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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 60. i 71.
amended.

Jury trial,

claim.

Effect of act
in certain
cases.

Effective
date.

. Section 2. Section seventy-one of said chapter sixty,

as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
by striking out, in the first and second hnes, the words
"within ten days after fihng his answer" and inserting in

place thereof the following :
— on or before the return day,

or within such further time as may on motion be allowed
by the court, — so as to read as follows: — Section 71. Any
party may claim a jury trial on or before the return day, or

within such further time as may on motion be allowed by
the court, but unless so claimed the right to jury trial shall

be deemed to be waived. Upon such a claim issues shall be
framed therefor in accordance with the practice in the land
court.

Section 3. This act shall apply in any case where the

tax deed or instrument of taking referred to in section fifty

of chapter sixty of the General Laws, as amended by sec-

tion one hereof, was executed prior or subsequent to the time
when this act takes effect.

Section 4. This act shall take effect on September first,

nineteen hundred and forty-one.

Approved May 26, 1941.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 40,

§ 27. etc.,

amended.

Modification
of by-laws, etc.

Chap. S20 An Act authorizing the adoption and amendment of
ZONING ORDINANCES AND BY-LAW^S UPON THE FAILURE
OF PLANNING BOARDS, ZONING BOARDS OR SELECTMEN TO
FILE CERTAIN REPORTS IN RELATION THERETO.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter forty of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section twenty-seven, as appearing in section

one of chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and inserting in place

thereof the following section :
— Section 27. Such ordi-

nances or by-laws may be adopted and from time to time

be changed by amendment, addition or repeal, but only in

the manner hereinafter provided. No ordinance or by-law
originally establishing the boundaries of the districts or the

regulations and restrictions to be enforced therein, and no
ordinance or by-law changing the same as aforesaid, shall

be adopted until after the planning board, if any, or, in a

town having no such board, the board of selectmen, has

held a public hearing thereon after due notice given and has

submitted a final report with recommendations to the city

council or town meeting, or until twenty days shall have
elapsed after such hearing without the submission of such

report; provided, that, in case of a proposed ordinance or

by-law originally establishing the boundaries of the districts

or the regulations and restrictions to be enforced therein, it

shall be sufficient if a public hearing is held and a final re-

port with recommendations is submitted by a zoning board

appointed for the purpose by the city council or selectmen

or twenty days elapse after such hearing without such re-
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port being submitted. No such ordinance as proposed to

be originally established or changed as aforesaid shall be

adopted until after the city council or a committee desig-

nated or appointed for the purpose by it has held a public

hearing thereon, at which all interested persons shall be

given an opportunity to be heard. At least twenty days'

notice of the time and place of such hearing before the city

council or committee thereof shall be published in an official

pubUcation, or a newspaper of general circulation, in the

municipality. After such notice, hearings and report, or

lapse of time without report, a city council or town meeting
may adopt, reject, or amend and adopt any such proposed

ordinance or by-law. No change of Siuy such ordinance or

by-law shall be adopted except by a two thirds vote of all

the members of the city council where there is a commis-
sion form of government or a single branch, or of each

branch where there are two branches, or by a two thirds

vote of a town meeting; provided, that in case there is filed

with the city clerk prior to the close of the first hearing be-

fore the city council or committee thereof a written protest

against such change, stating the reasons, duly signed by the

owners of twenty per cent or more of the area of the land

proposed to be included in such change, or of the area of

the land immediately adjacent, extending three hundred
feet therefrom, or of the area of other land within two hun-
dred feet of the land proposed to be included in such change,

no such change of any such ordinance shall be adopted ex-

cept by a unanimous vote of all the members of the city

council, whatever its form, if it consists of less than nine

members or, if it consists of nine or more members, by a

three fourths vote of all the members thereof where there is

a commission form of government or a single branch, or of

each branch where there are two branches.

When such by-laws or any changes therein are submitted

to the attorney general for approval as required by section

thirty-two, there shall also be furnished to him a statement
explaining clearly the by-laws or changes proposed, together

with maps or plans, when necessary.

Approved May 26, 1941.

An Act relative to the water supply of the amherst Chap. S21
WATER COMPANY, AND ITS PURCHASE AND OPERATION BY
THE TOWN OF AMHERST.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and ninety-eight of

the acts of nineteen hundred and three is hereby amended
by striking out section six, as amended by section one of

chapter seven hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and fourteen, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing section: — Section 6. Said town, for the purpose of

paying the necessary expenses and liabilities incurred or to


