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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act relative to crime victim restitution

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Definitions.
2 The following words as used in this chapter shall have the
3 following meanings, unless the context otherwise requires
4 “Actual Damages”, financial or property loss, property damage,
5 or financial costs incurred by a victim as a direct result of a
6 criminal offense or in connection with the investigation or prose-
-7 cution of the offense. Actual damages include costs of repairing or
8 replacing damaged or missing property, reasonable out-of-pocket
9 expenses incurred in connection with the investigation and prose-

-10 cution of the offense, and such other damages a person could
11 recover from the offender in a civil action arising out of the facts or
12 events constituting the offense. However, actual damages do not
13 include punitive damages or damages for pain, suffering, mental
14 anguish or loss of consortium.
15 “Restitution”, reparations by the defendant for actual damages
16 incurred by the victim as a result of the defendant’s offense.
17 “Restitution Schedule”, a plan consisting of the schedule and
18 conditions for payment of court ordered restitution.

“Victim”, a person against whom a criminal offense has been
20 perpetrated, or a person who has made a good faith effort to
21 prevent an offense or apprehend an offender.
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2 The court on motion of the victim, the prosecuting attorney, or
3 any person, agency or organization designated to receive restitu-
-4 tion, or on its own motion, may require the defendant to show
5 cause why the defendant’s default should not be treated as
6 contempt.
7 If the defendant is on probation, the court on motion of the
8 victim, the prosecuting attorney, the supervising probation officer,
9 or any person, agency or organization designated to receive resti-']|

10 tution, may require the defendant to show cause why the defen-
-11 dant’s default should not be treated as violation of a condition of
12 the defendant’s probation. '
13 If the defendant is on parole, the parole board on motion of the
14 victim, the prosecuting attorney, the supervising parole officer, or
15 any person, agency or organization designated to receive restitu-
-16 tion may require the defendant to show cause why the defendant’s
17 default should not be treated as a violation of a condition of
18 parole. Unless the defendant shows that the default was not attrib-
-19 utable to an intentional refusal to obey the condition of parole or
20 an intentional refusal to make a good faith effort to obtain the
21 funds required for the payments, the parole board shall find that
22 the default constitutes a violation of the conditions of parole.

1 SECTION 7. Default of Restitution Obligations.
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