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of the laws of the commonwealth, including the service of

warrants, may be executed thereon in the same manner as

though this cession had not been granted
;
provided, that the

jurisdiction in and over the lands above described shall revert

to and revest in the commonwealth whenever such areas
shall cease to be used for the purposes set forth in section one;
and provided, further, that any jurisdiction over public rights

in navigable waters is expressly excluded from this grant and
chapter ninety-one of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edi-
tion, shall apply to any encroachment, filling or structure

placed in the tide waters of the commonwealth.
Section 3. This act shall take full effect as to each piece

or parcel of land acquired under authority of section one
upon the depositing in the office of the state secretary before

December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-four, of a
suitable plan of said parcel but not otherwise.

Approved June 9, 1943.

An Act relative to liens for real estate taxes and ChapA78
ASSESSMENTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as foUoios:

Section 1. Chapter sixty of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section thirty-seven, as most re- §37,' etc'.,

cently amended by section one of chapter eighty-four of amended,

the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, and inserting

in place thereof the following section : — Section 37. Taxes Tax lien on

assessed upon land, including those assessed under sections fevy1^y\*aie,

twelve, thirteen and fourteen of chapter fifty-nine, shall with
J^^^'^^

°^

all incidental charges and fees be a lien thereon from January
first in the year of assessment. Except as provided in section

sixty-one, such lien shall terminate at the expiration of two
years from October first in said year, if in the meantime the
estate has been alienated and the instrument alienating the
same has been recorded, otherwise it shall continue until a
recorded alienation thereof; but if while such lien is in force

a tax sale or taking has been made, and the deed or instru-

ment, of taking has been duly recorded within sixty days, but
the sale or taking is invalid by reason of any error or irregu-

larity in the proceedings subsequent to the assessment, the
lien and also the lien or liens for any subsequent taxes or

charges which have been added to the tax title account under
authority of section sixty-one shall continue for ninety days
after a surrender and discharge under section forty-six or a
release, notice or disclaimer under sections eighty-two to

eighty-four, inclusive, has been duly recorded, or for ninety
days after the sale or taking has been finally adjudged in-

valid by a court of competent jurisdiction. If at any time
while a lien established by this section is in force, a sale or

taking cannot in the opinion of the collector be legally made
because of any federal or state law or because of any in-

junction or other action of, or proceeding in, any federal or



624 Acts, 1943. — Chap. 478.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 60, new
§ 37A, added.

Procedure
when sale
or taking
cannot be
effected.

state court or because of the action of any administrative

body, the hen, if the statement provided for in section thirty-

seven A is filed, shall continue as provided in said section

thirty-seven A, subject, however, to any lawful action under
any paramount authority conferred by the constitution or

laws of the United States or the constitution of the com-
monwealth. Said taxes, if unpaid for fourteen days after

demand therefor, may, with said charges and fees, be levied

by sale or taking of the real estate, if the lien or liens thereon
have not terminated. No tax title and no item included in

a tax title account shall be held to be invalid by reason of any
error or irregularity which is neither substantial nor mislead-
ing, whether such error or irregularity occurs in the proceed-

ings of the collector or the assessors or in the proceedings of

an}'^ other official or officials charged with duties in connec-
tion with the establishment of such tax title or the inclusion

of such item in the tax title account.

Section 2. Said chapter sixty is hereby further amended
bj' inserting after section thirty-seven, as amended, the fol-

lowing section :
— Section 37A . If at any time while a lien

estabhshed by section thirty-seven of this chapter or under
chapter eighty or chapter eighty-three is in force, a sale or

taking cannot in the opinion of the collector be legally made
because of an}^ federal or state law or because of any injunc-

tion or other action of, or proceeding in, any federal or state

court or because of the action of any administrative body,
the collector may file with the register of deeds for record or

registration, as the case may be, a statement reciting that

the statement is filed pursuant to this section to continue,

until abatement or payment, the lien for a tax or assessment
in an amount stated, which need not include accrued interest

and costs, assessed for a year or on a date specified to a per-

son or persons named upon an estate described. The state-

ment shall also recite the reason why, in the opinion of the

collector, a sale or taking cannot then be legally made; but
any error or omission in the recitation of such reason shall not
affect the validity of such statement. The register of deeds
as such or as assistant recorder of the land court shall receive

and record or register such statement upon the payment of a

fee of one dollar which shall be paid by the town, but which
shall not be added to or become part of the unpaid tax. The
filing of such statement for record or registration shall oper-

ate to extend the time within which a sale or taking may law-
fully be made by continuing until payment or abatement of

the lien for such tax or assessment and all assessments or por-

tions thereof, rates and charges of every nature which have
been added to or become a part thereof; but the filing of such
statement shall not discharge the collector from liability upon
his bond for failure to collect such tax, assessment or portion

thereof, rate or charge, and the collector shall proceed to sell

or take the land within six months after he first gets notice

that the disability has been removed. The collector at any
time may, and upon the payment or abatement of the tax to
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which such statement relates shall, file a renunciation of all

rights under such statement; and the provisions relative to

the recordation of such statement shall apply to the recorda-

tion of such renunciation.

Section 3. Section twenty-three of said chapter sixty, as g l. (Ter.

most recently amended by section one of chapter one hun- §23,' etc.,

dred and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and a^n^e^ded.

thirty-two, is hereby further amended by adding at the end
the two following sentences: — A certificate issued on or statement

after October first, nineteen hundred and forty-three, under ming^of.

this section may be filed for record or registration, as the

case may be, within thirty days after its date, and if so filed

shall operate to discharge the parcel of real estate specified

from the liens for all taxes, assessments or portions thereof,

rates and charges which do not appear by said certificate to

constitute liens thereon, except the taxes, assessments or por-

tions thereof, rates and charges which have accrued within

the three years immediately preceding the date of the cer-

tificate, the taxes, assessments or portions thereof, rates and
charges which are included in a tax title account, and the

taxes, assessments or portions thereof, rates and charges con-

cerning which a statement has been filed for record or regis-

tration under section thirty-seven A of this chapter or sec-

tion forty-two B of chapter forty or any other provision of

law ; but a certificate issued under this section shall not affect

the obligation of any person liable for the pa3mient of any
tax, assessment, rate or charge. The register of deeds as

such or as assistant recorder of the land court shall receive

and record or register such certificate upon the payment of

a fee of one dollar.

Section 4. Chapter eighty of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section twelve, as most recently § 12,' etc.,

amended by section one of chapter two hunch-ed and fifty- amended.

two of the acts of the current year, and inserting in place

thereof the following section: — Section 12. Assessments Betterment

made under this chapter shall constitute a lien upon the land affiln'"^"*

assessed. The lien shall take effect upon the recording of Effective

the order stating that betterments are to be assessed for the date and
?, 1 • -11 1 !• 1 11

duration.
improvement. iLxcept as otherwise provided, such hen shall

terminate at the expiration of two years from October first

in the year in which the assessment is first placed on the an-

nual tax bill under section thirteen or, if an assessment has
been apportioned, from October first in the year in which
the last portion is so placed upon the annual tax bill, which-
ever is later, if in the meantime in either case the estate has

been alienated and the instrument alienating the same has
been recorded. If there is no recorded alienation within such
period, the lien shall continue until there is a recorded aliena-

tion. If the validity of an assessment made under this chap-

ter is called in question in any legal proceeding to which
the board which made the assessment or the body politic for

the benefit of which it was made is a party, instituted prior

to the expiration of the lien therefor, the lien shall continue
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until one year after the validity of the assessment is finally

determined, even though an alienation be recorded in the
meantime. If at any time while a lien established by this

section is in force, a sale or taking cannot in the opinion of

the collector be legally made because of any federal or state

law or because of any injunction or other action of, or pro-

ceeding in, any federal or state court or because of the action
of any administrative body, the lien shall, if the statement
provided for in section thirty-seven A of chapter sixty is

filed, continue as provided in said section thirty-seven A,
subject, however, to any lawful action under any paramount
authority conferred by the constitution or laws of the United
States or the constitution of the commonwealth. If the time
for payment of an assessment is extended under section

thirteen A, the hen shall, if the statement provided for in

section thirty-seven A of chapter sixty is filed, continue as

provided in said section thirty-seven A.
Approved June 9, 1943.

Chap. 4:79 An Act further regulating the compensation of mem-
bers OF THE STATE BALLOT LAW COMMISSION, AND THE
EXPENDITURES THEREOF.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Edn' G^fsi Chapter six of the General Laws is hereby amended by
amended. ' striking out scction thirty-oue, as appearing in the Tercen-

tenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
Compensation, scctiou I

— Section 31 . The members of said commission

faw com-°*^ shall cach be paid such compensation for their services, not
mission. exceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars annually, as the

governor and council may determine; and shall be allowed
for expenses such sum, not exceeding one thousand dollars,

as may be determined by the governor and council.

Approved June 9, 1943.

Chap.480 An Act exempting the charitable trust known as
EDWARDS scholarship FUND FROM TAXATION UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER FIFTY-NINE AND CHAPTER SIXTY-

TWO OF THE GENERAL LAWS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The property and the income of Edwards
Scholarship Fund, a charitable trust created under clause

twenty-seventh of the will of Grace M. Edwards, late of Bos-
ton in the commonwealth, for the purpose of educating de-

serving and ambitious young men and women domiciled in

the city of Boston, without discrimination as to race, sex or

creed, shall be e.xempt from taxation under the provisions of

chapter fifty-nine and chapter sixtj^-two of the General Laws
so long as such property and income are employed for the

aforesaid purpose. The trustees of such fund shall annually
not later than sixty days after the end of the fiscal year of


