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criminal record, if any, except for perjury or subornation of

perjury, be admissible to impeach his credibility. .

Section 2. The paragraph entitled "Accessory after the

fact " in the schedule of forms of pleadings at the end of chap-

ter two hundred and seventy-seven of the General Laws, as

appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended

by striking out all after the word "punishment" in the fifth

line.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on October first

in the current year. Approved June 9, 1943.
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ChapASd An Act making certain changes in the old age assist-

ance LAW, so CALLED,

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eighteen A of the

General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section one,

as most recently amended by section one of chapter seven

hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred

and forty-one, and inserting in place thereof the following

section:— Section 1. Adequate assistance to deserving citi-

zens in need of relief and supiport sixty-five years of age or

over who shall have resided in the commonwealth not less

than three years during the nine years unmediately preced-

ing the date of application for such assistance and who shall

have resided in the commonwealth continuously for one year

immediately preceding said date of application shall be

granted under the supervision of the department of public

welfare, in this chapter called the department. Financial

assistance granted hereunder shall be given from the date

of application therefor, but in no event before the applicant

reaches the age of sixty-five, and in determining the amount
of assistance to be given for any period preceding the date

on which the application was favorably passed upon, consid-

eration shall be given to the amount of welfare relief, if any,

given to such applicant during said period under any other

provision of law. Such assistance shall, wherever practi-

cable, be given to the aged person in his own home or in

lodgings or in a boarding home, which for the purposes

hereof shall include any institution providing shelter, care

and treatment for aged persons which is not supported in

whole or in part by pubHc funds; provided, that no inmate

of such a boarding home or institution shall be eligible for

assistance under this chapter while being cared for under

a contract; and provided, further, that for the purposes of

this chapter any person who, while such an inmate, has lost

his settlement or who shall lose his settlement at the time

of admission to such home or institution shall be deemed to

have no settlement in the commonwealth. Such assistance

shall be paid by check or in cash, 'which shall be delivered

to the appHcant at his residence, if he so requests, and shall
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be paid semi-monthly unless the applicant prefers less fre-

quent payments. Such assistance shall be on the basis of

need, and the amount thereof shall be determined in ac-
cordance with budgetary standards established by the local

board of public welfare. Budgetary standards shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the department, but, except as here-
inafter provided, such assistance shall be at not less than
the following rates: In the case of an individual living

within a family group not less than thirty dollars monthly;
in the case of an individual living outside a family group
not less than forty dollars monthly; in the case of a hus-

band and wife living together within a family group, both
of whom are eligible for such assistance, not less than fifty

dollars monthly for both; in the case of a husband and wife

living together outside a family group, both of whom are so

eligible, not less than sixty-five dollars monthly for both; in

the case of a husband and wife living together within a
family group, one of whom is eligible for assistance and the
other not yet sixty-five but over sixty, and eligible for pub-
lic welfare, not less than fifty dollars monthly for both, the
difference between the amount paid to the eligible one and
the amount which should be paid if both were eligible for

old age assistance to come from public welfare funds; in

the case of a husband and wife living together outside a

family group, one of whom is eligible for assistance and the
other not yet sixty-five but over sixty, and eligible for pub-
lic welfare, not less than sixty-five dollars monthly for both,

the difference between the amount paid to the eligible one
and the amount which should be paid if both were eligible

for old age assistance to come from public welfare funds; in

the case of sisters or brothers or sisters and brothers living

together within a family group, all of whom are so eligible,

not less than fifty dollars monthly for two and not less than
fifteen dollars monthly for each additional brother or sister

so eligible; or in the case of sisters or brothers or sisters

and brothers living together outside a family group, all of

whom are so eligible, not less than sixty-five dollars monthly
for two and not less than fifteen dollars monthly for each
additional brother or sister so eligible. The determination as

to what constitutes a family group under the provisions of this

section shall be made in accordance with rules and regulations

established by the department, authority to establish the

same being hereby granted. In computing the aforesaid

minima the local board of public welfare, or the department
acting on cases appealed, as the case may be, shall, in ac-

cordance with rules and regulations made by the depart-

ment, deduct therefrom the amount of income the person

assisted or to be assisted may be receiving from any source

whatsoever, and may so deduct therefrom such reasonable

amount as may be deemed to represent the financial value -

of board, lodging or other assistance which is being fur-

nished to such person from any source whatever, except
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where income is received from children living with the aged
parent or parents in payment of board and lodging to the
amount set forth in clause 6 of section two A.
Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and eighteen A is

hereby further amended by striking out section two, as most
recently amended by section two of said chapter seven hun-
dred and twenty-nme, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing section :
— Section 2. Each board of public welfare

shall, for the purpose of granting adequate assistance and
service to such aged persons, establish a division thereof to

be designated as the bureau of old age assistance. Boards
of pubhc welfare and bureaus of old age assistance in per-

forming the duties imposed upon them and in exercising the

powers granted to them under this chapter shall be subject
to the supervision of the department and shall comply with
all rules and regulations adopted by the department pur-
suant to the provisions of this chapter, and no city or town
shall receive reimbursement from the commonwealth under
this chapter with respect to any case unless the department
determines that the provisions of this chapter relative to the
minima provided in section one have been complied with by
such city or town with respect to such case. In addition, no
city or town shall receive reimbursement from the common-
wealth under this chapter, or be entitled to participate in

money received from the federal government under the pro-

visions of section seven unless the department has approved
its current budgetary standards and determined that the

rules and regulations of said department in connection there-

with have been complied with. No printed or written words
referring to boards or departments of public welfare shall ap-
pear on anj^ envelope mailed or delivered to an applicant
for, or recipient of, assistance under this chapter. Boards of

public welfare and bureaus of old age assistance shall give

to each aged person when his first application is acted upon,
or when any subsequent revision is made, a copy of the ap-
peal blank which shall set forth the method of appeal to the

department. In addition, the department shall distribute to

all aged recipients a pamphlet or pamphlets explaining this

chapter. In determining the need for financial assistance,

said bureaus shall give consideration to the resources of the

aged person. Action under sections twenty to twenty-two,
inclusive, of chapter two hundred and seventy-three shall be
brought by a local board of public welfare in connection with
the granting of assistance under this chapter only with the

approval and upon the direction of the department. In any
case where the department approves the bringing of such
action it shall order that such action be commenced within

a specified period of time thereafter and shall send a copy of

such order, attested by its proper officer, to the local board by
registered mail as soon as may be. If the local board neglects

or refuses to bring such action within the time limited by such
order the department shall thereupon bring such action in

the name and on behalf of such local board, or may with-
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hold from any city or town any reimbursement from the
commonwealth under this chapter and any reimbursement
from the federal government under the provisions of section

seven unless the action has been commenced by said local

board. Until the matter is completely adjudicated and the
resource in question is actually available to the aged person
or persons otherwise eligible, assistance to him or them shall

not be refused or reduced by reason of such resource. Upon
adjudication in favor of the local board, said board shall be
reimbursed by the child or children for the assistance granted
pending adjudication in such amount as the court may order.

Not later than fourteen days from the initial payment to

applicants, notice on a form prescribed by the department
shall be forwarded to the department, stating in each case

any and all deductions from the amounts of assistance pre-

scribed herein and the reasons for all such deductions. If

said deductions in a particular case are not approved by the

department they shall not be made in subsequent payments
in said case and the amount of deductions made in such
initial payment shall be added to the amount of the next
succeeding payment. Separate records of all such aged per-

sons who are assisted shall be kept in the manner prescribed

by section thirty-four of chapter forty-one and by section

thirty-two of chapter one hundred and seventeen. The de-

partment shall make an annual report, and also such reports

to the social security board established under the federal

social security act, approved August fourteenth, nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-five, as may be necessary to secure to^the

commonwealth the benefits of said act.

Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and eighteen A is Sj^-^j^o^r-

hereby further amended by striking out section two A, in- § 2a, etc.',

'

serted by section three of said chapter seven hundred and ^^^^nded.

twenty-nine, and inserting in place thereof the following

section : — Section 2A . In determining the resources of an Determination

aged person under section two the following schedule rela- aged^person/

tive to the financial ability to support by a child of such
person shall be followed :

—
1. If such child is married and living with his or her

spouse and one dependent son or daughter, but living apart
from the aged person, such child shall not be required to con-

tribute to the support of such aged person unless such child

is in receipt of income in excess of twenty-three hundred dol-

lars annually or in excess of the equivalent of twenty-three
hundred dollars annually.

2. If such child is married and living with his or her spouse
and two dependent sons or daughters, but living apart from
the aged person, such child shall not be required to contribute

to the support of such aged person unless such child is in

receipt of income in excess of twenty-eight hundred and
seventy-five dollars annually or in excess of the equivalent of

twenty-eight hundred and seventy-five dollars annually.

3. If such child is married and living with his or her

spouse and three dependent sons or daughters, but living
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apart from the aged person, such child shall not be required

to contribute to the support of such aged person unless such

child is in receipt of income in excess of thirty-four hundred
and fifty dollars annually or in excess of the equivalent of

thirty-four hundred and fifty dollars annually.

4. If a child of such an aged person is in receipt of an
annual income in excess of thirty-four hundred and fifty dol-

lars, in money or its equivalent, whether or not such a child

shall be required to contribute to the support of the aged

person shall be determined in each instance upon the merits

of that particular case.

5. No unmarried child of such an aged person, living

apart from such aged person and in receipt of an annual

income not in excess of one thousand one hundred and fifty

dollars, in money or its equivalent, shall be required to con-

tribute to the support of such aged person.

6. In the case of an employed single child living with

his aged parent or parents, income up to fourteen dollars a

week shall be considered exempt and available to said child

for his personal needs and board and lodging. In no in-

stance shall any part of said income be deducted by the

local board of public welfare or the department acting on

appeal as a resource of the parent or parents. Of the amounts
of income in excess of fourteen dollars a week received by
said child fifty per cent shall be considered as a resource of

the parent or parents.

7. In any case any unusual circumstances within the im-

mediate family shall be considered with a view to determin-

ing whether such circumstances justify an exemption from

the general rule relative to persons coming within the above

classes. Approved June 9, 1943.

ChavA90 An Act relative to reimbursement of cities and
TOWNS IN connection WITH PAYMENTS MADE UNDER THE
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE LAW.

Emergency WheTcas, The deferred operation of this act would prevent
pream e.

^^^ immediate estabhshment of a method of state reimburse-

ment of cities and towns for old age assistance, so called,

which will be in conformity with established practice, there-

fore this act is hereby declared to be an emergency law,

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. L. (Ter. Scction eight of chapter one hundred and eighteen A of

f s^kc?"^' the General Laws, as most recently amended by section
amended. eight of chapter seven hundred and twenty-nine of the acts

of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby further amended
by inserting after the third sentence the two following sen-

Approvai of tences :— The approval of accounts by the department un-

effect oL dcr this chapter shall have the effect of a provisional pre-

audit of such accounts, and reimbursements based thereon


