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By Mr. DeNucci of Newton, petition of A. Joseph DeNucci and
other members of the House relative to increasing the availability of
generic drugs. Health Care.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

*
An Act increasing the availability of generic drugs.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section twelve Dof chapter one hundred twelve of the General
2 Laws as most recently amended by Chapter 291 of the Acts of 1980
3 is hereby amended by striking out the second, third, fourth, and
4 fifth paragraphs thereof and inserting in place thereof the following
5 paragraphs:
6 Every prescription written in the commonwealth by a practition-
-7 er shall be on prescription forms approved by the department
8 containing a signature line for the practitioner’s signature. Only by
9 placing his signature on the signature line shall the practitioner

10 validate the prescription.
11 The prescription shall contain a space below the signature line in
12 which the practitioner may instruct the pharmacist to dispense a
13 brand name drug product by writing in the practitioner’s own
14 handwriting the words, “dispense brand name only.” Where the
15 practitioner has written “dispense brand name only”, the pharma-
-16 cist shall dispense the exact drug product as written by the practi-
-17 tioner. No other form or procedure, including initialing, checking

18 or initialing a box, or preprinting or stamping a prescription form,
19 shall be deemed by the pharmacist to be the equivalent of the

�2O practitioner’s handwritten statement “dispense brand name only.”
21 Except in cases where the practitioner has written “dispense brand
22 name only” in said space, the pharmacist shall dispense a less
23 expensive reasonably available drug product as listed in the most
24 current formulary or supplement thereof. The pharmacist shall also
25 indicate on the label in the following manner the fact of the
26 interchange;
27 “Interchange (name of exact drug product dispensed)”.
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