
House of Representatives December 29, 1984

The committee on Rules, to whom were referred the Order relative
to making certain changes in the Rules of the House (House, No.
2476); and the Order relative to amending the Rules of the House of
Representatives (House, No. 5470), reports that the accompanying
order (House, No. 6380) ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

THOMAS W. MCGEE

HOUSE No. 6380

tCfje CommontocalH) of iHa««atfju«etl*
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four.

Ordered, That the Rules of the House of Representatives be
amended as follows:

In Rule 28, paragraph (1), by striking out, in lines 7, 8 and 9, the
words “shall not be considered until the expiration of seven calendar
days and”, and in paragraph 2 by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words
“without the unanimous consent of the House” and inserting in place
thereof the words “unless two-thirds of the members present and
voting consent thereto”;

In Rule 44 by striking out the third and fourth sentences which read
as follows; “At such session the House shall only consider reports of
committees, papers from the Senate, bills for enactment or resolves for
final passage, bills containing emergency preambles and the matters in
the Orders of the Day. Motions to reconsider moved at such informal
session shall be placed in the Orders of the Day for the succeeding day,
and no new business shall be entertained, except by unanimous
consent.”

In Rule 54 by striking out, in the second sentence, the words “except
that if said motion is moved on a day on which an informal session has
been designated, it shall be placed in the Orders of the Day for the
succeeding day”;

By striking out the second sentence of Rule 1A and inserting in place
thereof the following three sentences:

“At the hour of ten o’clock P.M., if the House is in session, he shall
interrupt the business then pending and shall, without debate, place
before the House the question ofsuspension of this rule which shall be
decided by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting by a
recorded yea and nay vote. If the vote is in the affirmative, the House
shall return to the pending business; and if no matter was pending, to
the next order of business. However, if the vote is in the negative, he
shall, without further debate, entertain a motion to adjourn or a
motion to recess to a time not earlier than ten o’clock A.M. on the next
succeeding calendar day.”;

In Rule 12 by inserting after the first paragraph the following
paragraph:
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The Clerk shall prepare and cause to be printed for the working day
preceding a legislative day an advance calendar of the matters in order
of consideration for the next legislative day and such other memo-
randa as the House or Speaker may direct when in the determination of
the Clerk a volume of matters exists for the next legislative day. The
Clerk may indicate on the advance calendar that the matters contained
therein are subject to change.”;

In Rule 20 by striking out, in line 5, the words “calendar days” and
inserting in place thereof the words “working days not including
Saturdays, Sundays or holidays”;

In Rule 22 by inserting after the fifth paragraph the following
sentence; “Accompanying said report shall be a written explanation
prepared by the committee defining any changes made in a bill, resolve
or resolution so as to facilitate the proceedings of the House.”;

In Rule 39 by striking out, in line 3, the word “several” and inserting
in place thereof the words “separate legislative”;

In Rule 83 by striking out, in line 2, the figure “69,”;

“Rule 85A. The House committee on Rules shall provide that two
year audits of House financial accounts be conducted following each
biennial session. A copy of such audit shall be filed with the Clerk of
the House, and copies shall be made available to members and the
general public.”;

“ 18. The Speaker shall establish a schedule for formal sessions and
shall take into consideration alternative schedules for committees for
the purpose of eliminating any meeting and scheduling conflicts.”;

In Rule 17A by inserting before the last paragraph the following
paragraph:

“A chairman shall maintain written attendance records of members
present at all hearings. Copies of written attendance records shall be
filed with the Clerk.”;

In Rule 18 by adding at the end thereof the following sentence:
“Such appointments shall be made only after a determined effort by
the Speaker and the Minority Floor Leader to avoid appointing
members to committees with conflicting hearing schedules.”;

By inserting in Rule 17 at the end thereof the words: “A committee
on steering and policy; (to consist of nine members);

inserting after Rule 85 the following rule;

inserting after Rule 1A the following rule:
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By inserting after Rule 7, the following new rule “7A. There shall be
a standing committee on Steering and Policy consisting of the
Speaker, the chairman of the House committee on Ways and Means,
the leader of the majority party in the House, the leader of the minority
party in the House, and five other members to be appointed by the
Speaker at the beginning of the first year of the biennial session of the
General Court. The committee shall meet from time to time at the call
of the Chair for the purpose of assisting the Speaker and the House in
identifying the major matters which require consideration by the
General Court during the pending session and to advise the Speaker
and the House on the relative priority of such matters, the relative
urgency for consideration by the General Court of such matters, and
alternative methods of responding to such matters by the General
Court.”;

By inserting in Rule 17 at the end thereof the words: “A committee
on Administration and Budget; (to consist of three members.);

“78. House Administration and Budget Committee
In the House there shall be a standing committee on Administration

and Budget. This committee shall consist of three (3) members; two (2)
members of the majority party and one (1) member of the minority
party elected at large by the House who receive the highest number of
votes.

The resources of the General Court and of the House in particular
shall be subject to the control and jurisdiction of the committee on
House Administration and Budget of the House. As used in this
section, the resources of the General Court shall include, without
limitation, all appropriations for the General Court, personnel, physi-
cal property, supplies, equipment and assignment of office space con-
trolled by or available to the General Court.

The Administration and Budget committee of the House shall prom-
ulgate rules and regulations governing use of the resources of the
House and in particular covering the following subjects;

(i) legislative expenses and reimbursements not covered by law;
(ii) personnel, including staffing of committees and offices;
(iii) assignment of rooms, office space, equipment and supplies.
Said rules and regulations shall ensure that the resources of the

House are distributed equitably so that every member who is not a
committee chair and is not a member of the leadership shall be entitled

inserting after Rule 7A the following rule:
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to and can expect to receive an amount of resources at a level reasona-
bly calculated to provide for the needs of a memberand which shall be
substantially the same as other members similarly situated.

The records of the House Administration and Budget committee,
including without limitation all budgets, budget requests, and rules
andregulations, shall be public records and subject to the provisions of
Chapter 66 of the General Laws, including without limitation, Section
10 of said chapter.

No member of the House Administration and Budget committee
shall hold any leadership position or be chair of any other standing
committee.”;

In Rule 18 by striking out, in the first paragraph, and inserting in
place thereof the following two new paragraphs:

“The Majority Floor Leader, the Assistant Majority Floor Leader,
and the Second Assistant Majority Floor Leader shall be appointed
and may be removed by the Speaker. The majority party caucus, in
open meeting, shall then vote to accept or reject each such appointment
or removal by a majority vote of those present and voting at the caucus
provided, however, that no such vote shall be secret.

The chairman of each standing committee, the vice chairman of
Ways and Means, the assistant vice chairman of Ways and Means, and
the vice chairman of Post Audit and Legislative Oversight shall be
elected by the House. Nominations for said positions shall be madeby
a member, seconded, and must be accepted by the member so nomi-
nated. The vote for election shall be a plurality of the votes of those
members present and voting, provided however that such vote shall be
by secret ballot. Each position shall be filled by separate vote. Removal
from said positions shall require a motion to vacate the position and
shall be voted by secret ballot by a majority vote of those present and
voting for such removal. A vacancy in any position regulated by this
rule shall be filled in the same manner as the original election.”;

In Rule 12 by striking out, in the first sentence, the word “Speaker”
and inserting in place thereof the words “committee on Rules”.

By inserting after Rule 12 the following two rules.
“I2A. Legislative matters shall be placed on the calendar and con-

sidered at the direction and under the control of the House committee
on Rules, subject to any further direction by the entire body.

128. A legislative matter which has been reported by a legislative
committee and which has not been referred to another legislative
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committee or placed in the Orders of the Day for therespective branch
shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the House committee on Rules,
and shall be subject to discharge by petition from said committee on
Rules as provided in Rule 28.”; and

In Rule 18 by striking out paragraph 3 and inserting in place thereof
the following paragraph:

“The Minority Leader shall appoint all members of the minority
party to all committees which shall include at least six appointments to
the committee on Ways and Means and six to the committee on Rules
and a number equal to the percent of representation of minority party
members in the House to all other committees, except that he shall
name one member to the committee on Bills in the Third Reading.
Where said percentage does not attain a whole number, for the purpose
of minority party representation, the next highest whole number shall
constitute the minority party representation on said committee. In no
case shall minority party representation be less than two members on
all standing committees.”

Adopted.

ROBERT E. MacQUEEN,
Clerk
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