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An Act relative to the expense of the making secure (7/i(jr).445
OR THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN BUILDINGS OR OTHER STRUG-

^'

TURES by THE BUILDING COMMISSIONER OF THE CITY OF

BOSTON.

Be it enactedf etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter five hundred and fifty of the acts

of nineteen hundred and seven is hereby amended by strik-

ing out section five, as most recently amended by sec-

tion two of chapter two hundred and fifty of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-one, and inserting in place

thereof the following section :
— Section 5. The person

notified as provided in the preceding section shall provide

sufficient means of egress in case of fire satisfactory to the

building commissioner, or shall comply with the provision

of this act which is being violated, or shall secure or remove
said building, structure, attachment or connection forth-

with. If the public safety so requires, the commissioner,

with the approval of the mayor, may at once enter the build-

ing or other structure which he finds unsafe or dangerous,

the land on which it stands or the abutting land or buildings,

with such assistance as he may require, and secure or remove
the same, and may erect such protection for the pubHc by
proper fence or otherwise as may be necessary, and for this

purpose may close a public highway.
A claim for the expense incurred by the commissioner

under this section shall constitute a debt due the city upon
the completion of the work and the rendering to the owner of

an account therefor, and shall be recoverable from the owner
in an action of contract. Said debt, together with interest

thereon at the rate of six per cent per annum from the date

upon which said debt became due, shall constitute a lien

upon the real estate on or relative to which the expense was
incurred, as hereinafter provided. Such lien shall take effect

upon the filing, within ninety days after the debt became due,

for record in the registry of deeds for Suffolk county, or, in

the case of registered land, with the assistant recorder for the

Suffolk registry district of the land court, of a statement of

the claim, signed by the commissioner, setting forth the

amount claimed without interest. Such lien shall continue

for two years from the first day of October next following

the date of filing said statement. Siich lien may be dissolved

by filing for record in such registry of deeds or with said

assistant recorder, as the case may be, a certificate from the

collector of taxes that the debt for which such lien attached,

together with interest and costs thereon, has been paid or

legally abated. The collector shall have the same powers
and be subject to the same duties with respect to such claim

as in the case of the annual taxes upon real estate, and the

provisions of law relative to the collection of such annual

taxes, the sale of land for the non-payment thereof, and the

redemption of land so sold shall apply.
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The owner of the real estate to which a hen has attached,
as provided in this section, within ninety days after the state-

ment of said hen was filed in the registry of deeds or with
said assistant recorder, as the case may be, may apply in

writing to the commissioner for a hearing and such hearing,

after due notice, shall be given by the commissioner within
a reasonable time thereafter. The commissioner, if he is

satisfied after said hearing that the amount of the claim is

more than the amount actually expended to make safe or

remove the building or structure, may reduce the amount
of the claim to the amount so actually expended. If the

owner of said premises is aggrieved by any decision of the
commissioner under authority of this section he may, within

thirty days after notice of said decision has been mailed to

him, appeal to the municipal court of the city of Boston,
which shall hear and finally establish the amount of the claim.

Before beginning the removal of any building or other

structure, the building commissioner shall give notice, by
mail, to the owner of his right to the material, upon request,

if he is known and can be found; otherwise by posting an
attested copy of such notice in a conspicuous place upon the

external walls of such building. If the owner claims the

material, he shall at once so notify the commissioner in

writing and shall remove the same within ten days after the

building or structure is taken down, and if he fails to do so

the building commissioner may dispose of the material.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved July 10, 1941.

ChapAAQ An Act relative to the expense of the removal of
CERTAIN BUILDINGS OR PARTS THEREOF BY THE HEALTH
COMMISSIONER OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and nineteen of the

acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-seven is hereby amended
by striking out section one, as amended, and inserting in

place thereof the following section :
— Section 1 . When-

ever the health commissioner of the city of Boston shall be
of opinion that any building or any part thereof in said city

is infected with contagious disease, or b}^ reason of want
of repair has become dangerous to life, or is unfit for use

because of defects in drainage, plumbing, ventilation, or in

the construction of the same, or because of the existence of

a nuisance on the premises which is likely to cause sickness

among its occupants, said commissioner may issue an order

requiring all persons therein to vacate or cease to use such
building or part thereof stated in the order, for reasons to be
stated therein as aforesaid. Said commissioner shall cause

said order to be affixed conspicuously to the building or part

thereof, and to be personally served on the owner, lessee,

agent, occupant or any person having the charge or care


