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By Mr. Blanchette of Lawrence, petition of Kevin P. Blanchette and
Michael W. Morrissey for legislation to prevent abandonment of
residential housing and to increase the stability ofresidential neighbor-
hoods. Housing and Urban Development.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act toprevent abandonmentof residentialhousingand to
INCREASE THE STABILITY OF RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS.

1 Section 1. Section 8 of Chapter 58 as most recently amend-
-2 ed by Sections 37 and 287 of Chapter 514 of the Acts of 1978 is
3 hereby further amended by adding the following subsection:
4 SUBSECTION C EXPEDITED ABATEMENT PRO-
-5 CEDURE FOR REHABILITATION OF ABANDONED TAX
6 DELINQUENT RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OF SIX UNITS
7 OR LESS
8 To facilitate the rehabilitation of abandoned tax delinquent
9 residential property of six units or less and to increase hous-

-10 ing availability for low and moderate income people in the
11 Commonwealth, the Commissioner shall make, and from time
12 to time revise, rules and regulations creating an expedited pro-
-13 cedure for granting or denying abatementsunder this section.
14 These rules and regulations shall include but need not be
15 limited to requirements that the owners or potential owners
16 shall submit a rehabilitation plan and the petitioner shall in-
-17 elude a statement as to how such an abatement will benefit
18 the taxpayers of the locality.
19 Such regulations shall further include an opportunity for an
20 informal hearing prior to the Commissioner’s decision, a final
21 decision within 60 days of application, and when the decision
22 is adverse to the petitioner, an opportunity to apply for
23 reconsideration.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:



[January 1985]HOUSE No. 27792

<

1 Section 2. Chapter 60, Section 69A, of the Massachusetts
2 GeneralLaws is hereby amended by striking the first sentence
3 and inserting in place thereof the following;
4 No petition to vacate a decree of foreclosure entered under
5 section sixty-nine and no proceedings at law or equity for
6 reversing or modifying such a decree shall be commencedby
7 any person other than the petitioner except within ninety calen-
-8 dar days after the final entry of the decree, or within one year
9 of the final entry of the decree if the decree was entered prior

10 to the effective date of this act.

1 Section 3. Section 65 of Chapter 60 of the Massachusetts
2 GeneralLaws as most recently amended by Chapter 345 of the
3 Acts of 1978 is further amended by striking the last sentence
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 The land court in each petition filed by a city or town may,
6 upon motion, order the payment of legal fees to a city or town,
7 which amount shall be added to the tax title account of the land
8 to which the right of redemption is being foreclosed; provid-
-9 ed, however, that if the value of the land involved is twenty-

-10 five hundred dollars, and if the value of such parcel is in ex-
-11 cess of twenty-five hundred dollars, such legal fees shall not
12 exceed five hundred dollars.

1 Section 4. Section 11 1218 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by Chapter 183of the Acts of 1979, is hereby
3 further amended by adding after subsection (o) thereof the
4 following subsection:
5 “(p) To establish subsidiary corporations pursuant to the
6 provisions of Chapter 180 of the GeneralLaws, which corpora-
-7 tions shall have the power to acquire, purchase, mortgage,
8 rehablitate, develop, lease and convey real estate as part of
9 a program to rehabilitate residential real estate or interest in

10 real estate which has been acquired by a municipality by
11 foreclosure for nonpayment of real estate taxes or which is
12 abandoned or is in danger of becoming abandoned. All prop-
-13 erty held by such corporations shall be deemed to be public
14 property used for essential public and governmental purposes
15 and shall be exempt from real estate taxation in accordance
16 with the provisions of section 16 of the Chapter 121B.”


