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By Mr. Aleixo of Taunton, petition of Theodore J. Aleixo, Jr.,
relative to personnel of the Trial Court. The Judiciary.

®lje Commontoealtfj of iWatfgacfjugcttt

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five,

An Act relative to trial court personnel.

1 SECTION 1. The third paragraph of Section 10 of Chapter218
2 is hereby amended by striking out the line reading “First District
3 Court of Barnstable”.

1 SECTION 2. The fourth paragraph under said Section 10 of
2 said Chapter 218, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting
3 before the line reading “Third District Court of Bristol” the follow-
-4 ing line:— “First District Court of Barnstable”.

1 SECTION 3. Section 83 of chapter 276 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended in section 65 of chapter 367 of the acts of
3 1978, is hereby further amended by striking out lines 9, 10, 11
4 and 12 of the first paragraph the words “provided that the justice of
5 the probate court for Barnstable County shall appoint probation
6 officers to serve the probate courts of the counties of Barnstable
7 and Nantucket and the county of Dukes County” and inserting in
8 place thereof the following; provided, “that the justice of the
9 probate court for Barnstable County shall appoint two probation

10 officers to serve the probate court for Barnstable County, one
11 probation officer for the county of Nantucket, and Dukes County”.

1 SECTION 4. Section 31 of chapter 217 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 156 of chapter 478 of the acts of

Be it enacted by the Senate and HouseofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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3 1978, is hereby amended by adding after the line reading “Middle-
-4 sex, three messengers,” in thefirst sentence the words “Barnstable,
5 one messenger!’

1 SECTION 5. Section 30 of chapter 217 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 155ofchapter478oftheactsof 1978, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “officers”, in line 3, the
4 following words: and the judge of probate for the county of
5 Barnstable may appoint one officer.

1 SECTION 6. Section 83 of chapter 176 of the General Laws, is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the third sentence the following
3 sentence;

4 There shall be appointed in addition to the number of probation
5 officers authorized for the Edgartown division of the district court
6 department another probation officer.

1 SECTION 7. Paragraph (1) section 10 of Chapter 218 of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in Chapter 446 of the Acts of 1974, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the words “first district court of
4 southern Worcester” the following words: district court of
5 Nantucket.

1 SECTIONS. Section 58 ofChapter 218 ofthe General Laws, as
2 inserted by Section 213 of Chapter 478 of the Acts of 1978, is
3 hereby amended by inserting at the end of the third paragraph
4 thereof the following:
5 The Worcester division shall have a first assistant clerk and one
6 assistant clerk, who shall be appointed by the clerk subject to the
7 approval of the first justice. The Bristol and Springfield divisions
8 shall each have a first assistant clerk and three assistant clerks, who
9 shall be appointed by the clerk subject to the approval of the first

10 justice.

1 SECTION 9. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 176 of chapter 478 of the acts of
3 1978, is hereby further amended by striking out the third para-
-4 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph;
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Three assistant clerks with salaries payable by the common-
wealth may be appointed in:

5
6

first district court of Barnstable7
8 municipal court of the Brighton district

second district court of Bristol9
district court of Hampshire10
first district court of eastern Middlesex
second district court of eastern Middlesex
fourth district court of eastern Middlesex
district court of Newton

11
12
13
14

district court of Somerville.15

SECTION 10. Said section 10 of said chapter 218, as so
amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the fourth
paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following para-
graph:

7

3
4

Four assistant clerks with salaries payable by the common-
wealth may be appointed in:

5
6

third district court of Bristol
East Boston district court
second district court of Plymouth

7
8
9

municipal court of the South Boston district
district court of Brockton

10
11

municipal court of the Charlestown district
central district court of northern Essex
district court of Southern Essex

12
13
14

district court of northern Norfolk.15

1 SECTION 11. Notwithstanding the provisions ofsections eighty-
-2 three and eighty-three Aof chapter two hundred and seventy-six,
3 the presiding justice of the Barnstable County Probate Court is
4 hereby directed to appoint one additional probation officer to
5 serve the needs of said court.

1 SECTION 12. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 176 of chapter 478 of the acts
3 of 1978 is hereby further amended by striking out in the third
4 paragraph the following: “third district court of Plymouth”.
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1 SECTION 13. Said section of said chapter is hereby further
2 amended by inserting in the fourth paragraph after the words
3 “second district court ofPlymouth” the following: “third district
4 court of Plymouth”.

1 SECTION 14. Chapter 217 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking from Section 30 thereof; — “Norfolk may
3 appoint three officers” and inserting in place thereof: “Norfolk
4 may appoint four officers”.

1 SECTION 15. Section 31 of Chapter 217 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking therefrom the words: “Norfolk,
3 threemessengers” and inserting in place thereof the words: “Nor-
-4 folk, four messengers”.

1 SECTION 16. Section 23Aof Chapter 217 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking therefrom the words: “Norfolk,
3 five assistant registers” and substituting in place thereof the
4 words: “Norfolk, seven assistant registers”.

1 SECTION 17. The first paragraph of section 10 of chapter 218
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 559 of
3 the Acts of 1980, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
4 line reading “district court of Marlborough” the following line:
5 district court of Natick.

1 SECTION 18. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out in the fourth clause of the
4 first paragraph the words: district court of northern norfolk.

1 SECTION 19. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
3 hereby further amended by adding in the sixth clause of the first
4 paragraph the words: district court of northern norfolk.

1 SECTION 20. Section 10 ofchapter 218 of the General Laws is
2 further amended in the first clause by adding after the words
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3 “district court of Marlborough”, the following, “Second District
4 Court of Southern Worcester”.

1 SECTION 21. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by striking in paragraph two the line,
3 “district court of Peabody”, and inserting in paragraph three after
4 the line “district court ofSouthern Norfolk,” the following, “dis-
-5 trict court of Peabody”.

1 SECTION 22. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is hereby further
3 amended by striking therefrom in the first paragraph, after “dis-
-4 trict court of Eastern Essex”, the words “district court of Fitch-
-5 burg”, and inserting therein in the second paragraph after the
6 words “first district court of Essex”, the words “district court of
7 Fitchburg”, and by adding in paragraph 13 thereof, after the
8 words, “district court of Lowell,” the words, “district court of
9 Fitchburg.”

1 SECTION 23. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
3 ' hereby further amended by adding in the first paragraph after the
4 words, “district court of Chicopee”, the words, “district court of
5 Clinton.”

1 SECTION 24. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
3 hereby further amended by adding in the first paragraph after the
4 words, “district court of Marlborough”, the words, “district court
5 of Winchendon.”

1 SECTION 25. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
3 hereby further amended by adding in the first paragraph before the
4 words “district court of Marlborough”, the words, “district court
5 of Ipswich.”

1 SECTION 26. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
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3 hereby further amended by adding in thefirst paragraph before the
4 words “district court of Barnstable”, the words, “district court of
5 Amesbury.”

1 SECTION 27. Section 10 of chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 559 of the acts of 1980, is
3 hereby further amended by adding in the first paragraph after the
4 words “district court of Marlborough”, the words, “district court
5 of Newburyport.”

1 SECTION 28. Chapter 278 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following new paragraph;
3 Section 28A. The Chief Probation Officer for Suffolk County
4 shall be the Probation Officer for the appellate division of the
5 Superior Court. He/she shall attend all sittings of the appellate
6 division wherever such sittings are held. He/she shall have the care
7 and custody ofall probation folders which pertain to the appellate
8 division. He/she shall have all the power and authority of a Chief
9 Probation Officer in any county of the Commonwealth in any and

10 all matters pertaining to the appellate division or to any criminal
11 case in which an appeal for a review of a sentence imposed in any
12 county has been filed.

1 SECTION 29. Section 10 of Chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 478 of the Acts of 1978, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out in the sixth paragraph the
4 line reading, “District Court of East Norfolk”.

1 SECTION 30. Section 10 of Chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 478 of the Acts of 1978, is
3 hereby further amended by inserting the following new para-
-4 graph:—
5 Eight assistant clerks with salaries payable by the common-
-6 wealth may be appointed in:
7 “District Court of East Norfolk.”

1 SECTION 31. Any other provision of law to the contrary not-
-2 withstanding, there shall be five court officers in the Norfolk
3 Division of the Probate and Family Court Department.
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SECTION 32. The first paragraph of Section 10of Chapter 218
of the General Laws, as most recently amended by Section I6A of
Chapter 354 of the Acts of 1980, is hereby further amended by
inserting after the words “first district court of southern Worces-
ter,” the words, “Edgartown district court.”

2
3
4
5

SECTION 33. Section 5 of Chapter 221 is hereby amended by
striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
following new paragraph;

1
2
3
4 In addition to the assistant clerks provided for in section four,

the clerks of the courts for the following counties may appoint
assistant clerks with the same powers and duties. Said appoint-
ments shall be as follows:

5
6
7

Barnstable, one assistant clerk8
Bristol, seven assistant clerks9
Essex, eight assistant clerks10
Hampden, seven assistant clerksII
Norfolk, eight assistant clerks12
Middlesex, twenty assistant clerks13
Plymouth, six assistant clerks14
Worcester, eleven assistant clerks15
Suffolk, (a) superior court department, by the clerk of the su-

perior court department for criminal business, twenty assistants;
(b) superior court department, by the clerk of the superior court
department for civil business, twenty-one assistants; (c) supreme
judicial court, by the clerk of the supreme judicial court for said
county, a second assistant clerk, designated from his office force
and a third assistant clerk, designated from his office force.

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

SECTION 34. The first paragraph of Section 10 of Chapter 218
ofthe General Laws, as appearing in Section 176 of Chapter 478 of
the Acts of 1978, is hereby amended by striking out the line reading
“District Court of Central Berkshire”.

2
3
4

1 SECTION 35. The second paragraph of said Section 10 of said
2 Chapter 218, so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 line reading: “Two assistant clerks with salaries payable by the
4 Commonwealth may be appointed in;” the following line; Dis-
-5 trict Court of Central Berkshire.
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1 SECTION 36. The first paragraph of section 10 of chapter 218
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 176 of chapter 478 of
3 the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by inserting after the line
4 reading “district court of Marlborough” the following line:
5 “district court of Leominster”.

1 SECTION 37. The sixth paragraph of section 10of chapter 218
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 176 of chapter 478 of
3 the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by striking out the following
4 words: first district court of southern Middlesex.

1 SECTION 38. Said section 10 of chapter 218, as appearing in
2 section 176of chapter 478 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by
3 inserting the following line at the end of the seventh paragraph:
4 first district court of southern Middlesex.

1 SECTION 39. Clause (9) of section 62 of chapter 218 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section 2of chapter
3 729 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further amended by adding the
4 following line: fourth district court of Plymouth.

1 SECTION 40. The second paragraph of section 10 of Chapter
2 218 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 176 of Chapter
3 478 of the Acts of 1978, is hereby amended by striking out the line
4 reading “fourth district court of Plymouth”.

1 SECTION 41. The third paragraph of section 10 of Chapter
2 218 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 176 of Chapter
3 478 of the Acts of 1978, is hereby amended by adding the line
4 reading “fourth district court of Plymouth”.

1 SECTION 42. Chapter 217 of the General Laws as most recent-
-2 ly amended by chapter 478 of the acts of 1978, is further amended
3 by striking out section 23A and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section;
5 Section 23A. In addition to the first assistant registers of pro-
-6 bate provided for in section twenty-three, the judges of the respec-
-7 tive divisions of the probate and family court department for the
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following counties may appoint assistant registers with the same
powers and duties. Said appointments shall be as follows:

8
9

Barnstable, one assistant register
Berkshire, one assistant register
Bristol, three assistant registers
Essex, three assistant registers
Hampden, three assistant registers
Middlesex, five assistant registers
Norfolk, five assistant registers
Plymouth, four assistant registers
Suffolk, five assistant registers
Worcester, four assistant registers.

10
II
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

SECTION 43. Chapter 217 of the General Laws as most recent-
ly amended by chapter 478 of the acts of 1978 is further amended by
striking out Section 30 and inserting in place thereof the following
new section:

2
3
4

Section 30. The judges of probate for the counties of Suffolk,
Middlesex and Norfolk may appoint three officers, and the judges
of probate for the county of Plymouth may appoint four officers,
and the judges of probate for the counties of Essex and Worcester
may appoint two officers to attend the sessions of the court for
their respective counties. Such officers may be removed at the
pleasure of the judge or judges of probate of their respective
counties, and said judge or judges may fill any vacancy caused by
removal or otherwise. Each court officer appointed hereunderfor
Suffolk, Middlesex, Worcester, Essex, Norfolk or Plymouth
county shall give bond with sufficient sureties approved by a judge
of his court for the faithful performance of his duties, in the sum of
one thousand dollars, payable to the state treasurer. Each officer
appointed hereunder shall serve the orders, precepts and processes
issued by the probate court for which he is appointed or by a judge
thereof; and shall at the expense of the commonwealth be fur-
nished with a uniform while in attendance on said court.

5
6
7
8
9

10
il
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

SECTION 44. Clause (8) ofsaid section 62 of said chapter 218
as amended by chapter 729 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further2
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3 amended by striking out the line reading: “district court of
4 Chelsea”.

1 SECTION 45. Clause (7) of section 62 of chapter 218 of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in chapter 731 of the acts of 1974, by
3 adding the following line: district court of Chelsea.

1 SECTION 46. The second paragraph of section 10 of chapter
2 218 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 176of chapter 478
3 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by striking out the line
4 reading “district court of Chelsea”.

1 SECTION 47. The third paragraph of said section 10 of said
2 . chapter 218, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the line reading “second district court of Bristol” the following
4 line; “district court of Chelsea”.

1 SECTION 48. Section 28 ofchapter 217 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the word “four” in the second
3 sentence, as appearing in chapter 678 of the acts of 1977, and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: five.

1 SECTION 49. The first paragraph of section 83 of chapter 276
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 290 of
3 chapter 478 of the acts of 1978, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the fourth sentence and inserting in place thereof the
5 following sentence: —ln a probation office of any court, other
6 than the municipal court of the city of Boston, having two or more
7 probation officers, one may be designated as chief probation of-
-8 ficer; in a probation office of any court having only one probation
9 officer, such probation officer shall be designated as chief proba-

-10 tion officer; in any such probation office having five or more
11 probation officers, for each five such officers, one may be designat-
-12 ed as assistant chief probation officer; and in any such probation
13 office having three or more assistant chief probation officers, one
14 may be designated first assistant chief probation officer.

1 SECTION 50. Clause (9) of section 62 of chapter 218 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section 2of chapter
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4 following line; municipal court of the Brighton district.

1 SECTION 51. Chapter 217 of the General Laws as most recent-
-2 ly amended by Chapter 478 of the Acts of 1978 is further amended
3 by striking out Section 31 and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing new section;
5 Section 31. The justices of the respective divisions of the pro-
-6 bate and family court department may appoint the following
7 number of messengers for their respective divisions:
8 Middlesex, three messengers
9 Essex, one messenger

10 Suffolk, one messenger
11 Hampden, five messengers
12 Norfolk, three messengers
13 Plymouth, one messenger
14 Bristol, two messengers
15 Said justices may remove said messengers at their pleasure, and
16 may fill vacancies caused by removal or otherwise. Said mes-

-17 sengers shall wait upon the court and perform such duties as the
18 judges may direct, including duty as court officers. They shall,
19 while in attendance on the court, wear uniforms, such as the

20 administrative justice shall order, to be furnished at the expense of
21 the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 52. Clause (8) of said section 62 of said chapter 218,
2 as most recently amended by section lofchapter 729 of the acts of
3 1977, is hereby further amended by striking out the line reading
4 “second district court of Plymouth”.

1 SECTION 53. Clause (7) of section 62 of chapter 218 of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 731 ofthe acts
3 of 1974, is hereby further amendedby adding the following line:
4 second district court of Plymouth.

1 SECTION 54. The fourth paragraph of section 10 of chapter
2 218 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section 148
3 of chapter 632 of the acts of 1981, is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the line reading “East Boston district court”.
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1 SECTION 55. The fifth paragraph of said section 10of chapter
2 218 is hereby amended by adding the following line: East Boston
3 district court.

1 SECTION 56. Said section 10 of said chapter 218 is hereby
2 further amended by adding the following paragraph:
3 One of the five assistant clerks for the East Boston district court
4 shall be appointed as courtroom procedure’s clerk.

1 SECTION 57. Section 29 of Chapter 217 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by Section 12of Chapter 632 of the Acts
3 of 1981 is hereby further amended by striking out the second
4 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
5 Said register may with the approval of the judges designate three
6 employees as deputy assistant registers with the same powers as
7 assistant registers and may revoke any such designation at
8 pleasure.

1 SECTION 58. Section 62 of Chapter 218 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 321 of the Acts of 1982 is
3 hereby further amended by inserting in Clause (9) after the words,
4 “first district court of Eastern Worcester”, the following: “first
5 district court of Southern Worcester.”

1 SECTION 59. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended, by striking out Section 758, inserted by Section 2of
3 Chapter 769 of the Acts of 1977, and inserting in its place the
4 following new section:
5 Section 758. The salaries of the first assistant clerks of the
6 municipal court of the City of Boston and the first assistant clerk
7 designated in charge of twelve-man jury sessions of said court for
8 criminal business shall be equal to eighty-seven and one-half per-
-9 cent, the clerk in charge ofcase flow management shall be equal to

10 eighty-five percent, and the salaries of all other assistant clerks
11 shall be equal to seventy-five percent, of the salary of the clerks of
12 court.
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