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By Mr. Chiocca of Bridgewater, petition of Allan R. Chiocca and

Christopher J. Hodgkins relative to providing procedures and guide-
lines for the siting of hazardous waste facilities in the Commonwealth.
Natural Resources and Agriculture.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four

An Act relative to the approved hazardous waste facilities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 1SOB, inserted by section 4of chapter 508 of theacts of
3 1980, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 1508. The definition of “facility” in section one of
5 chapter twenty-one D shallapply to this section. Any such facility
6 shall be subject to this section and not subject to section one
7 hundred and fifty A.
8 No place in any city or town, shall be established or maintained
9 or operated by any person, including any political subdivision or

10 agency of the commonwealth, as a site for a facility, unless such
11 place has either been assigned by the board of health of such city or
12 town as a site for a facility after a public hearing, subject to the
13 provisions of any ordinance or by-law adopted therein under
14 chapter forty A or corresponding provisions of earlier laws.
15 The assignment of a place as a site for a facility shall be subject to
16 such limitation with respect to the extent, character and nature of

kl7 operation thereof as will insure that the facility imposes no signifi-
lB cantly greater danger to the public health or public safety from
19 fire, explosion, pollution, discharge of hazardous substances, or
20 other construction or operational factors than the dangers that
21 currently exist in the conduct and operation of other industrial and
22 commercial enterprises in the commonwealth not engaged in the
23 treatment, processing or disposal of hazardous waste, but utilizing
24 processes that are comparable. In assessing the significance and
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25 degree of danger, the board shall consider and evaluate such
26 evidence as all interested persons may submit to it including, but
27 not limited to, evidence comparing the procedures and practices
28 proposed for the conduct and operation of a facility with the
29 procedures and practices existing in the conduct and operation of
30 other industrial and commercial enterprises in the commonwealth
31 not engaged in the treatment, processing or disposal of hazardous
32 waste which are conducted and operated in accordance with law
33 and sound principles of modern engineering practice. The board of
34 health shall notify the department upon receipt of an application
35 to assign a place as a site for a facility. The department shall, upon
36 request by the board of health, provide advice, guidance and
37 technical assistance in reviewing the application. The department
38 and a board of health may enter into such other cooperative
39 arrangements in addition to those herein specified for the purpose
40 of achieving a more effective and expeditious review of the
41 application.
42 Every decision of the board of health in assigning or refusing to
43 assign a place as a site for a facility shall be in writing and shall
44 include a statement of reasons and the facts relied upon by the
45 board in reaching its decision.


