
HOUSE 3437

By Mr. Morrissey of Quincy (by request), petition of Andy Atkins
for legislation to authorize independent voters to vote in primary
elections without adopting party enrollment. Election Laws.

®fie Commontoealtf) of MaiiacifUittt*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four.

An Act authorizing independent voters to vote in primary

ELECTIONS WITHOUT ADOPTING PARTY ENROLLMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 37 ofchapter 53 of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 7 of
3 chapter 829 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the last two sentences and inserting in place thereof the
5 following two sentences: —lf the party enrollment of the voter is
6 not shown on the voting list he shall be asked by the ballot clerk
7 with which political party he desires to vote, and the ballot clerk,
8 upon reply, shall distinctly announce the name of such political
9 party and shall record the voter’s selection upon the voting list.

10 The ballot clerk shall then give the voter a ballot of that political
11 party.

1 SECTION 2. The second paragraph of said section 37 of said
2 chapter 53 is hereby amended by striking out the period at the end
3 thereof and inserting the following words: —, but this shall not be
4 considered enrollment in said political party.

1 SECTION 3. Section 38 of said chapter 53, as most recently
2 amended by section 3of chapter 745 of the acts of 1979, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting
4 in place thereof the following sentence: The processing of an
5 absentee ballot to be used at a primary shall not be deemed to
6 establish the enrollment of a voter in a political party.
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