
HOUSE 3615

By Mr. Miceli of Wilmington (by request), petition of Joseph
Balestrieri for legislation relative to the powers and duties of dog
officers. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four.

An Act relative to dog officers.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 151 of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by section 2ofchapter 78 of the acts of 1956,and inserting
4 in place thereof the following two paragraphs:
5 The mayor of each city and the selectmen of each town shall
6 annually on May first designate one or more dog officers, who may
7 be police officers or constables, and who shall exercise the powers
8 of police officers, and who, except as herein provided, shall hold
9 office for one year or until their successors are qualified. The mayor

10 or selectmen shall forthwith submit to the county commissiones the
11 names and addresses of such officers. Except as hereinafter other-
-12 wise provided, if any city or town shall fail to make such appoint-
-13 ment, the county commissioners shall on June first thereafter ap-
-14 point a dog officer for such city or town. Any dog officer who fails
15 to comply with the terms of his warrant shall forthwith be removed
16 from office by the mayor or selectmen, and notice of such removal
17 shall forthwith be given to the county commissioners. The depart-
-18 ment ofpublic safety shall promulgate rules and regulations provid-
-19 ing that all persons designated as dog officers shall attend certain
20 training programs. Such rules and regulations shall also include
21 in-service training courses for dog officers. Dog officers, other than
22 those employed under regular pay, shall receive from the treasurers
23 of their respective cities and towns two dollars for each dog killed,
24 as provided in section one hundred and fifty-one A, in full compen-
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25 sation for their services. Each dog officer before disposing of any
26 dog in his possession shall check its description against the descrip-
-27 tions issued on dogs licensed within his city or town. Bills for such
28 services shall be approved by the mayor of the city or the selectmen
29 of the town in which said dogs are kept or killed, and in the county
30 of Suffolk shall be paid out of the dog fund. Cities and towns in
31 counties other than Suffolk shall be reimbursed by the treasurers of
32 their respective counties from the dog fund. Each dog officer ap-
-33 pointed under this section shall also attend to all complaints or
34 other matters pertaining to dogs in their respective towns, in addi-
-35 tion to the duties imposed upon him by his warrant, and shall be
36 paid for such services by the town treasurer upon bills approved by
37 the mayor or by the selectmen. The mayor of any city or the
38 selectmen of any town may, instead of appointing dog officers, as
39 hereinbefore provided, enter into a contract with a domestic charit-
-40 able corporation incorporated exclusively for the purpose of pro-
-41 tecting animals from cruelty, neglect or abuse, to perform the duties
42 required of dog officers, which contract shall, except in the county
43 of Suffolk, be subject to the approval of the county commissioners.
44 In any such case the payments to such corporation under the terms
45 of the contract shall be in full for all services rendered by it in such
46 capacity. Whenever in the opinion of the county commissioners the
47 co-operation of the local dog officer with a county dog officer is
48 necessary for the proper enforcement of sections one hundred and
49 thirty-seven to one hundred and seventy-five, inclusive, they may
50 require such co-operation, and such dog officers shall have the
51 authority to assist a dog officer in any city or town in the county in
52 which they have been appointed.
53 The mayor of each city and the selectmen of each town, in lieu of
54 the provisions of the preceding paragraph, may enter into a con-
-55 tract with a charitable humane corporation for the performance by
56 said corporation of the functions of a dog officer.


