
HOUSE No. 3285
By Mr. Ambler of Weymouth, petition of Robert B. Ambler relative

to the purse structure ofcertain race tracks. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four

An Act further regulating the purse structure of certain race
TRACKS.

1 Section 4of chapter 558 of the acts of 1981 is hereby amended by
2 adding the following paragraphs:
3 Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, in the event of a
4 running horse racing meeting being conducted at a race track
5 outside the commonwealth, and within seventy-five miles of a
6 running horse racing meeting being held by a licensee at a race track
7 within the commonwealth, except a running horse meeting held or
8 conducted at a state or county or county fair, the average daily
9 purses, computed on a weekly basis, shall be no less than seventy

10 thousand dollars. If the seven per cent of the total wagering
11 required by this section to be allocated for purses is insufficient to
12 provide the said seventy thousand dollars, then the difference shall
13 be made up from the five per cent payable to the state and the
14 requirement of payment of said five percent to the state shallbe in-
-15 applicable. In order to maintain the revenue payable to the com-
-16 monwealth in the event of such outside competition, the withhold-
-17 ing on multiple racing shall be increased from nineteen per cent to
18 twenty-two per cent of which fifty per cent of the increase shall be
19 payable to the commonwealth and the balance of fifty per cent is to
20 be retained by the licensee. In the event however that the running
21 horse racing meeting being conducted outside the commonwealth is
22 at the same time of day as the running horse racing meeting being
23 conducted within the commonwealth, then in such event, notwith-
-24 standing any general law or special statute to the contrary, the
25 amount to be withheld from the total amount wagered shall be the
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26 same percentage as allowable by law in the commonwealth; how-
-27 ever, the taxes paid therefrom to the commonwealth shall be the
28 same as the taxes imposed in the outside state. The provisions of the
29 preceding paragraphs relative to multiple wagering shall be appli-
-30 cable in the case of this direct competition.
31 Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, in the event of a
32 harness horse meeting conducted at a racetrack outside the com-
-33 monwealth within seventy-five miles of a harness horse meeting
34 conducted by a licensee at a racetrack within the commonwealth,
35 the average daily purses allocated pursuant to this section shall be
36 no less than twenty-four thousand dollars. If the eight per cent
37 required by this section to be allocated by the licensee for purses is
38 insufficient to provide twenty-four thousand dollars then that per-
-39 centage shall be increased as required and the three per cent
40 required by this section to be allocated by the licensee to the state
41 racing commission shall not be applicable.


