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§ 85, etc.,
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Apportion-
ment of main-
tenance of

hospitals and
preventoria.

Chap. 500 An Act relative to admissions to and charges for
THE SUPPORT OF PATIENTS IN COUNTY TUBERCULOSIS
HOSPITALS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eleven of the Gen-
eral Laws is hereby amended by striking out section eighty-

five, as most recently amended by section one of chapter four
hundred and fourteen of the acts of the current year, and in-

'

sertmg in place thereof the following section :
— Section 85.

The county shall provide for the maintenance, operation and
repair of said hospital, which shall, for the purposes of this

section and section eighty-five A, include the maintenance,
operation and repair of any preventorium erected by said

county in accordance with section eighty-five B and also the

cost of its construction and original equipment except when
the cost of its construction, original equipment, maintenance,
operation or repair is provided under said section eighty-

five B to be paid from appropriations, and shall for said pur-

poses include the establishment and maintenance of out-

patient departments and the furnishing of supplementary
diagnostic service under section eighty-five C; provided,

that the expenditure of money for the purposes of this sec-

tion shall be limited to such amounts as may be authorized

by the general court. Every town shall pay to the county
the sum of ten dollars and fifty cents per week for each person

admitted from such town to said hospital in accordance with
section eighty-eight. The county commissioners shall an-

nually in January apportion the balance of the cost of the

maintenance, operation and repair of said hospital, including

interest paid or due on temporary notes issued therefor, for

the previous year to the towns situated in the district, so

that sixty-five per cent of such balance shall be apportioned
on the basis of valuation as used in assessing county taxes

and thirty-five per cent thereof shall be apportioned to such
towns only as have had patients in said hospital during said

year and in such proportion as the number of patient days
chargeable to any town bears to the total number of patient

days of all patients in said hospital during said year; and
shall issue their warrants against the towns for the amount for

which they are severally assessed to pay for the maintenance,
operation and repair of said hospital. The county may,
thirty days after a written demand for payment, recover in

contract against any town liable to pay any part of the cost

of construction or of the maintenance, operation and repair

of said hospital the amount for which it may be liable.

County commissioners of counties whose patients are cared

for by contract under section seventy-nine may raise and
expend the sums necessary to carry out the provisions thereof,

and may borrow the same on the credit of the county, and
issue therefor notes of the county, payable, in not more than
eighteen months from their respective dates of issue, from the
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reimbursements received from said towns. They shall an-
nually in January determine the total amount already ex-

pended by or due from the county under such contracts dur-
ing the previous year, and shall apportion the same to and
may collect the same from the several towns liable, in like

manner as in counties having their own hospitals, and the
same shall be applied to the payment of the temporary debt
incurred by said counties.

Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and eleven is hereby g. l. (xer.

further amended by striking out section eighty-eight, as ap- fmomfelf.' ^
^'^'

pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
thereof the two following sections : — Section 88. Patients Admission

shall be admitted to said hospitals through application by the paymen't^by

boards of health of the towns served by said hospitals, and all cities and

patients shall be admitted in the order of their application.

Upon the request of any registered physician the board of

health shall forward forthwith to the hospital an applica-

tion for admission of any person found to be afflicted with
pulmonary tuberculosis. Whenever accommodations are

available, patients not residents of the hospital district may
be admitted on terms approved by the trustees, but not at

rates lower than the total approximate cost for patients resi-

dent within the district. Patients may be discharged only
in accordance with rules and regulations established by the
medical staff of the hospital and approved by the super-

intendent thereof.

Section 88A. The charge for the support of a patient in Liability

any of said hospitals shall be paid by the town sending him ^""^ ''^'^^ses.

to the hospital. If the patient has no known settlement in

the commonwealth the charge shall be paid by it, upon the
approval of the bills by the department of public welfare,

in the manner provided by section one hundred and sixteen.

Such charges may afterward be recovered by the town or by
the state treasurer, as the case may be, from the patient, if he
is able to pay, or from any person or kindred bound by law to

maintain him, in the manner provided by section sixty-six

for the recovery of unpaid charges for the support of inmates
of the state sanatoria.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on January first,
ff^|°'^^'^

nineteen hundred and forty-four.

Approved June 10, 1943.

An Act authorizing the town of hull to contribute phr,^ cqi
TOWARD THE COST OF STEAMBOAT SERVICE BETWEEN SAID ^'

town and the city of BOSTON.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The town of Hull may, from time to time,

for the purpose of avoiding a reduction or discontinuance of

steamboat service between said town and the city of Bos-
ton, enter into an agreement with the Nantasket-Boston
Steamboat Company, Inc., its successors or assigns, provid-


