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or signals regulating traffic at such intersection if a police

officer or duly authorized member of the mihtary service is

then stationed at such intersection to regulate traffic; pro-

vided, that the carriage of the United States mails, the

legitimate functions of the police, and the progress and
operation of fire departments shall not be interfered with

thereby. Approved May 26, 19U.

An Act relating to proceedings in the land court for (7/iar>.319
THE FORECLOSURE OF TAX TITLES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section fifty of chapter sixty of the General ^j^^®""-

Laws, as most recently amended by section two of chapter §50.' etc..

ninety-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
^™ended.

six, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
"assignment" in the nineteenth line the following new sen-

tence :
— The tax title account hereby required to be kept,

or a duly authenticated copy thereof, shall be prima facie

evidence of all facts essential to the determination of the

amount necessary for redemption.,— so as to read as fol-

lows :— Section 50. If the town becomes the purchaser, the Tax deeds to

deed to it, in addition to the statements required by section "''^ "'" *'*''"

forty-five, shall set forth the fact that no sufficient bid was Foreclosures,

made at the sale or that the purchaser failed to pay the

amount bid, as the case may be, and shall confer upon such

town the rights and duties of an individual purchaser. Every
such deed and every instrument of taking described in sec-

tion fifty-four shall be in the custody of the town treasurer,

and there shall be set up on the books of the town, whether
kept by the treasurer or otherwise, a separate account of

each parcel of land covered by any such deed or instrument,

to which shall be charged the amount stated in the deed or

instrumeilt, the cost of recording the same, and, upon cer-

tification in accordance with section sixty-one, all uncol-

lected taxes assessed to such parcel for any year subsequent
to that for the taxes for which such parcel was purchased
or taken, with all legal costs and charges thereon, including

interest accrued up to the date of such certification, until

redemption, foreclosure or assignment. The tax title ac-

count hereby required to be kept, or a duly authenticated

copy thereof, shall be prima facie evidence of all facts essen-

tial to the determination of the amount necessary for re-

demption. The town treasurer shall institute proceedings

for foreclosure as soon as such proceedings are authorized

by sections sixty-two and sixty-five. The commissioner may
at his discretion institute proceedings in the name of the

treasurer in the event that such proceedings are not insti-

tuted by the treasurer. Any expense incurred by the com-
missioner hereunder shall be assessed against the city or

town and collected in the same manner as expenses for

auditing municipal accounts under the provisions of section

forty-one of chapter forty-four.
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. Section 2. Section seventy-one of said chapter sixty,

as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
by striking out, in the first and second hnes, the words
"within ten days after fihng his answer" and inserting in

place thereof the following :
— on or before the return day,

or within such further time as may on motion be allowed
by the court, — so as to read as follows: — Section 71. Any
party may claim a jury trial on or before the return day, or

within such further time as may on motion be allowed by
the court, but unless so claimed the right to jury trial shall

be deemed to be waived. Upon such a claim issues shall be
framed therefor in accordance with the practice in the land
court.

Section 3. This act shall apply in any case where the

tax deed or instrument of taking referred to in section fifty

of chapter sixty of the General Laws, as amended by sec-

tion one hereof, was executed prior or subsequent to the time
when this act takes effect.

Section 4. This act shall take effect on September first,

nineteen hundred and forty-one.

Approved May 26, 1941.
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Chap. S20 An Act authorizing the adoption and amendment of
ZONING ORDINANCES AND BY-LAW^S UPON THE FAILURE
OF PLANNING BOARDS, ZONING BOARDS OR SELECTMEN TO
FILE CERTAIN REPORTS IN RELATION THERETO.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter forty of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section twenty-seven, as appearing in section

one of chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and inserting in place

thereof the following section :
— Section 27. Such ordi-

nances or by-laws may be adopted and from time to time

be changed by amendment, addition or repeal, but only in

the manner hereinafter provided. No ordinance or by-law
originally establishing the boundaries of the districts or the

regulations and restrictions to be enforced therein, and no
ordinance or by-law changing the same as aforesaid, shall

be adopted until after the planning board, if any, or, in a

town having no such board, the board of selectmen, has

held a public hearing thereon after due notice given and has

submitted a final report with recommendations to the city

council or town meeting, or until twenty days shall have
elapsed after such hearing without the submission of such

report; provided, that, in case of a proposed ordinance or

by-law originally establishing the boundaries of the districts

or the regulations and restrictions to be enforced therein, it

shall be sufficient if a public hearing is held and a final re-

port with recommendations is submitted by a zoning board

appointed for the purpose by the city council or selectmen

or twenty days elapse after such hearing without such re-


