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o iv/trc r.rav of Framingham, petition of Barbara E. Gray and

other members of the House that provision be made for closed circuit

television in certain criminal trials. The Judiciary.
..

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five.

An Act providing for a closed-circuit television in certain

TRIALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 47A the following section:
3 Section 48A. During the trial of person charged with rape or
4 incest, the trial judge shall, if requested by the victim of the alleged
5 rape or incest, authorize the use of live closed-circuit television
6 which will permit said victim to remain in a room other than the
7 courtroom during the taking of said victim’s testimony, including
8 direct examination and cross-examination where a psychiatrist or
9 psychologist certifies to the court that said victim is emotionally

10 unable to endure being physically present in the courtroom at the
11 same time as the alleged perpetrator of the rape or incest.
12 During the trial of a person charged with any type of sexual
13 abuse, including rape or incest, of a minor child or a mentally
14 impaired person, the judge shall mandate the use of said live closed-
-15 circuit television which will permit the victim to remain in a room
16 other than the courtroom during the taking of said victim’s testi-
-17 mony, including direct examination or cross-examination.
18 In the case of a very young child victim, the judge shall allow the
19 use of hearsay evidence in lieu of the child’s testimony when a

20 psychiatrist or psychologist certifies to the court that such testimony
21 would be injurious to the child’s mental health and well-being.
22 Said live closed-circuit television shall be subject to all State and23 Federal laws governing recording or broadcasting from a court--24 room and shall have a screen which gives a full and clear picture of
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25 the victim’s face and body, and which may be seen by the court and
26 the jury.
27 Both parties shall have access, which may include communication
28 by telephone, at all times to their respective counsel.
29 For the implementation of this act, one courthouse or the District
30 Attorney’s Office in each county shall be equipped with a live,
31 closed-circuit television apparatus.
32 The judge may appoint a court officer to be in the said separate
33 room with the said victim in orderto ensure validity of the testimony
34 of the the said victim.
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