have served as a
fi^^i'^^'^tions.

soldier, sailor or nurse in the manner and under the limita-

tions prescribed in the first class of section six; shall have
been honorably discharged or released from active duty in

such United States service and from all appointments and
enlistments therein ; and, by reason of sickness or other physi-

cal disability, shall be in such need as would entitle him to

relief under chapter one hundred and seventeen; shall not

be, directly or indirectly, in receipt of any other state or

military aid, or of any pension for services rendered or dis-

abihties incurred either in the civil or Spanish wars, Indian

wars or campaigns, the Philippine Insurrection, the China
Relief Expedition, Mexican border service or world war serv-

ice as defined in section six. The disability must have arisen

from causes independent of his military or naval service

aforesaid.

Section 10. Section nineteen of said chapter one hun- g. l. (Ter.

dred and fifteen, as most recently amended by section two ftc'l'amendld.^'

of chapter three hundred and sixteen of the acts of nineteen

hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in the nineteenth line, the word "dependent"
and inserting in place thereof the word :

— needy,— so as to

read as follows: — Section 19. The mayor of each city and
fg"f n^^fon of

the selectmen of each town or, in Boston, the soldiers' relief powers and

commissioner, shall designate a burial agent, who shall not '^"*'''^-

be one of the board of public welfare or be employed by said

board, and who shall, under regulations established by the

commissioner, cause properly to be interred the body of any
honorably discharged soldier or sailor who served in the

army or navy of the United States during the war of the

rebellion, or in the Indian campaigns if he died in receipt

of a pension from the United States, or during the war be-

tween the United States and Spain or the Philippine Insur-

rection after February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and
ninety-eight and prior to July fourth, nineteen hundred and
two, or in the Mexican border service of nineteen hundred
and sixteen and of nineteen hundred and seventeen, or in

the world war; provided, that the soldier or sailor died in

such service or after an honorable discharge therefrom or

release from active duty therein ; and shall also so inter the Burial of

body of his wife, widow or needy father or mother, and the
of loWiers"

bodies of army nurses entitled to state aid under section regulated.

six, if they die without sufficient means to defray funeral

expenses, and the bodies of dependent children eighteen

years of age or under, of such soldier or sailor, if such soldier

or sailor and his wife, or his widow, be without sufficient

means to defray funeral expenses; but no wife or widow of

any soldier or sailor of the civil war shall be entitled to the

benefits of this section unless she was married to him prior
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to June twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred and five, and no
wife or widow of any soldier of the Indian campaigns unless

she was married to him prior to March fourth, nineteen

hundred and seventeen, and unless she was, if his widow, in

receipt of a pension under the act of congress of March
fourth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and no wife or

widow of any soldier or sailor of the Spanish war, or the

Philippine Insurrection, unless she was married to him prior

to September first, nineteen hundred and thirty; and no
wife or widow of any soldier or sailor of the Mexican border
service or of the world war unless she was married to him
on or before January first, nineteen huncjred and thirty-

three. If an interment has taken place without the knowl-
edge of the burial agent, application may be made to him
within thirty days after the date of death, or after final in-

terment if the soldier or sailor dies in the world war service;

and if upon investigation he shall find that the deceased
was within the provisions of this section and the rules of

the commissioner, he may certify the same as provided in

the following section.

EdViis^'^'s 20 Section 11. Said chapter one hundred and fifteen is

etc!, 'amended. ' hereby further amended by striking out section twenty, as

most recently amended by section two of chapter three hun-
dred and thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-four, and inserting in place thereof the following

Expense of section I
— SecHon 20. The amount of the allowance for a

Conducror"^' burial as aforesaid, in the case of a soldier, sailor, wife,

R^turosand widow, needy father or mother or army nurse, shall not
reimbursement, exceed oue huudrcd dollars, and in the case of a dependent

child, fifty dollars up to the age of thirteen, and one hun-
dred dollars from the age of thirteen up to the age of eighteen

;

but if the total expense of the burial, by whomsoever in-

curred, in the case of a soldier, sailor, wife, widow, needy
father or mother or army nurse, shall exceed two hundred
and fifty dollars, or in the case of a child up to the age of

thirteen, one hundred and fifty dollars, from the age of thir-

teen up to the age of eighteen two hundred and fifty dollars,

no payment therefor shall be made by the commonwealth.
The burial shall not be made in any cemetery or burial

ground used exclusively for the burial of persons buried un-
der the provisions of chapter one hundred and seventeen, or

in any part of any cemetery or burial ground so used. Rela-

tives of the deceased who are unable to bear the expense of

burial may be allowed to conduct the funeral. The full

amount so expended, the name of the deceased soldier or

sailor, the regiment, company, station, organization or ves-

sel in which he served, the date of death, place of interment,

and in case of a wife or widow the name of the husband and
date of marriage, and in the case of a dependent child the

name of the father, and such other details as the commis-
sioner may require, shall be certified on oath to him, in such

manner as he may approve, by the burial agent and the

treasurer of the town expending the amount, within three
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months after the burial; and the commissioner shall en-

dorse upon the certificate his allowance of such amounts as

he finds have been paid, and reported according to the fore-

going provisions, and shall transmit the certificate to the

comptroller. The amounts legally paid and so allowed, with

no expense for disbursement, shall be reimbursed by the

commonwealth to the several towns on or before November
tenth in the year after the expenditures have been made.

Section 12. Section twenty-one of said chapter one g. l. (Ter

hundred and fifteen, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi- ameAded.'

tion, is hereby amended by striking out, in the second line,

the word "indigent" and inserting in place thereof the word:
— needy,— so as to read as follows:— Section 21. The pro- Application of

visions of the two preceding sections relative to burial of loumited*"

needy soldiers or sailors and their dependents and of sec-

tion seventeen relative to soldiers' relief shall not apply to

any person who at the time of entering the federal service

during the world war was a subject or citizen of a neutral

country who had filed his intention to become a citizen of

the United States and who afterward withdrew such inten-

tion under the act of congress approved July ninth, nineteen

hundred and eighteen, nor to any person designated upon
his discharge as a conscientious objector.

Section 13. Section one of chapter one hundred and g^V ^T.^''-.
,

Sixteen of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended.

amended by striking out, in the thirty-third line, the word
"the" the second time it occurs and inserting in place thereof

the word : — any, — so that clause Fifth will read as fol-

lows :
—

Fifth, A person who enlisted and was mustered into the Legal sottu-

military or naval service of the United States, as a part of and L"iiori.'

'"^^

the quota of a town in the commonwealth under any call

of the president of the United States during the war of the

rebellion or any war between the United States and any
foreign power, or who was assigned as a part of the quota

thereof after having enlisted and been mustered into said

service, and his wife or widow and minor children, shall be

deemed thereby to have acquired a settlement in such town

;

and any person who would otherwise be entitled to a settle-

ment under this clause, but who was not a part of the quota

of any town, shall, if he served as a part of the quota of the

commonwealth, be deemed to have acquired a settlement,

for himself, his wife or widow and minor children, in the

place where he actually resided at the time of his enlistment.

Any person who was inducted into the military or naval

forces of the United States under any federal selective service

act, or who enlisted in said forces in time of war between

the United States and any foreign power, whether he served

as a part of the quota of the commonwealth or not, or who
enlisted and served m said forces during the Philippine in-

surrection, and his wife or widow and minor children shall

be deemed to have acquired a settlement in the place where

he actually resided in this commonwealth at the time of his
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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 116, § 5.

amended.

Existing settle-

ments; con-
tinuance and
loss.

Time in certain
institutions
not counted.

"Commis-
sioner of state
aid and pen-
sions" defined.

induction or enlistment. But these provisions shall not
apply to any person who enlisted and received a bounty for

such enlistment in more than one place unless the second
enlistment was made after an honorable discharge from the

first term of service, nor to any person who has been proved
guilty of wilful desertion, or who left the service otherwise

than by reason of disability or an honorable discharge.

Section 14. Section five of said chapter one hundred
and sixteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting

after the word "remarries" in the twenty-first line the fol-

lowing : — , minor children, — so as to read as follows :
—

Section 5. Except as otherwise provided in this section, each
settlement existing on August twelfth, nineteen hundred and
eleven, shall continue in force until defeated under this chap-
ter, but from and after said date failure for five consecutive

years by a person, after reaching twenty-one years of age,

to reside in a town where he had a settlement, shall defeat

a settlement acquired under clause First of section one, or a
settlement of a woman acquired under clause Second of said

section one provided the settlement of her husband is de-

feated. The settlement of a minor acquired under either

clause Third or Fourth of section one, except the settlement

of a female minor who has married, shall be defeated with
the settlement of the parents. The time during which a

person shall be an inmate of any infirmary, jail, prison, or

other public or state institution, within the commonwealth
or in any manner under its care and direction, or that of

an officer thereof, or of a soldiers' or sailors' home whether
within or without the commonwealth, shall not be counted
in computing the time cither for acquiring or defeating a

settlement, except as provided in section two. The settle-

ment existing on August twelfth, nineteen hundred and six-

teen, or any settlement subsequently acquired, of a person

whose service in or with the army, navy or marine corps

of the United States qualifies him to receive aid or relief

under the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifteen, and
the settlement of his wife, widow until she remarries, minor
children, father or mother, qualified by his service to receive

relief under said chapter one hundred and fifteen, shall not

be defeated, except by failure to reside in the commonwealth
for five consecutive years or by the acquisition of a new
settlement.

Section 15. When used in any statute, ordinance, by-
law, rule or regulation the phrase "commissioner of state aid

and pensions", or any words connoting the same, shall mean
the commissioner of veterans aid and pensions.

Approved June 7, 1943.


