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Chap. 178 ^^ ^CT RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION,
ALTERATION AND REPAIR OF CERTAIN BRIDGES BETWEEN
THE CITIES OF BOSTON AND CHELSEA, PURSUANT TO ANY
ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

Section 1. Chapter five hundred and eighty-one of the
acts of nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby amended by
striking out section one and inserting in place thereof the
following new section :

— Section 1 . Upon the application of

the city of Boston, after a vote thereupon by its city coun-
cil, to any justice of the supreme judicial court, and after

notice to and hearing of the cities of Boston, Chelsea and
Revere, and the town of Winthrop, and such other cities

and towns and street railway corporations as are affected

by the application, said court shall, from time to time here-

after as may be necessary, appoint three disinterested per-

sons as commissioners, neither of whom shall reside in either

of said cities or said town, who, after notice and a hearing,

shall apportion among the cities and towns which receive

special benefits from the bridges hereinafter named a just

and equitable share of the cost of construction, reconstruc-

tion, alteration, repairs and maintenance of said bridges,

and shall also assess upon any street railway having a loca-

tion upon any of said bridges a just and equitable share of

the cost of construction and repairs; provided, that no costs

shall be so assessed for any work done or contracted for

previous to the passage of this act. Said bridges are, (1)

Chelsea bridge, so-called, between Charlestown and Chelsea;

(2) Meridian street bridge between East Boston and Chelsea;

(3) Chelsea street bridge between East Boston and Chelsea.

Section 2. Section two of said chapter five hundred and
eighty-one is hereby amended by striking out, in the second
line, the words "shall be constructed" and inserting in place

thereof the words: — including such as may be constructed,

reconstructed, altered or repaired pursuant to any order of

the Secretary of War under powers conferred by federal law,

shall be constructed, reconstructed, altered, — by striking

out the words "said commission" in the seventh line and
inserting in place thereof the words :

— any commission ap-

pointed pursuant to this act,— and by inserting at the end
of said section the following new sentence :

— The city of

Boston is hereby authorized and empowered to apply for

and receive all payments or contributions toward such con-

struction, reconstruction, alteration or repair which may be
provided for by any applicable federal law, and shall apply
the amounts so received ratably to the credit of the afore-

said cities, towns and street railway companies in the same
proportions as the amounts apportioned b}^ said commission
to be collected from them, — so as to read as follows:—
Section 2. Said bridges, or any of them, or any authorized

substitute for any of them, including such as may be con-
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structed, reconstructed, altered or repaired pursuant to any
order of the Secretary of War under powers conferred by
federal law, shall be constructed, reconstructed, altered or

repaired by the city of Boston when appropriations therefor

have duly been made by its city council, and the city of

Boston is hereby authorized and empowered to collect from
the cities, towns and street railway companies aforesaid the

amounts apportioned to them by any commission appointed
pursuant to this act, on application to the supreme judicial

court or any justice thereof, or to the superior court or any
justice thereof, and said courts shall have jurisdiction in

equity or otherwise to enforce said payments. The city of

Boston is hereby authorized and empowered to apply for

and receive all payments or contributions toward such con-

struction, reconstruction, alteration or repair which may be
provided for by any applicable federal law, and shall apply
the amounts so received ratably to the credit of the aforesaid

cities, towns and street railway companies in the same pro-

portions as the amounts apportioned by said commission to

be collected from them. Ajpyroved April 10, 1941.

An Act authorizing towns to appropriate money for Chav. 17Q
THE payment of CERTAIN UNPAID BILLS OF PREVIOUS
YEARS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter forty-four of the General Laws is hereby amended Ed^' il^iew
by inserting after section sixty-three, as appearing in the section m.

Tercentenary Edition, the following new section : — Sec- !,
^

'

tion 64- Any town having unpaid bills of previous years unpSd'ac-

which may be legally unenforceable due to the insufficiency to^g^ijji

of an appropriation in the year in which such bills were in- curredin

curred, may, at an annual meeting by a four fifths vote, or yel^""*

at a special meeting by a nine tenths vote, of the voters pres-

ent and voting at a meeting duly called, appropriate money
to pay such bills; but no bill or payroll shall be approved
for payment or paid from an appropriation voted under
authority of this section unless and until certificates have
been signed and filed with the selectmen, as hereinafter pro-

vided, stating under the penalties of perjury that the goods,
materials or services for which bills have been submitted
were ordered by an official or employee of the town and that

such goods and materials were delivered and actually re-

ceived by the tow^n or that such services were rendered to

or for the town, as the case may be.

Every such certificate that goods, materials or services

were so ordered shall be signed and filed by the official or

employee of the town who ordered the same or, if he has
ceased to be an official or employee of the town, by any
official or employee of the town; every such certificate of

delivery to the town of goods or materials shall be signed

and filed by the vendor thereof or, if such vendor is a cor-


