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An Act requiring persons operating or maintaining
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO FURNISH, UPON REQUEST,
CERTAIN TRANSCRIPTS OF RECORDS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would prevent Emergmcy

certain persons in the armed forces of the United States from
^^'^''^"^ ®-

promptly obtaining benefits by presenting proof of their hav-
ing certain educational attainments in the form of transcripts

of records of educational institutions within the common-
wealth; therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter seventy-one of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by inserting after section thirty-four, as amended, ne^w'§§^34A

the two following sections : — Section 34A . Any person op- and 34b,

erating or maintaining an educational institution within the ^
^

'

commonwealth shall, upon request of any student or former scTipts"o/^"

student thereof, furnish to him a written transcript of his
furn-^hed! efc.

record as a student. There shall be no charge for any tran-

script originally furnished by any such person hereunder,

but for any duplicate or additional transcript furnished here-

under a charge of not exceeding one dollar for each page, but
not exceeding five dollars for an entire transcript, may be
made by such person.

Section 34B. In case any person subject to section thirty- Failure to

four A shall refuse or neglect for thirty days after such re-
["anicript""''"

quest to furnish such a written transcript, the student or upon request.

former student requesting the same or, if a minor, his

guardian or next friend, may present to the superior court

for the county within which such person so subject resides

or such institution is located, or for the county of Suffolk, a
petition addressed to said court and praying for such relief

as it may deem proper in the circumstances; and thereupon
such court shall have jurisdiction of such petition and may
issue such orders relative thereto as it may deem proper,

and any failure or refusal to obey any such order may be Penalty.

treated by the court as a contempt thereof. Upon any such
petition the court may award costs and reasonable attor-

ney's fees to the petitioner. Approved June 12, 1943.

An Act to meet certain contingencies arising in con-
(JJkijj 543

NECTION with THE SERVICE OF PUBLIC OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES AND CERTAIN OTHER PERSONS IN THE MILI-

TARY OR NAVAL FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES DURING
THE PRESENT NATIONAL EMERGENCY.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend Emergency

to defeat its purpose, which in part is to protect the rights
^"^^^"^

of certain persons in the military or naval service of the
United States and to facilitate the temporary appointment
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of persons to perform their duties in their absence, therefore,

it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for

the preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter seven hundred and eight of the acts

of nineteen hundred and forty-one is hereby amended by
striking out section one, as amended by chapter one hundred
and seventy-two of the acts of the current year, and insert-

ing in place thereof the following section:— Section 1. Not-
withstanding any contrary provisions of general or special

law any person who, on or after January first, nineteen hun-
dred and forty, shall have tendered his resignation from an
office or position in the service of the commonwealth, or any
pofitical subdivision thereof, or otherwise terminated such
service, for the purpose of serving in the military or naval
forces of the United States and who does of did so serve or

was or shall be rejected for such service, shall, except as here-

inafter provided, be deemed to be or to have been on leave

of absence; and no such person shall be deemed to have re-

signed from his office in the service of the commonwealth,
or any political subdivision thereof, or to have terminated
such service, until the expiration of one year from the ter-

mination of said military or naval service by him.

When a person holding an office or position in the service

of the commonwealth, or any political subdivision thereof,

enters the military or naval service of the United States

and files a resignation in writing stating his reason for such
resignation, the resignation shall be considered a final deter-

mination of the reason for leaving the service of the com-
monwealth, or a political subdivision thereof. If no written

resignation is filed, entrance into the military or naval serv-

ice of the United States by a person holding a position in the

service of the commonwealth, or a political subdivision

thereof, shall be prima facie evidence that his service to the

commonwealth, or a political subdivision thereof, is termi-

nated for the purpose ol entering said military or naval service.

The phrase "serving in the military or naval forces of the

United States", the phrase "service in the mihtary or naval
forces of the United States" and the phrase "military or

naval service", as used in this act, shall be taken to include

service other than in a civilian capacity as a member of any
corps or unit established under the laws of the United States

for the purpose of enabling women to serve with, or as auxil-

iary to, the armed forces of the United States.

Section 2. Section three of said chapter seven hundred
and eight is hereby amended by adding at the end the fol-

lowing paragraph :
—

Any person who is in such military or naval service and
who is certified in accordance with the civil service law
and rules to a permanent office or position classified under
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws may be permanently
appointed to such office, or position and employed therein
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provided he makes request for employment in writing of the

appointing authority within three months after termination

of such mihtary or naval service, and files with the division

of civil service the certificate of a registered physician that

he is not physically disabled or incapacitated for performing

the duties of the office or position. Any such appointment
shall be subject to a probationary period of six months to be
served upon actual employment after return from the military

or naval service. Any appointment, transfer or promotion to

fill such office or position while he is so serving shall be tem-
porary only and shall be filled by a military substitute who
shall hold such office or position, subject to the same limita-

tions and with the same rights as a military substitute ap-

pointed under section two.

Section 3. Said chapter seven hundred and eight is

hereby further amended by inserting after section ten the

following section:— Section 10A. In case an elected officer

of a city, except in Boston, excluding the mayor but includ-

ing members of the city council, is unable to perform the

duties of his office by reason of said military or naval service,

an acting officer who in his absence from the city shall pos-

sess all the rights and powers, perform all the duties, and be

subject to all the obligations, of said office until the return of

the absent officer to the duties of such office or until the

expiration of the term thereof, whichever first occurs, shall

be selected as follows: (1) If the said vacancy is in a board
consisting of two or more members, the remaining members
shall give written notice to the mayor of said vacancy, and
said members and the mayor, acting as a special board, shall

fill such vacancy by ballot by a majority vote, or in case of

failure to fill such vacancy, in the manner hereby provided,

within one week after the giving of such notice, such vacancy
shall be filled by the mayor, except that in a city having a

Plan E charter, so-called, such a vacancy shall be fillfed in

accordance with the provisions of section one hundred and
two of chapter forty-three of the General Laws, or

(2) If the said vacancy is in an office held by an individual

not a member of a board, the mayor may appoint a person

to fill the vacancy.

If the holder of an office, other than that of a member of a

board, in a city other than Boston, which is filled by the city

council, whether by appointment or election, is unable to

perform the duties of his office by reason of said military or

naval service, an acting officer who in his absence from the

city shall possess all the rights and powers, perform all the

duties, and be subject to all the obligations, of said office until

the return of the absent officer to the duties of such office or

until the expiration of the term thereof, whichever first oc-

curs, may be appointed by the city council.

A person appointed under the provisions of this section to

fill a vacancy in the office of an elected officer, as defined in

section twelve, shall receive from the city one half of the

salary or compensation fixed for the position, which shall
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be deducted .from and charged against the appropriation

voted for such salary or compensation, phis such additional

amount, if any, as may be appropriated therefor. The sal-

ary or compensation paid to the elected officer, as defined

in section twelve, on leave of absence shall be one half of the

amount fixed for the office until the expiration of the term

of office for which he was elected, or until his return to the

duties of such office, whichever first occurs.

Section 4. Section eleven of said chapter seven hundred

and eight is hereby amended by adding at the end of the

first paragraph the following sentence :
— In case of failure to

fill such vacancy in the manner hereby provided within one

week, such vacancy shall be filled by the selectmen, — and
by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in place

thereof the following paragraph ;

—
A person appointed under the provisions of this section

shall receive from the town one half of the salary or compen-
sation fixed for the position, which shall be deducted from

and charged against the appropriation voted for such salary

or compensation, plus such additional amount, if any, as

may be voted by the town. The salary or compensation

paid to the elected official on leave of absence shall be one

half of the amount fixed for the office until the expiration of

the term of office for which he was elected, or until his return

to the duties of such office, whichever first occurs.

Section 5. Said chapter seven hundred and eight is

hereby further amended by inserting after section eleven the

four following sections: — Section 11 A. In case any elected

officer of a fire, water, fight or improvement district is unable

to perform the duties of his office by reason of service in the

military or naval forces of the United States during the exist-

ing state of war between the United States and any foreign

country, a majority of the members of a board established

as hereinafter provided may in writing appoint an acting

officer who in the absence of such absent officer shall possess

all the rights and powers, perform all the duties and be sub-

ject to all the obligations of said office until the expiration of

the term of the absent officer or until his return to the duties

of such office, whichever first occurs. Said board shall con-

sist of the prudential committee or body having like powers,

or, in filling a vacancy in any other elective body of any such

district, the members of such other body, and in addition in

each case the district clerk and the district treasurer; pro-

vided, that any such officer shall not be a member of such

board when his office is being filled. No member of any such

board shall have more than one vote.

A person appointed under the provisions of this section

shall receive from the district one half of the salary or com-
pensation fixed for the position, which shall be deducted from
and charged against the appi opriation voted for such salary

or compensation, plus such additional amount, if any, as may
be voted by the district. The salary or compensation paid to

the elected official on leave of absence shall be one half of the
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amount fixed for the office until the expiration of the term of

office for which he was elected, or until his return to the

duties of such office, whichever first occurs.

Section IIB. In case an elected county officer, other than

the register of probate, is unable to perform the duties of

his office by reason of said military or naval service, a board

consisting of the county commissioners together with the

clerk of court and the county treasurer, may in writing ap-

point an acting officer who in his absence shall possess all

the rights and powers and perform all the duties of said

office until the expiration of the term of office of the absent

officer, or until his return to the duties of such office, which-

ever shall occur first. In case of failure to fill such vacancy

in the manner hereby provided within one week, such va-

cancy shall be filled by the county commissioners.

A person appointed under the provisions of this section

shall receive from the county one half of the salary or com-

pensation fixed for the position, which shall be deducted

from and charged against the appropriation voted for such

salary or compensation, plus such further sum, if any, as

may be provided from an appropriation voted or a transfer

from the reserve fund set up in the budget. The salary or

compensation paid to the elected official on leave of absence

shall be one half of the amount fixed for the office until the

expiration of the term of office for which he was elected, or

until his return to the duties of such office, whichever first

occurs.

Section IIC. In case a register or an assistant register of

probate enters the military or naval service of the United

States, the judge or judges of probate of any such county

shall appoint a temporary register or assistant register to

act until the return of the absent officer to the duties of his

office or until the expiration of his term, whichever first

occurs, who shall have all the rights and powers and per-

form all the duties and be subject to all the obligations of

said office.

The compensation of a register or assistant register ap-

pointed under the provisions of this section shall be the

same salary fixed for said position and shall be paid by the

commonwealth

.

Section IID. The treasurer of any county, city, town or

district, when so authorized by the absent officer, shall re-

tain his compensation for the benefit of the county, city,

town or district.

Section 6. Section six of chapter four of the acts of

nineteen hundred and forty-two is hereby repealed.

Section 7. Said chapter seven hundred and eight is

hereby further amended by striking out section twelve and

inserting in place thereof the following section:— Section 12.

The term "elected officer", as used in this act, shall mean

an officer elected by and from all the voters of a county, city,

town or district respectively, and shall include a member of

a body, board or commission.
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Section 8. Said chapter seven hundred and eight is

hereby further amended by adding at the end the following

section :
— Section 26. Nothing in this act shall be con-

strued as giving the benefits thereof to any person who is

dishonorably discharged from such military or naval service.

Section 9. Section eighteen of said chapter seven hun-
dred and eight is hereby amended by striking out the last

sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-

tence : — Each such officer shall specify in writing the date
and shall add after his signature his rank and organization.

Section 10. Section twenty-five of said chapter seven
hundred and eight is hereby amended by striking out, in

the fifth line, the word "forty-four" and inserting in place

thereof the word : — forty-six, — so as to read as follows :
—

Section 25. Service in the military or naval forces of the
United States referred to in this act shall, except as other-

wise provided thereby, mean such service occurring on or

after July first, nineteen hundred and forty and prior to

January first, nineteen hundred and forty-six.

Section 11. The provisions of sections two and eight

shall take effect as of October twenty-ninth, nineteen hun-
dred and forty-one. Approved June 12, 1943.

Chap.54Q An Act establishing a board of collegiate authority
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AND FURTHER REGU-
LATING certain EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 15,

new § 3A,
added.

Board of

collegiate
authority.

Appointment
of mem-
bers, etc.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would' in part

tend to defeat its purpose, which is immediately to assist

citizens of this commonwealth who are or hereafter shall be
iri the armed forces of the United States during the present

war in obtaining higher rank in such forces based in part
upon proof of having satisfactorily completed courses of in-

struction in certain educational institutions within the com-
monwealth, therefore this act is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter fifteen of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section three the following new
section : — Section 3A . There shall be in the department a
board of collegiate authority, consisting of the commissioner,
who shall be chairman, the members of the advisory board
of education, and four citizens of the commonwealth to be
appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of

the council. Of the members originally appointed hereunder,

two shall be appointed for terms of three years each and two
for terms of four years each, and thereafter as the term
of an appointed member expires, his successor shall be ap-

pointed by the governor, with like advice and consent, for

a term of five years. Any vacancy in the appointive mem-
bership of said board shall be filled by appointment by the


