
HOUSE No. 4191
By Mr. Collins of Amherst, petition of James G. Collins that provi

sion be made for the improvement and modernization of public ele
mentary and secondary education in the Commonwealth. Education.

®fje £ommontoealH) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five.

A n A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section IF of chapter 15 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding the following three paragraphs: —
3 There shall be established, within the department, a separate
4 unit designated by the board to develop and administer a compre-
5 hensive and equitable state plan for the use of computers in instruc-
6 tion in the public schools of the Commonwealth. Said plan shall
7 provide for equity for all students including but not limited to
8 minority students, female students, students with special needs,
9 and economically disadvantaged students. At the direction of the

10 board and commissioner, such unit may provide technical assist-
11 ance to school districts on the effective utilization of computers in
12 their educational programs, foster communication between educa-
13 tors and those involved in the development of computer hardware
14 and software to facilitate advances in the availability of educa-
15 tional technology appropriate to elementary and secondary educa-
16 tion, review and conduct research on the effects of the introduction
17 of computer technology into the public school curriculum with
18 particular emphasis on the equitable allocation of technological
19 resources to all school districts, and make recommendations to the
20 board on the approval of school district computer instruction
21 plans and on the award of planning grants to those districts. Such
22 unit may also, at the direction of the board and commissioner,
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enter into agreements with technical assistance centers, purchase 
licenses for the distribution of materials free of charge to school 
districts, conduct research and analysis of available educational 
technology, and conduct the centralized purchase of materials 
associated with computer technology, on behalf of school districts, 
and perform such other activities as the board and commissioner 
may determine.

There shall also be within the department a unit designated by 
the board as the Leadership Academy. The Leadership Academy f 
shall provide training to school principals and other supervisory 
personnel, including but not limited to training in personnel eva
luation methods; techniques for developing cooperative relation
ships with school improvement councils, parents and community 
organizations; school-based management techniques; fiscal and 
personnel management skills; and, curriculum development.

In addition, the board shall establish and maintain an office of 
education for the gifted and talented for the purposes of research 
and development, and for providing technical assistance to school 
districts in providing educational opportunities and services for 
school-aged children possessing gifted and talented abilities. The 
board shall, subject to appropriation, award grants to school dis
tricts for developing and conducting programs to meet the needs of 
gifted and talented students, and for inservice training to better 
prepare school personnel in identifying and meeting the needs of 
such students from all cultural, socio-economic, racial and ethnic 
groups. The board shall set criteria for awarding such grants, with 
special emphasis on effective use of community resources and 
cooperative relationships.

SECTION 2. Said section 1G of said chapter 15 is hereby 
further amended by adding the following thirteen paragraphs: —

The board of education shall develop an Effective Schools Pro
gram which will recognize and foster improvement and excellence. |  
The board shall award grants to schools selected for the program. 
The board shall establish regulations for the designation of a 
school as an effective school provided that such regulations are 
sensitive to economic need and equalization of educational oppor
tunity. At least forty-five days prior to taking effect, such regula
tions shall be filed with the joint committee on education of the 
general court.
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12 The board of education shall annually provide a full report of the
13 governor and the general court on the implementation of the five
14 year comprehensive curriculum and school plans of the school
15 districts. Included in such report shall be an evaluation of local
16 school financing practices and fiscal management policies and an
17 analysis of progress being made toward equal educational oppor-
18 tunity for all students and toward assuring that the system of public
19 education provides for equal opportunity for employment regard- 

120 less of race, ethnicity, culture, or sex. Such report shall also include
21 a programmatic and financial description of cooperative and sup-
22 portive programs between the public elementary and secondary
23 schools and the public and higher education institutions. Such
24 report shall also set forth the recommendation of the board for
25 necessary changes.
26 The board, subject to appropriation, may annually make grants
27 for the cost of a variety of different types of early childhood
28 education programs operated by school committees. Programs
29 eligible for such grants shall include, but not be limited to, pro-
30 grams of parent education and outreach relating to children from
31 birth to five years, preschool programs, programs for medical and
32 educational screening of children from birth to age five, programs
33 establishing ungraded primary schools, and extended day pro-
34 grams. In awarding grants under this section the board shall
35 require a school committee to provide to it a plan setting forth the
36 needs of the community it serves for early childhood programs and
37 demonstrating coordinated planning by parents, local childcare
38 agencies and the school committee, provided, however, that at
39 least seventy-five percent of the funds awarded shall be for pro-
40 grams serving low-income sites, as determined by the board.
41 Criteria for determining what constitutes a low income site shall
42 include, but not be limited to, the same criteria which are used to
43 qualify schools for Chapter I of the federal Education Consolida-
44 tion and Improvement Act of 1981. The board shall evaluate and
45 analyze each granted program so as to learn whether it provides
46 experience and information relevant to the development of state-
47 wide policy options in early childhood education; findings, along
48 with any recommendations, shall be reported to the legislature
49 and the governor at such times as the board determines to be
50 useful. The board shall further define the requirements for early
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childhood grants in regulations promulgated under the proeratm 
of this paragraph.

The board, subject to appropriation, shall award grants to 
school committees for school to work transition programs and 
career exploration programs. In consultation with the secretary of 
economic affairs, the board shall establish guidelines for school to 
work transition and career exploration programs. Such guidelines 
shall be sensitive to the need of women to be economically inde
pendent and to encourage the exploration of non-traditionalfl 
careers by both female and male students of all racial and ethnic* 
backgrounds. Such guidelines shall require that each grant appli
cant develop a plan for establishing and implementing school to 
work transition programs in collaboration with community lead
ers, local private sector leaders, local central labor leaders, and 
others responsible for employment and training programs. Such 
plan shall set clear and measurable goals and may include, but not 
be limited to, an in-school counselling program to assist students in 
developing career objectives, programs of competency based learn
ing or mastery learning which demonstrate that improving aca
demic performance in reading, writing, and computation may be a 
preferable alternative to traditional work-study programs as a 
preparation for career oriented jobs, interviewing skills and proper 
work habits; a clear plan for coordinating the school to work 
transition program with on-going basic skills acquisition and 
remediation efforts in the school; an alliance with business, indus
try, and labor leaders for the purpose of obtaining summer 
employment for students in the private sector, part-time work 
during the school year and regular, full-time career oriented 
employment for high school graduates; on-the-job support for 
students and graduates; new initiatives with local central labor 
bodies to expand apprenticeship training opportunities; follow-up 
efforts during the year following graduation to assist graduates in 
coping with work-related problems and to maximize potentialforg 
lasting career success. Each grant awarded for school to work! 
transition programs shall be matched by the recipient school com
mittee from local, federal or private funds available to the school 
committee, or from other state grants or distributions not specifi
cally earmarked for some other purpose; provided that the board, 
in its discretion, may determine the percentage match required ona 
case by case basis.
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91 The board, subject to appropriation, shall award grants to
92 school committees for collaborative programs with higher educa-
93 tion institutions to improve the transition of students from high
94 school to post-secondary education. In consultation with the
95 board of regents, the board shall establish guidelines for school to
96 college transition programs. Such programs shall be designed
97 primarily to serve students from low-income families and from
98 racial and ethnic groups which have been historically under- 

1 99 represented in higher education. The guidelines for such programs
100 shall require that each grant applicant develop a plan for establish-
101 ing and implementing school to college programs in collaboration
102 with local colleges and universities, community-based organiza-
103 tions, and others interested in expanding higher education oppor-
104 tunities for underrepresented groups. Such plan shall set clear and
105 measurable goals and shall include, but not be limited to, higher
106 education information and counseling programs, financial aid ad-
107 vising programs, educational enrichment programs, college ex-
108 posure programs, academic tutoring programs, and support pro-
109 grams for students during their first year of college. Each grant
110 awarded for School to College transition programs shall be
111 matched by the recipient school committee from local, federal, or
112 private funds available to the school committee, or from other state
113 grants or distributions not specifically earmarked for some other
114 purpose; provided, that the board, in its discretion, may determine
115 the percentage match required on a case by case basis.
116 The board may, subject to appropriation, make grants to school
117 districts to develop instructional programs and services for stu-
118 dents who are unable to function successfully in the regular educa-
119 tion program, or who would function successfully in such program
120 with additional supportive services. Such programs and services
121 shall supplement and not supplant those provided to students
122 under chapters seventy-one A, seventy-one B, and seventy-four.
123 Such programs and services may include, but shall not be limited
124 to: school adjustment counselling; drop-out prevention programs;
125 work study or cooperative education programs; strategies to
126 improve school climate; and alternative programs for instruction.

The board shall, subject to appropriation, award grants for the 
128 purpose of fostering the professional development of the public
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school teachers and administrators of the Commonwealth. Such 
grants shall include grants to school committees and individual 
teachers and administrators for such purposes as staff develop
ment, improving the identification of and provision of education 
appropriate to the diverse student population of the Common
wealth, eliminating sexual stereotyping, promoting inter-racial 
and ethnic understanding, informing and training of professional 
school personnel regarding the identification of abused children 
and the laws relating to child abuse, including but not limited to 
liability and reporting requirements, and addressing student 
health, social and behavioral problems.

The board in consultation with Massachusetts Association of 
school committees and the Massachusetts association of school 
superintendents shall establish general principles for the evalua
tion of teachers and administrators and such principles shall gov
ern the procedures utilized by school committees for such evalua
tions; provided that an evaluation plan utilized by a school 
committee which exceeds the minimum established by the board, 
shall supersede the evaluation requirements of the board; provided 
further that at least forty-five days prior to their effect, such 
principles shall be filed with the joint committee on education of 
the general court. Such evaluation principles shall, through obser
vation of classroom performance, assure the teachers possess lan
guage and communication skills and maintain competence in their 
teaching and subject areas. Such evaluation principles shall further 
assure that school principals and other administrators possess and 
develop skills in resource and personnel management and in aca
demic planning.

The Board shall, subject to appropriation, award grants for the 
purpose of establishing differentiated roles for teachers. The board 
shall develop requirements and standards for such roles, which 
may include, but not be limited to, teacher trainers, curriculum 
developers and consulting teachers in instructional technology. 
State grants to school committees shall not exceed fifteen hundred 
dollars per teacher to pay up to one-half the cost of additional 
salaries paid for teachers serving in such roles.

The board shall, subject to appropriation, award grants to 
school committees to fulfill the mandate of section two D of 
chapter seventy-one for local planning and coordination of com-
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168 puter use in the instruction of pupils in their schools. The board
169 may also award grants, subject to appropriation, to school corn-
170 mittees for the training of teachers and administrators in the use of
171 computers in the public schools. The board may promulgate regu-
172 lations further defining the circumstances under which school
173 committees may receive grants under the provisions of this
174 paragraph.
175 The board shall manage and may, after consultation with the
176 educational technology advisory council, expend funds from the
177 Educational Technology Trust Fund, established by section 4 of
178 this act, and shall seek the financial assistance of the private sector
179 to support the development and utilization of computer technol-
180 ogy in the public schools.
181 The board of education may offer one-time employment bonuses
182 to provisionally or permanently certified teachers in subject areas
183 of critical shortage.
184 The board of education shall, by regulation, permit qualified but
185 uncertified personnel to work on a temporary basis in critical
186 shortage areas, on a per diem basis, to assist teachers.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
2 ed by inserting after section 1G the following new section: -
3 Section lGVi. The board of education shall review the school
4 district once every five years on a schedule to be determined by the
5 board; provided however, that within one year after the adoption
6 of regulations pursuant to this legislation by the board, every
7 school district shall file with the board a preliminary plan, contain-
8 ing educational goals and objectives, and a plan for the use of
9 computers in schools, and that within three years thereafter, the

10 school district shall file a final school plan with the board. The
11 board may grant exceptions of no more than two years in duration
12 to any school district for good cause.
13 After reviewing the plan for computer use and the preliminary
14 school plan of a district, the board may waive the requirement for
15 submission of a final plan by the school district provided the
16 district complies with any portions of the final school plan
17 requirements as specified by the board. Further, a school district
18 may be exempted by the board from filing certain or all portions of
19 the school plan in any year when a subsequent school plan filing
20 would have otherwise been due.
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The board shall establish committees to review both preliminary 
and final school plans. The membership of said committees shall be 
broadly representative of the racial, ethnic, cultural diversity and 
gender of the people of the commonwealth. After receiving the 
report of the review committees, the board shall make written 
comments evaluating the preliminary or final school plan of each 
district.

The review committee for those school districts which are cities 
and towns in which the number of school age children receiving < 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children exceeds the statewide 
average shall be known as the Urban Educational Partnerships 
Task Force and shall be chaired by the commissioner of education 
or his/her designee and shall include the secretary of economic 
affairs or his/her designee, the secretary of labor or his/her desig
nee, the director of the division of employment security or his/her 
designee, the chancellor of the board of regents or his/her designee, 
the executive director of the cultural education collaborative or 
his / her designee, as well as leaders from business and higher educa
tion with demonstrated abilities in implementing collaborative 
education programs.

Committees established by the board for reviewing preliminary 
school plans and complete school plans may request additional 
information from any school district,, and may visit any school 
district in order to observe the implementation and effectiveness of 
school plans.

The board shall provide technical assistance to districts in school 
plan development, implementation, and evaluation. The board 
shall establish a School Improvement Fund to be used to assist 
districts in school plan development, implementation, and evalua
tion, and in the development of Urban Partnerships. Said fund 
may also be used to make grants for texts and materials in cases of 
severe shortage.

The board of education shall set criteria for minimum state 
standard for school districts. In the academic year in which a 
school district evaluates its success in meeting its objectives, a 
school district will be deemed not to have met the minimum criteria 
if the failure rate on the basic skills test is fifty percent above the 
state average; if the scores on the curriculum assessments are
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59 twenty percent below state norms; if the annual drop out rate is
60 fifty percent above the previous year’s rate for that school district,
61 and; if the ratio of teachers to students is twenty percent below the
62 state average.
63 Forthwith upon the adoption of such criteria, the said board
64 shall file a copy thereof with the clerks of the senate and house of
65 representatives who, with the approval of the president of the
66 senate and the speaker of the house of representatives, shall refer
67 such criteria to an appropriate committee of the general court.
68 Within thirty days after such filing, the said committee shall hold a
69 public hearing on the criteria, shall issue a report, and file a copy
70 thereof with the board of education. Said board shall adopt final
71 criteria making such revisions in the interim regulations as it deems
72 appropriate in view of such report and shall forthwith file a copy of
73 the criteria with the chairperson of the committee of the general
74 court to which the interim regulations were referred and not earlier
75 than thirty days after the date of such filing, the board of education
76 shall file the final criteria with the state secretary and said criteria
77 shall thereupon take effect.
78 The board shall be required to report to the general court regard-
79 ing any school district which does not meet said minimum state
80 standard for school districts. The m atter shall be referred to the
81 appropriate committee of the general court which committee shall
82 within 30 days after receiving such report shall hold a public
83 hearing regarding such school district. The purpose of said hearing
84 shall be for said appropriate committee to authorize whether or not
85 the board of education shall determine the m anner in which all
86 state funds allocated under chapter 70 to the municipality or
87 municipalities constituting the school district shall be spent, until
88 such time as such district is meeting the board standard.
89 The board shall appoint a school plan advisory committee. Said
90 committee shall make recommendations to the board regarding
91 school plan regulations. The membership of said committee shall
92 be broadly representative of the racial, ethnic, cultural diversity
93 and gender of the people of the commonwealth and shall include
94 representation from the various groups with direct interests in the
95 public schools and shall include, but not limited to: representatives
96 of public school teachers, guidance personnel, curriculum supervi-
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97 sors, business managers, superintendents, principals, school com-
98 mittees, school improvement councils, parents and students.
99 After receiving the recommendations of the school plan advisory

100 committee, the board shall promulgate regulations based on crite-
101 ria established in this section and in section two A of chapter
102 seventy-one.
103 Forthwith upon the adoption of such regulations, the said board
104 shall file a copy thereof with the clerks of the senate and house of
105 representatives who, with the approval of the president of the (
106 senate and the speaker of the house of representatives, shall refer
107 such regulations to an appropriate committee of the general court.
108 W ithin thirty days after such filing, the said committee may hold a
109 public hearing on the regulations, shall issue a report, and file a
110 copy thereof with the board of education. Said board shall adopt
111 final regulations making such revisions in the interim regulations
112 as it deems appropriate in view of such report and shall forthwith
113 file a copy of the regulations with the chairperson of the committee
114 of the general court to which the interim regulations were referred
115 and not earlier than thirty days after the date of such filing, the
116 board of education shall file the final regulations with the state
117 secretary and the said regulations shall thereupon take effect.

1 SECTIO N 4. Said chapter 15 is hereby further amended by
2 adding the following three sections: —
3 Section 49. There shall be a student assessment program con-
4 ducted by the board of education. The purpose of said program
5 shall be to determine how well the public school students of the
6 commonwealth are learning in major curriculum areas and to
7 provide data which will allow for comparisons at the school district
8 and national levels and, whenever possible, at the school building
9 level.

10 The student assessment program shall include assessments of the
11 effectiveness of instruction in major curriculum areas at three grade |
12 levels, including an elementary grade level, an early secondary
13 grade level, and either the eleventh or twelfth grade level.
14 Said program shall provide results useful for guiding curriculum
15 development at the building and district level, and such resultsshall
16 be made available to the school, to the district, and to the public.



1985] H O U SE  -  N o. 4191 11

17 The assessment results shall serve as a basis for national compari-
18 sons. The board shall determine what assessment instruments will
19 be used, which curriculum areas will be assessed, and how assess-
20 ment results will be reported. All assessment instruments used by
21 the board in the student asssessment program shall be devoid of any
22 racial, ethnic, and cultural biases. Notwithstanding the provisions
23 of section seven of chapter four all test questions and answers,
24 scoring keys and other test data prepared and used by the board to
25 administer the assessment tests shall be exempt from disclosure up
26 until the time that such test results are reported. School district
27 assessment results wil be used as part of the evaluation of the school
28 district curriculum and school plan. The board shall promulgate
29 regulations relative to the student assessment program. At least
30 forty-five days prior to taking effect, such regulations shall be filed
31 with the joint committee on education of the general court.
32 Section 50. There shall be a state basic skills testing improve-
33 ment program for public elementary and secondary students con-
34 ducted by the board of education. The purpose of said program
35 shall be: 1) to assist public school educators in ensuring that all their
36 students are mastering the basic skills; 2) to assure that basic skills
37 tests are but one tool which educators shall use to assess student
38 mastery of the basic skills; 3) to provide that poor results on the part
39 of an individual student on a basic skills test lead to further diagno-
40 sis by educators of the educational needs of that student and to the
41 development of remedies to meet those needs; 4) and, to provide
42 that poor results by large groups of students on a basic skills test at
43 the school or district level lead to further evaluation by school
44 building and school district educators of curriculum and testing
45 programs and the performance of teachers and administrators.
46 Every year, all students in an early elementary grade level to be
47 determined by the school district, and all students at a later elemen-
48 tary grade level and a secondary grade level to be determined by the
49 board of education shall be tested for mastery of the basic skills
50 including, but not limited to, reading, writing, and mathematics.
51 The later elementary grade level and secondary grade level tests
52 shall be uniform statewide tests conducted by the board of educa-
53 tion and administered by the district in those grade years on a date
54 set by the board. All basic skills tests used by the board in the basic
55 skills improvement program shall be devoid of any racial, ethnic,
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56 and cultural biases. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
57  seven of chapter four of the General Laws, all test questions and
58 answers, scoring keys and other test data prepared and used by the
59 board to administer the basic skills tests shall be exempt from
60 disclosure up until the time that such test results are reported.
61 The board shall establish for each statewide basic skills test
62 standards which shall be used by every local school district to
63 determine procedures for remediating the deficiencies of individual
64 students not achieving said standards and procedures for remediat-
65 ing deficiencies in a school or district in which excessive numbers of (
66 students, as determined by the board, do not achieve said stand-
67 ards. Such procedures shall be incorporated into the local school
68 district curriculum and school plan.
69 Procedures for individual student remediation at the lateelemen-
70 tary and secondary levels shall include further diagnostic evalua-
71 tion and shall include, depending on the results of such evaluation,
72 an individual learning plan. The individual learning plan shall be
73 developed in consultation with the parents or guardian, teachers,
74 and counselor or principal of said student. The plan shall be in
75 effect and reevaluated annually until said student has achieved in
76 the appropriate basic skill the appropriate competency level for his
77 or her grade levels. Any student not achieving at the secondary level
78 the state standard in a basic skill shall be retested during each year
79 he remains enrolled in school until he achieves the standard.
80 The board shall assist school districts in need of help in providing
81 remedial, curriculum development or staff development programs.
82 School district basic skills improvement program results will be
83 used as part of the evaluation of the school district curriculum and
84 school plan.
85 The board shall promulgate regulations relative to thestatebasic
86 skills improvement program. The board shall include in such regu-
87 lations specific objectives for basic skills testing. The board shall
88 also include in such regulations exemption provisions relative to
89 students in special education and transitional bilingual education̂
90 programs. At least forty-five days prior to taking effect, the state
91 basic skills improvement program regulations shall be filed with the
92 joint committee on education of the general court.
93 Section 51. In order to provide for a comprehensive program lor
94 the provision and beneficial use of computer technology in'
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95 public schools, there is hereby established a trust fund to be man-
96 aged by the board of education, which shall be known as the
97 Educational Technology Trust Fund and into which shall be cre-
98 dited funds received from any corporation, whether public or pri-
99 vate. Upon receipt such funds shall be credited to said fund and

100 shall be deposited in the state treasury and may be expended by the
101 board after consultation with the Educational Technology Advi-
102 sory Council for the purposes of this section without appropriation;
103 provided, however, that no obligation shall be incurred for any
104 expenditure in excess of sums available therefor.

1 SECTION 5. The first paragraph of section 2 of chapter 15A of
2 the General Laws, as amended by chapter 646 of the acts of 1983, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence; —
5 The board of regents of higher education, hereinafter referred to
6 as the board of regents, shall consist of fifteen members appointed
7 by the governor at least one of whom shall be a representative from
8 organized labor, and the commissioner of education, ex officio.

1 SECTION6. Clause (d) of section 5 of said chapter 15A, as
2 appearing in section 112 of chapter 329 of the acts of 1980, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the second sentence the following sen-
4 tence: — Said master plan shall also include a program m atic and
5 financial description of cooperative and supportive programs
6 between the public elementary and secondary schools and the
7 public and private higher education institutions.

1 SECTION7. Clause (e) of section 5 of said chapter 15A, as
2 amended by chapter 123 of the acts of 1983, is hereby further
3 amended by adding the following sentence; — Said progress report
4 shall include a programmatic and financial description of coopera-
5 tive and supportive programs between the public elementary and
6 secondary schools and the public and private higher education
7 institutions.

SECTION8. Section 7 of said chapter 15A is hereby amended
2 by adding the following paragraph: —
3 In order to foster and reward student academic achievement, the
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4 board of regents shall annually select a maximum of one thousand
5 commonwealth scholars from among public high school students
6 demonstrating such achievement. The board of regents and the
7 board of education shall determine the criteria for selection. The
8 board of regents shall make a direct payment of one thousand
9 dollars to any accredited post-secondary institution in which each

10 selected Commonwealth Scholar student is enrolled as payment
11 towards the cost of said student.

1 SECTION 9. Said Chapter 15A is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 7 the following section: —
3 Section 7A. (a) It is hereby declared the intent of the General
4 Court to attract and retain qualified teachers in the public elemen-
5 tary and secondary schools of the commonwealth by awarding
6 financial incentives to persons who actually render service in such
7 schools while possessing an appropriate teaching certificate.
8 (b) The teacher incentive program, hereinafter referred to asthe
9 program , is hereby established and shall be administered by the

10 board of regents in conjunction with the Department of Education
11 and the Massachusetts Higher Education Assistance Corporation.
12 The board of regents shall establish such regulations, policies and
13 procedures as necessary for the operation of the program. Each
14 administrative agency shall be reimbursed for its costs of adminis-
15 tration of the program from the fund established pursuant to
16 paragraph (e).
17 (c) The commissioner of the Department of Education shall
18 annually, on or before January first, determine those areas of study
19 in which a need for teachers exists and provide notification of such
20 need to the board of regents and to the appropriate officials of
21 higher education institutions providing teacher training programs
22 recognized for teacher certification by the Board of Education. In
23 the first year of program operation, such determination shall be
24 made by August first. In determining areas of need for teachers, thei
25 commissioner of the Department of Education shall consider the
26 following, including but not limited to: (1) The number of new
27 certificates in a particular area of study; (2) The number of new
28 certificates in a particular area of study issued by the Departmento
29 Education during the preceding year; and (3) the number and types
30 of classes being taught by persons whose training is not specific to
3 1 the particular area in which they are teaching.
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32 (d) Persons who complete a teacher education program and who
33 actually render service as full-time certified teachers in the public
34 elementary and secondary schools during each of five academic
35 years immediately after obtaining a teaching certificate shall be
36 eligible for payment by the commonwealth of their loan debts
37 incurred for the cost of education through the higher education
38 loan program administered by the Massachusetts Higher Educa-
39 tion Assistance Corporation. Hereinafter such debts shall be
40 referred to as loans. Twenty per cent of the principal, plus interest
41 on the unpaid balance of the loans of such eligible teachers shall be
42 paid for each complete academic year of full-time teaching service
43 shall be verified by the local superintendent of schools.
44 (e) To provide for payments under the program, there is hereby
45 established the Teacher Incentive Program Fund which shall be
46 administered by the board of regents and from which payments
47 shall be made for the loans of teachers eligible for the program and
48 for administrative costs of the program. The board of regents may
49 accept gifts, donations, grants, and subsidies to be deposited in the
50 fund for the purposes of this section.
51 (0 The board of regents shall report each year by May 3 1 to the
52 governor and the general court the following:
53 (1) The receipts and disbursements to and from the fund.
54 (2) The number of applications for loan payments under the
55 program.
56 (3) The number and amount of loans for which payments have
57 been provided by the board of regents.
58 (4) Such other information as requested.

1 SECTION 10. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after subsection 16 (2) the following new
3 subsection: —
4 Any employee who has a right of appeal under section 43A of
5 chapter 71 shall not be entitled to appeal the dismissal under any
6 provisions of the retirement laws of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 11. Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 4G the following section:
3 Section 4H. Any school committee, acting by and on behalf of a
4 city, town, or regional school district, may enter in agreements with
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5 technical assistance centers for the purpose of receiving assistance
6 in the training of teachers in the use of computers in instruction,
7 assistance in the preparation and implementation of the school
8 district’s computer instruction plan, and instruction in the selection
9 and evaluation of computer software and hardware.

10 A technical assistance center may be established and operated by
11 institutions of higher education, city, town or regional school
12 committees, educational collaboratives, teacher centers, or by pri-
13 vate non-profit agencies. A technical assistance center may, with ,
14 the prior approval of the school committees of those districts, enter ^
15 into agreements with the department of education to provide serv-
16 ices to the school districts which it is established to assist.

1 SECTION 12. Chapter 63 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 38J the following section: —
3 Section 38K. In determining the net income subject to tax under
4 this chapter, a domestic or foreign business corporation in the
5 business of manufacturing or producing computer hardware or
6 software may deduct, in addition to any other allowable deduction
7 under this chapter, an amount equal to fifty percent of the manufac-
8 tu rer’s cost of producing such computer hardware or software,
9 when such computer hardware or software is donated to a public

10 school district, provided, that such donation is for computer hard-
11 ware or software required by the public school district to fulfill an
12 approved computer instruction plan, as determined by the board of
13 education under section 2D of chapter seventy-one.

1 SECTION 13. Section 1 of chapter 70 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 70C of chapter 367 of the acts of 1978, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting in
4 place thereof the following two paragraphs: —
5 The purpose of the financial assistance provided by this chapter
6 shall be to promote the equalization of educational opportunity in ^
7 the public schools of the commonwealth, to reduce disparities in f
8 per pupil expenditures among and within school districts, to reduce
9 the reliance upon the local property tax in financing public schools,

10 to prom ote the equalization of the burden of the cost of school
11 support to the respective cities, towns, or regional school districts
12 and independent vocational schools, and to support new program
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13 standards and requirements pursuant to the Improvement and
14 Modernization of Public Elementary and Secondary Education
15 Act of 1984. Assistance provided under this chapter shall be desig-
16 nated and used as school aid.
17 In furtherance of such purpose, it is hereby declared to be the
18 legislative intent that, subject to appropriation, state appropria-
19 tions for programs aided under this chapter shall equal at least fifty
20 percent of local expenditures for such programs commencing with
21 the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
22 eighty-eight.

1 SECTION 14. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the legisla-
2 ture that, subject to appropriation, state appropriations for pro-
3 grams aided under section seven A, seven B, sixteen C, sixteen D
4 and thirty-seven D of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws,
5 under section eight of chapter seventy-one A of the General Laws,
6 under sections five A, eleven and fourteen of chapter seventy-one B
7 of the General Laws, and under section 8A of chapter seventy-four
8 of the General Laws shall equal one hundred percent of the com-
9 monwealth’s funding obligations as defined in said sections of said

10 chapters of the General Laws, commencing with the nineteen
11 hundred and eighty-six fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter.

1 SECTION 15. Section 3 of chapter 70, as appearing in section
2 70C of chapter 367 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in line 11, the words “fiscal year in question” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words: — prior fiscal year.

1 SECTION 16. The General Laws are hereby amended by insert-
2 ing after chapter 70 the following chapter:

3 CHAPTER 70A.
4 STATE ASSISTANCE FOR ACHIEVING
5 EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AND
6 MINIMUM EXPENDITURE REQUIREMENTS.

7 Section 1. The purpose of the equal education opportunity
8 grant provided by this chapter is to accelerate the achievement of
9 the objectives set forth in section one of chapter seventy; that is, to
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10 promote the equalization of educational opportunity in the public
11 schools of the commonwealth, to reduce the reliance upon the local
12 property tax in financing public schools, and to promote the equal-
13 ization of the burden of the cost of school support to the respective
14 cities, towns, regional school districts and independent vocational
15 schools; and, to assist such cities, towns, districts or schools to
16 achieve the minimum expenditure requirements set forth in section
17 seven of said chapter seventy prior to the date such requirements
18 will become effective under the provisions of said section.
19 Section 2. As used in this chapter the following words shall,
20 unless the context clearly required otherwise, have the following
21 meanings: —
22 “Average direct service expenditure per pupil in regular day
23 programs in cities, towns and regional school districts of the same
24 classification of school districts”, the sum of total expenditures,
25 including expenditures from federal funds made available under 20
26 USC 238, for all pupils enrolled in regular day program in public
27 schools in all cities, towns and regional school districts of the same
28 classification of school district in the commonwealth during a fiscal
29 year, divided by the total of the sums of full-time equivalent pupils
30 enrolled in regular day programs in all cities, towns and regional
31 school districts of such same classification of school district during
32 said year; provided, however, that the numerator of the fraction
33 described in this paragraph shall include expenditures for instruc-
34 tional services, attendance services, health services, fixed charges
35 and food services only. Expenditures for administration, athletic
36 and other student activities, plant operation and maintenance,
37 capital outlays, transportation and food for food services shall not
38 be included in the numerator of said fraction.
39 Average direct service expenditure per pupil in vocational
40 education programs in cities, towns, regional school districts, and
4 1 independent vocational schools of the vocational schools classifi-
42 cation of school districts”, the sum of the total expenditures,
43 including expenditures from federal funds made available under
44 20 USC 238, for all pupils enrolled in vocational education
45 programs in public schools in all cities, towns, regional school
46 districts and independent vocational schools of the vocational
47 schools classification of school district in the commonwealth
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48 during a fiscal year, divided by the total of the sums of full-time
49 equivalent pupils enrolled in vocational education programs in all
50 cities, towns, regional school districts and independent vocational
51 schools of such vocational schools classification of school district
52 during said year; provided, however, that the num erator of the
53 fraction described in this paragraph shall include expenditures for
54 instructional services, attendance services, health services, fixed
55 charges and food services only. Expenditures for administration,
56 athletic and other student activities, plant operation and mainte-
57 nance, capital outlays, transportation and food for food services
58 shall not be included in the num erator of said fraction.
59 “Classification of school district”, a group of cities, towns,
60 regional school districts or independent vocational schools which
61 offer similar academic or vocational programs and which maintain
62 classes in similar number of grades: (1) non-operating, those cities
63 and towns which do not maintain a public school; (2) kindergarten
64 through twelfth grade, regional vocational school member, those
65 cities and towns which maintain classes in academic programs in
66 grades from kindergarten through the twelfth grade and are also
67 members of a regional school district; (3) kindergarten through
68 twelfth grade, not a regional vocational school member, those cities
69 and towns which maintain classes in academic programs in grades
70 from kindergarten through the twelfth grade and also maintain
71 their own vocational education programs; (4) elementary, those
72 cities, towns and regional school districts which m aintain classes in
73 academic programs in elementary grades only; (5) high school,
74 those cities, towns and regional school districts which maintain
75 academic programs in high school grades only; and, (6) vocational
76 schools, those cities, towns, regional school districts and independ-
77 ent vocational schools which maintain classes primarily in pro-
78 grams leading to a vocational education.
79 “Sum of weighted full-time equivalent pupils, in cities, towns or
80 regional school districts in classification of school districts other
81 than vocational schools”, the number of full-time equivalent pupils
82 enrolled in regular day, special needs, vocational or transitional
83 bilingual education programs multiplied by the pupil weight cost
84 factor for the program or programs in which the pupil is enrolled as
85 set forth in section two A of chapter seventy, except that a full-time
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equivalent pupil enrolled in a transitional bilingual education pro
gram in accordance with the provisions of chapter seventy-one A 
and the regulations promulgated thereunder shall be assigned a 
pupil weight of 2.00, and a pupil whose family income is below 
poverty level, as determined by the department of education in 
accordance with the regulations promulgated under Title I of the 
Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as 
amended, shall be counted as one additional full-time equivalent 
pupil in programs of auxiliary services for educationally disadvan- i  
taged pupils, and assigned a pupil weight of 1.00 to reflect the * 
possible needs of such pupil for such auxiliary services, in addition 
to being counted in the regular day, special needs, vocational or 
transitional bilingual education programs in which such pupil may 
be enrolled.

“Sum of weighted full-time equivalent pupils in cities, towns, 
regional school districts and independent vocational schools in the 
vocational school classification of school districts”, the number of 
full-time equivalent pupils enrolled in regular day, special needs, 
vocational or transitional bilingual education programs multiplied 
by the pupil weight cost factor for the program or programs in 
which the pupil is enrolled as set forth in section two A of chapter 
seventy, except that a full-time equivalent pupil enrolled in a voca
tional education program shall be assigned a pupil weight of 1.00 
and a pupil enrolled in a transitional bilingual education program 
in accordance with the provisions of chapter seventy-one A and the 
regulations promulgated thereunder shall be assigned a pupil 
wieght of 2.00, and a pupil whose family income is below poverty 
level, as determined by the department of education in accordance 
with the regulations promulgated under Title I of the Federal 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended, 
shall be counted as one additional full-time equivalent pupil in 
programs of auxiliary services for educationally disadvantaged 
pupils, and assigned a pupil weight of 1.00 to reflect the possible £  
needs of such pupils for such auxiliary services, in addition to being % 
counted in the regular day, special needs, vocational or transitional 
bilingual education program in which such pupil may be enrolled.

All other words shall have the meanings provided in section two 
of said chapter seventy.

Section 3. The commissioner shall annually, on or before Decern-
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125 ber first, calculate (1) the minimum amount which each city, town,
126 regional school district and independent vocational school would
127 have been required to expend during the preceding fiscal year for
128 the direct service expenditures for pupils in public school, (a) if such
129 minimum had been the product of eighty-five percent of the average
130 direct service expenditure per pupil in regular day program s in all
131 cities, towns and regional school districts of the same classification
132 of school districts, except vocational schools, multiplied by the sum
133 of weighted full-time equivalent pupils in each such city, town or
134 regional school district, or (b) if such minimum had been the
135 product of eighty-five percent of the average direct service expendi-
136 ture per pupil in vocational education programs in cities, towns,
137 regional school districts and independent vocational schools of the
138 vocational schools classification of school district multiplied by the
139 sum of weighted full-time equivalent pupils in each such city, town,
140 regional school district or independent vocational school, and (2)
141 the actual amount so expended.
142 As soon as may be, after completing the calculations required,
143 the said commissioner shall determine and certify to the secretary of
144 administration (1) each city, town, regional school district or inde-
145 pendent vocational school in which the actual amount expended
146 was less than the minimum am ount which should have been
147 expended and (2) an amount equal to the difference between the
148 minimum amount which should hae been so expended and the
149 actual amount so expended.
150 Section 4. One-fourth of the amount determined in accordance
151 with section three equal to the difference between the minimum
152 amount which should have been so expended and the actual
153 amount so expended shall be made available as an equal education
154 opportunity grant in the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen
155 hundred and eighty-six and in each fiscal year therafter, to each
156 city, town, regional school district or independent vocational
157 school which is certified as provided in section three.
158 The equal education opportunity grant so made available shall
159 be deposited with the treasurer of such city, town, regional school
160 district or independent vocational school to be expended by the
161 school committee, without further appropriation, for the purpose
162 of increasing direct service expenditures for pupils in public
163 schools.



22 H O U SE  — N o. 4191 [January

164 Section 5. Each city or town which accepts an equal education
165 opportunity grant made available under the provisions of section
166 four shall expend for the direct service expenditures for pupils in
167 public school in the current year, in addition to the grant, an
168 amount per weighted full-time equivalent pupil not less than the
169 am ount per such pupil expended in the preceding fiscal year and a
170 proportionate share of any increase in the total of school aid and
171 additional assistance received by such city or town and any increase
172 in the property tax levy in such city or town in the current fiscal
173 year. For the purposes of this paragraph “proportionate share”
174 shall mean the proportion which direct service expenditures for
175 pupils in public schools in the preceding fiscal year bears to the sum
176 of the total property tax levy of such city or town in the preceding
177 fiscal year and the total of school aid and additional assistance
178 received by such city or town in the preceding fiscal year, less an
179 am ount equal to the sum of increases in the costs of debt services,
180 court judgments, and pensions in the current fiscal year over the
181 said preceding fiscal year.
182 Each regional school district or independent vocational school
183 which accepts an equal education opportunity grant made available
184 under the provisions of section four shall expend for direct service
185 expenditures for pupils in public schools in the current fiscal year,
186 in addition to the grant, an amount per weighted full-time equival-
187 ent pupil not less than the am ount per such pupil expended in the
188 preceding fiscal year and a proportionate share of any increase in
189 school aid or regional school aid received by such regional school
190 district or independent vocational school in the current fiscal year.
191 For the purposes of this paragraph, “ proportionate share” shall
192 mean the proportion which direct service expenditures for pupils in
193 public school in the preceding fiscal year bears to the total expendi-
194 tures of such regional school district or independent vocational
195 school in the preceding year.
196 In cities, towns, regional school districts or independent voca-1
197 tional schools in which pupil enrollments increase, such cities,
198 towns, regional school districts or independent vocational schools
199 shall meet the expenditure per pupil requirement of either of the
200 preceding two paragraphs only to the extent that the increase in
201 school aid and additional assistance in the current fiscal year is
202 sufficient to do so.
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203 In cases where unusual changes in enrollment or educational
204 costs occur from the preceding fiscal year to the current fiscal year
205 and meeting the requirements of this section would impose an
206 undue fiscal hardship on a city or town or the cities or towns which
207 are members of a regional school district, such city, town or district
208 may appeal to the commissioner of education for a remedy. Such
209 remedy may include, but not be limited to, a one-year waiver of the
210 requirements of this section or referral to the fund created by 
|211 section seven of this chapter.
212 Section 6. Each city, town or regional school district which
213 expended in the preceding fiscal year an amount which was more
214 than eighty-five percent but less than one hundred per cent of the
215 average direct service expenditure per pupil in regular day pro-
216 grams in all cities, towns and regional school districts of the same
217 classification of school district, except vocational schools, multip-
218 lied by the sum of weighted full-time equivalent pupils in each such
219 city, town or regional school district shall expend for all pupils in all
220 programs in the current fiscal year an amount per weighted full-
221 time equivalent pupil not less than the amount per such pupil
222 expended in the preceding fiscal year.
223 Each city, town, regional school district or independent voca-
224 tional school which expended in the preceding fiscal year an
225 amount which was more than eighty-five percent but less than one
226 hundred percent of the average direct service expenditures per pupil
227 in vocational education programs in cities, towns, regional school
228 districts and independent vocational schools of the vocational
229 schools classification of school district multiplied by the sum of
230 weighted full-time equivalent pupils in each such city, town,
231 regional school district or independent vocational school, shall
232 expend for all pupils in all programs in the current fiscal year an
233 amount per weighted full-time equivalent pupil not less than the
234 amount per such pupil expended in the preceding fiscal year.
235 In order for a city or town which does not qualify for an equal
236 educational opportunity grant under the provision of section four
237 in the nineteen hundred and eighty-six fiscal year to so qualify in
238 any fiscal year thereafter, such city or town shall expend in the
239 nineteen hundred and eighty-six fiscal year and in each fiscal year
240 thereafter, an amount per weighted full-time equivalent pupil not
241 less than the amount per such pupil expended in the preceding
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242 fiscal year and a proportionate share of any increase in the total of
243 school aid and additional assistance received by such city or town
244 and any increase in the property tax levy of such city or town in that
245 fiscal year. For the purposes of this paragraph, “proportionate
246 share” shall mean the proportion which total expenditures for all
247 pupils in all programs, as defined in section two of chapter seventy,
248 in the preceding fiscal year bears to the sum of the total property tax
249 levy of such city or town in the preceding fiscal year and the total of
250 school aid and additional assistance received by such city or town in {
251 the preceding fiscal year less an amount equal to the sum of
252 increases in the costs of debt services, court judgments and pensions
253 in the current fiscal year over the said preceding fiscal year.
254 In order for a regional school district or independent vocational
255 school which does not qualify for an equal education opportunity
256 grant under the provisions of section four in the nineteen hundred
257 and eighty-six fiscal year to so qualify in any fiscal year thereafter,
258 such regional school district or independent vocational school shall
259 expend in the nineteen hundred and eighty-six fiscal year and in
260 each fiscal year thereafter an amount per weighted full-time equiv-
261 alent pupil not less than the amount per such pupil expended in the
262 preceding fiscal year and any increase in the total of school and
263 regional school aid received by such regional school district or
264 independent vocational school in that fiscal year.
265 In cases where unusual changes in enrollment or educational
266 costs occur from a preceding fiscal year to a current fiscal year and
267 meeting the requirements of this section would impose an undue
268 fiscal hardship upon a city or town or the cities or towns which are
269 members of a regional school district, such city, town or district
270 may appeal to the commissioner of education for a remedy. Such
271 remedy may include, but not be limited to, a one-year waiver of the
272 requirements of this section or referral to the fund created by
273 section seven. ^
274 Section  7. If, in order to meet the requirements of chapters ^
275 fifteen, seventy and seventy-one and any applicable requirem ents of
276 this chapter, a city, town, regional school district or independent
277 vocational school, can certify (1) that an undue fiscal hardship will
278 be imposed upon such city or town or upon the cities and towns
279 which are members of a regional school district or an independent
280 vocational school, and (2) that without additional aid significant
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281 losses in the quality of educational programs offered will result,
282 such city, town, district or school may apply to the commissioner of
283 education for a special grant for emergency aid from funds approp-
284 riated for such purpose.
285 Such request shall be in such form as the commissioner of educa-
286 tion, with the concurrence of the secretary of administration, shall
287 prescribe; but shall include, as a minimum, (1) a statement of the
288 nature of the fiscal hardship so imposed; (2) the losses in education-
289 al quality which will result; (3) an agreement to enter into a formal
290 contract with the said commissioner to use any additional aid
291 granted to carry-out a specific remediation plan; and (4) that future
292 costs of such remediation efforts will be bore by the city and town
293 or member cities or towns. In evaluating such requests, said corn-
294 missioner and said secretary shall examine the uses to which such
295 city, town or member cities and towns put state assistance provided
296 under chapter seventy of the General Laws, and may redirect and
297 condition the use of said state assistance in the fiscal year in ques-
298 tion or in future fiscal years when deemed appropriate.
299 The said commissioner, with the concurrence of the said secre-
300 tary, shall promulgate and publish in a timely manner, the stand- 
30 1 ards and criteria for determining eligibility for said grants and the
302 amounts to be awarded. Such interim standards and criteria shall
303 be filed with the clerks of the senate and house of representatives
304 who, with approval of the president of the senate and the speaker
305 of the house of representatives, shall refer such interim standards
306 and criteria to an appropriate committee of the general court.
307 Within twenty days after such filing, the said committee may hold
308 a public hearing on the interim standards and criteria, issue a
309 report and file a copy thereof with said commissioner and said
310 secretary. Said commissioner, with the concurrence of said secre-
311 tary, shall adopt final standards and criteria making such revisions
312 in the interim standards and criteria as deemed appropriate in view
313 of such report, and shall forthwith file a copy of the final standards
314 and criteria with the committee of the general court to which the
315 interim standards and criteria were referred and with the commit-
316 tees on ways and means of the senate and house of representatives
317 at least thirty days prior to the effective date.
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1 SECTION 17. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 2 the following four sections: —
3 Section 2A. The school committee of each city, town, or
4 regional school district, shall develop, every five years, a school
5 plan. Said school plan shall be filed with the board of education
6 pursuant to the provisions of section one G and one-half of chapter
7 fifteen. The school plan shall be based on plans developed in each
8 school committee with the participation of teachers, administra-
9 tors, parents, community representatives, and, at the high school 

10 level, students.
1 1 The school plan shall include staff inform ation details on the
12 following: a) teacher and adm inistrator evaluation procedures; b)
13 inservice education programs for all teachers, administrators, and
14 staff; c) teacher loads, including student/teacher ratios and extra
15 duties for teachers; d) teacher and adm inistrator qualifications and
16 credentials; e) the racial composition of the teaching staff.
17 The school plan shall also include school climate information
18 with details on the following: a) school discipline and conduct
19 codes and procedures, including the rules adopted by the school
20 committee in accordance with section thirty-seven H of chapter
21 seventy-one, as well as alternatives for preventing and resolving
22 student conduct that seriously disrupts the educational process; b)
23 systematic approaches to parent education and involvement; c)
24 substance abuse education program  and policies; d) plan for coop-
25 eration with local human service agencies in providing needed
26 services to students; e) comprehensive counseling program; f) poli-
27 cies and practices related to the elimination of prejudice and bigo-
28 try relating to student race, sex, religion, ethnic group, or physical
29 or mental handicap; g) school governance, particularly the partici-
30 pation of students and faculty; h) school/com m unity programs,
31 policies and decision-making procedures; i) extra-curricular pro-
32 gramming; j) capital improvements; k) school procedures and
33 policies regarding abused children.
34 Said school plan shall include details of a comprehensive curric-
35 ulum plan for all grade levels. The curriculum plan shall include
36 objectives, activities, and evaluation procedures at all levels.
37 At the elementary school level, the curriculum plan shall also
38 provide that each student shall have a solid foundation in reading,
39 writing, computation, speaking, listening, critical thinking, crea-
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40 tive thinking, conceptualization, and problem-solving, and shall
41 have the opportunity to develop his artistic talents and sense of
42 beauty and self-worth.
43 At the high school level, the curriculum plan shall also build
44 upon the skills learned at the elementary school level, and shall
45 include a core curriculum, including but not limited to, English,
46 mathematics, science, social studies, and arts. The plan shall des-
47 cribe the way computer technology will be used as an instructional
48 tool to enhance learning in a variety of subject areas. In order to
49 graduate a student must have taken the core curriculum and must
50 have met locally determined standards of competence of said core
5 1 curriculum, such standards to be based on multiple measures.
52 Every high school curriculum plan shall provide student access to a
53 foreign language elective.
54 The curriculum plan shall also include details in the following
55 areas: a) the relationship of all local and state testing programs to
56 curriculum evaluation and to remediation, including, but not
57 limited to, the full incorporation into the curriculum plan of the
58 objectives as established by the board of education for the basic
59 skills improvement program; b) promotion and graduation require-
60 ments; c) amount of instructional time; d) gifted and talented
61 program; e) comprehensive health education program; f) student
62 recognition and m otivation program providing positive rein-
63 forcement for achievement; g) district plan for com puter use in
64 instruction, which plan must address issues of training, software,
65 and hardware; h) district test results; i) adult education program; j)
66 library and media services; k) policies for fully implementing sec-
67 tion five of chapter seventy-six of the General Laws, in order to
68 achieve a positive, multi-cultural curriculum.
69 At the elementary school level, the curriculum plan shall also
70 include details of early childhood programs and procedures to
71 measure student readiness for first grade.
72 At the high school level, the curriculum plan shall also include
73 details of alternative programs leading to a high school credential
74 and of drop-out prevention programs.
75 The curriculum plan shall also include details of coordination
76 among and between the regular education program and all special
77 federal, state and local programs including special education,
78 bilingual education, occupational education, programs for disad-
79 vantaged students and programs for gifted students.
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The school plan of each city in which the number of school age 
children receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
exceeds the statewide average shall specifically provide for the 
development of Urban Partnerships to assure collaborative efforts 
among the local business community, the public and private higher 
education institutions of the Commonwealth, cultural institutions, 
parents, and school personnel in achieving the goals and objectives 
of the school district. The school plan shall further establish annual 
measurable goals for improving student academic achievement, I 
reducing student absenteeism and dropouts, increasing the part- 
time and summer job opportunities for high school students, and 
increasing the college and job placement rates for graduates. The 
plan shall provide for an annual progress report in the achievement 
of said goals to the board of education. The plan must indicate the 
role that each participating organization will play in the develop
ment, implementation, and evaluation of the goals of the plan and 
the resources it will commit to the realization of the goals of the 
plan.

Section 2B. The purpose of this section is to enhance the likeli
hood that children will experience success upon entering school by 
providing the time and environment in which developmental pre
requisites to school and success may evolve. It is therefore essential 
that public school programs reflect the fact that children grow and 
develop socially, emotionally, intellectually and physically at dif
ferent rates, and that those programs permit young children to 
proceed through early elementary school at their own developmen
tal rates, not simply on the basis of chronological age.

In furtherance of said purpose, every school committee main
taining a program  of instruction at the elementary level shall 
provide a program of instruction designed for pupils who have 
completed one year of kindergarten and for pupils who may not 
have attended kindergarten, but who are not developmentally 
ready for first grade work, provided however, that the provisions |  
of this section shall not apply in a city, town, or regional school 
district in which a majority of the full membership of the school 
committee votes, by recorded vote, not to comply with the provi
sions of this section. For the purposes of this section, said program 
of instruction shall be referred to as the “readiness program.
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118 Criteria and procedures for measuring readiness for first grade
119 shall be established by the school committee pursuant to guidelines
120 and regulations promulgated by the board of education under the
121 provisions of this section. Provided, that readiness criteria shall be
122 designed, at a minimum, to assess whether the pupil has attained
123 social, emotional and physical maturities necessary to undertake
124 first grade work. No pupil who has attained the age of six may be
125 required to participate in the readiness program without the con- 

1126 sent of her or his parent(s) or guardian(s).
127 Each school committee shall provide for parent and community
128 participation in the development and implementation of the readi-
129 ness program. Said program shall include a plan to spread aware-
130 ness of the purposes and availability of the program among parents
131 of school aged children in the district. It shall also ensure that there
132 is an integrated curriculum of instruction throughout the early
133 elementary grade levels.
134 Section 2C. The purpose of this section is to recognize that the
135 early years in the lives of school children present great opportuni-
136 ties for learning, and to provide incentive and resources for school
137 districts to take advantage of these opportunities.
138 Any school committee maintaining a program  of instruction at
139 the elementary level may provide a program of instruction for
140 children one year prior to kindergarten. Said program shall be
141 developed and implemented by the school committee with parent
142 and community participation, pursuant to guidelines and regula-
143 tions promulgated by the board of education in consultation with
144 the office for children under the provisions of this section. Pro-
145 vided, that said program shall be comprised of social and learning
146 activities appropriate to the age level of participating students, and
147 that student enrollment in said program shall be at the option of
148 the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the student.
149 A school committee which chooses to provide a program of
150 instruction as provided in this section may, with approval of the
151 board of education and subject to constitutional limitations, do so
152 by entering into an agreement with a public or private school,
153 agency or institution.
154 A school committee which chooses to provide a program  of
155 instruction pursuant to this section shall notify the commissioner
156 of education of its intentions and request a determ ination of the
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level of state assistance to which its district may be entitled to offset 
the cost of the program. The entitlement for a school district shall 
be determined by multiplying (a) the amount by which one 
hundred percent exceeds the product of fifty percent times the 
valuation percentage of the city, town or regional school district, as 
defined in section two of chapter seventy of the General Laws; 
provided that this amount shall not be less than zero percent, times 
(b) the state average expenditure per pupil in kindergarten pro
grams in the prior fiscal year, times (c) the sum of weighted full- |  
time equivalent pupils, as defined in said chapter seventy, in the 
program in such city, town or regional school district.

A school committee receiving assistance under this section shall 
report to the commissioner, in such form as the commissioner may 
require, all information necessary to compute the amount of state 
assistance to be paid under this section. Such reports shall be made 
in accordance with the provisions of section six of chapter seventy- 
two. The commissioner may request other such reports as he deems 
necessary and as of such dates as he may require to carry out the 
purposes of this section.

The commissioner shall certify to the comptroller and to the 
department of revenue the estimated amount of aid to be paid to 
each city, town and regional school district in each fiscal year. Such 
aid shall be distributed according to the payment schedule set forth 
in section eighteen A of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws. 
Before the final distributions are made under said section eighteen 
A, the commissioner shall make a final certification to the comp
troller and to said departm ent of revenue of the full amount due to 
the cities, towns and regional school districts. In the event that state 
appropriations for the purposes of this section are insufficient to 
pay the full amounts of aid due to participating cities, towns and 
regional school districts in any fiscal year, the provisions of section 
eleven of said chapter seventy shall apply. Notwithstanding any 
provision of law to the contrary, aid paid to a city, town or regional |  
school district under this section shall be deposited with the treas
urer of the city, town or regional school district to be expended by 
the school committee without further appropriation for the pur
poses of this section.

Section 2D. The school committee of each city, town, or 
regional school district shall develop a plan for the use of com
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196 puters in instruction, and forward this plan to the board of educa-
197 tion for approval. The plan shall address the educational objec-
198 tives, training, software and hardware needs of the public schools
199 in that school district, “and it shall provide for equity for all
200 students including but not limited to minority students, female
201 students, students with special needs, and economically disadvan-
202 taged students.”
203 Section 2E. Each school committee shall establish standards
204 for awarding high school diplomas. Such standards shall include
205 locally determined means of measuring student competence of the
206 core curriculum and any other requirements which the school
207 committee deems appropriate.
208 Any student who has finished the twelfth grade and who does
209 not receive a high school diploma shall be provided by the school
210 district with an explanation of the reasons for his or her failure to
211 receive a diploma, and an explanation of his or her further oppor-
212 tunities to earn a diploma. Each school committee shall provide
213 opportunities within or without the regular school setting for any
214 student, until the age of twenty-two, who is not awarded a diploma
215 to enable such student to achieve the standards set by the school
216 committee and thereby earn a high school diploma, provided that a
217 school committee shall not be required to provide such opportuni-
218 ties for any such student whose conduct disrupts the educational
219 process. None of the requirements of this paragraph shall super-
220 sede the provisions of Chapter 71B. The board of education shall
221 promulgate regulations relative to the implementation of this
222 paragraph.
223 Section 2 F. The school committee of each city, town or regional
224 school district, shall develop a protocol for the implementation of
225 section 51A of chapter 119, and an inform ation program  for
226 teachers, administrators and other professional staff regarding
227 child abuse and neglect. Said information program  shall include
228 but not be limited to a standard of competence regarding:
229 1) child abuse and neglect reporting as defined in sections 51 A,
230 51B, 51C, 5 ID, 51E and 51F of chapter 119;
231 2) the causation, indicators and dynamics of child abuse and
232 neglect;
233 3) the protocol developed in compliance with this section.
234 Further, each school committee shall identify to the department
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235 of education a coordinator for school district reporting of child
236 abuse and neglect and for the information program.

1 SECTION 18. Section 37H of chapter 71 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 430 of the acts of 1973, is
3 hereby amended by adding after the first paragraph the following
4 paragraph: —
5 Each school committee’s rules or regulations pertaining to the
6 conduct of students shall include at least the following: procedures f
7 assuring due process for students in disciplinary proceedings;
8 standards and procedures for suspension and expulsion of stu-
9 dents; procedures that comply with state and federal law pertaining

10 to discipline of students with special needs; provision for screening
11 a student who is suspended more than one time in one full yearfor
12 an alternative education program; provision of educational serv-
13 ices for students of compulsory school age who are excluded from
14 the regular education program for disciplinary reasons; standards
15 and procedures to assure school building security and safety of
16 students and school personnel; and the disciplinary measures to be
17 taken in cases involving the possession or use of illegal substances
18 or weapons, the use of force, vandalism, or violation of other
19 students’ civil rights. The board of education shall adopt regula-
20 tions pertaining to the content of school committee codes of disci-
21 pline for students, as well as the procedures used to develop such
22 codes. After compliance with section three of chapter thirty A of
23 the General Laws, any such regulations developed and adopted by
24 the board, shall, prior to their promulgation, file a copy thereof
25 with the clerks of the senate and house of representatives who, with
26 the approval of the president of the senate and the speaker of the
27 house of representatives, shall refer such regulations to an appro-
28 priate committee of the general court. Within thirty days aftersuch
29 filing, the said committee may hold a hearing on the regulations,
30 shall issue a report, and file a copy thereof with the board of £
31 education. Said board shall adopt final regulations making such
32 revisions in the regulations as it deems appropriate in view of such
33 report and shall forthwith file a copy of the regulations with the
34 chairperson of the committee of the general court to which the
35 interim regulations were referred and not earlier than thirty days
36 after the date of such filing, the board of education shall file the
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37 final regulations with the state secretary and the said regulations
38 shall thereupon take effect.

1 SECTION 19. Section 38 of said chapter 71 is hereby amended
2 by adding the following two paragraphs:
3 School committees shall at least once every year evaluate the
4 performance of all teachers and adm inistrators within its public
5 schools. In the event that any teacher or adm inistrator receives two
6 successive substandard evaluations, the provisions of chapter 71,
7 section 42 of the Massachusetts General Laws of education shall
8 take effect. Procedures for evaluation of teachers and administra-
9 tors shall be subject to the provisions of chapter 150E, provided,

10 however, that evaluation procedures and standards of perform-
11 ance shall be governed by general principles of evaluation estab-
12 lished by the board of education. The results of such evaluation
13 procedures may be utilized in decisions to dismiss, demote or
14 remove a teacher or adm inistrator under the provisions of chapter
15 71, section 42, section 42A, or section 63.
16 The school committee may appoint teachers who meet the
17 requirements and standards developed by the board of education
18 for establishing differentiated roles for teachers. Teachers employ-
19 ed in such positions shall be included in teacher collective bargain-
20 ing units and the provisions of section forty-one through forty-
21 three B, inclusive, relative to tenure shall not apply to such posi-
22 tions unless the teacher is otherwise entitled to tenure.

1 SECTION 20. Section 38G of said chapter 71 is hereby amend-
2 ed by adding the following paragraph:
3 The board shall further require that all persons seeking to meet
4 the requirements for certification under this section shall have
5 successfully passed a standardized exam ination to confirm compe-
6 tence in the applicant’s teaching subject area, a standardized exam-
7 ination of communication and language skills, and shall have
8 successfully completed a seminar on teaching skills and methods.
9 Such examination shall be devoid of racial or cultural bias and

10 shall be administered as part of the applicant’s undergraduate
11 program, under standards and procedures or alternative methods
12 determined by the board; and provided further that in order to
13 assure the quality of learning and teaching, to foster continuing
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professional improvement, and to provide a basis for making 
personnel decisions in which incompetency is a factor, school 
committees shall, at least annually, by means of a comprehensive 
evaluation, evaluate the performance of all teachers and adminis
trators within its public schools. Such comprehensive evaluation 
shall assure, through observation of classroom performance, that 
teachers so evaluated possess language and communication skills 
and m aintain competence in their teaching and subject areas. 
Evaluation principles developed by the board of education shall 
assure that school principals and other administrators possess and 
develop skills in resource and personnel management and in aca
demic planning.

SECTION 21. Section 38G of Chapter 71 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended by inserting in paragraphs one and two after the 
word “provisional” the words: — “five-year renewable.”; and by 
striking out in paragraph 3 the last sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following new sentence: — Before the board grants the 
initial 5-year renewable certificate the applicant shall be evaluated 
subject to section 38G of chapter 71 of the General Laws as 
amended.

SECTION 22. Section 38G of chapter 71 of the General Laws is 
further amended by striking paragraphs 5 and 6 and inserting in 
place thereof the following: —

Before an applicant completes a second year of service under his 
provisional certificate, he shall be evaluated by the evaluation 
committee described in the preceding paragraph as to his readiness 
to obtain a 5-year renewable certificate in terms of his professional 
growth and performance. Any evaluation made by the evaluation 
committee shall be based on criteria determined by the board. 
Forthwith upon the adoption of such criteria, the said board shall 
file a copy thereof with the clerks of the senate and house of 
representatives who, with the approval of the president of the 
senate and the speaker of the house of representatives, shall refer 
such criteria to an appropriate committee of the general court. 
Within thirty days after such filing, the said committee of the 
general court may hold a public hearing on the criteria, shall issue a
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17 report, and file a copy thereof with the board of education. Said
18 board shall adopt final criteria making such revisions in the interim
19 criteria as it deems appropriate in view of such report and shall file
20 forthwith a copy of the criteria with the chairperson of the commit-
21 tee of the general court to which the interim criteria were referred
22 and not earlier than thirty days after the date of such filing, the
23 board of education shall file the final criteria with the state secre-
24 tary and the said criteria shall thereupon take effect.
25 Each evaluation committee must forward to the board its
26 recommendations not later than January 15 of the last school year
27 in which the applicant is able to teach under his provisional
28 certificate.
29 The evaluation committee may recommend to the board that the
30 applicant be granted a 5-year renewable certificate, and if the
31 applicant has met all the other requirements established by the
32 board, the board shall grant the applicant a five-year renewable
33 certificate.
34 In order to renew said five-year certificate the applicant must
35 have completed six semester hours related to his or her teaching
36 subject field. All of said clock hours, or six semester hours, must be
37 taken from an accredited college or university or authorized alter-
38 native programs.
39 Any applicant who obtains a doctoral degree shall be granted
40 permanent certification. Said applicant shall not be exempt from
41 the evaluation requirements of section thirty-eight.

1 SECTION 23. Section 38G of chapter 71 of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended in the eighth paragraph by inserting after
3 the word ‘provisional’, in line 2, the words: — or five year; and in
4 the ninth paragraph by striking out the last sentence.

1 SECTION 24. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by deleting section 40, as most recently amended by
3 chapter 717 of the acts of 1979, and inserting in its place the
4 following: —
5 Section 40. (a) The provisions of this section shall apply to
6 every city, town, regional school district, independent vocational
7 school and county agricultural school in the Commonwealth,
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unless in any such governmental unit a majority of the full mem
bership of the school committee or school board of trustees, as the 
case may be, votes, by recorded vote, not to comply with the 
provisions of this section. State assistance provided under para
graphs (b), (c) and (d) of this section shall not be distributed to any 
city, town, regional school district, independent vocational school 
or county agricultural school which votes not to comply with this 
section pursuant to the preceding sentence.

(b) Commencing with the nineteen hundred and eighty-six fis- i 
cal year, the compensation of every teacher employed full-time in 
any public day school in the Commonwealth, except persons in 
training and those employed as temporary substitutes, shall be at a 
rate not less than eighteen thousand dollars for the school year. 
The compensation paid to such teachers shall be deemed to be fully 
earned at the end of the school year, and proportionately earned 
during the school year. Payment of such compensation may be 
deferred to the extent that equal payments may be established for 
a twelve-month period including amounts payable in July and 
August subsequent to the end of the school year. The Common
wealth shall distribute to each city, town, regional school district, 
independent vocational school and public county agricultural 
school, hereafter referred to as “school district(s)” in this section, 
an amount sufficient to increase the salary of each full-time teacher 
in the district which was earning less than eighteen thousand 
dollars in the school year immediately preceding the effective date 
of this section by either (i) the difference between the salary such 
teacher was earning in the school year immediately preceding the 
effective date of this section and the eighteen thousand dollar 
salary required by this section, or (ii) nine hundred dollars, which
ever is greater, provided that if said full-time teacher was earning 
seventeen thousand, one hundred dollars or more, such teachers 
salary shall be increased by at least nine hundred dollars.

(c) In addition to providing the funds necessary to increase |  
salaries in accordance with paragraph (b) above, the Common
wealth shall remain obligated to pay such districts the full amount 
of such continued new cost requirements for full-time teachers who 
are employed in any public day school in the Commonwealth 
subsequent to the effective date of this section, and who were notso 
employed on the date on which the nineteen hundred and eighty-
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47 six fiscal year commenced. In fulfilling such obligation, the Com-
48 monwealth shall provide to effected school districts the difference
49 between said eighteen thousand dollar minimum salary provided
50 herein and the salary such teacher being employed subsequent to
51 the effective date of this section would have received if they were so
52 employed immediately preceding the effective date of this section
53 in the school district of employment. The board of education shall
54 monitor inflation and school spending trends so as to calculate and
55 determine the fiscal year subsequent to the effective date of this
56 section in which each school district shall be expected to have
57 otherwise compensated such newly hired full-time teachers at the
58 said eighteen thousand dollar minimum salary but for the require-
59 ments of this section. The Com m onwealth’s obligations under this
60 paragraph to a school district shall end commencing with the fiscal
61 year so determined pursuant to the preceding sentence.
62 (d) Each school district, upon request of its school committee or 

-63 board of trustees as the case may be, shall be eligible to receive a
64 teachers’ salary enhancement grant, to be phased-in over a period
65 of three fiscal years, to increase salaries of teachers which were
66 earning eighteen thousand dollars or more during the school year
67 immediately preceding the effective date of this section. Said grant
68 for each district shall be determined by multiplying the following
69 two variables: (i) the number of full-time equivalent teachers which
70 were earning eighteen thousand dollars or more in the school
71 district in the school year immediately preceding the effective date
72 of this section, and (ii) twenty-seven hundred dollars. Each school
73 district shall be eligible, upon request of its school committee or
74 board of trustees as the case may be, to receive up to the amount
75 determined in accordance with the preceding sentence, provided
76 that as a condition of acceptance of said grant, a school district
77 must provide in fiscal years nineteen hundred and eighty-six, nine-
78 teen hundred and eighty-seven and nineteen hundred and eighty-
79 eight, from sources other than aid provided pursuant to this sec-
80 tion, an annual ordinary and reasonable cost of living adjustment
81 to salaries of teachers which were earning eighteen thousand dol-
82 lars or more during the school year immediately preceding the
83 effective date of this section, provided further, however, that any
84 school committee which is party to a collective bargaining agree-
85 ment in effect on the effective date of this section shall be deemed to
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have complied with the aforesaid condition of acceptance for the 
duration of said collective bargaining agreement. For the purposes 
of this paragraph, for each district an ordinary and reasonable cost 
of living adjustment shall be an increase in salaries for said teachers 
in the district at least equal to the average of the average increases 
in teachers’ salaries in the three preceding school years in the 
district. One-third of the teachers’ salaries enhancement grant shall 
be distributed to school districts commencing with the nineteen 
hundred and eighty-six fiscal year; two-thirds of said amount shall 
be distributed in the nineteen hundred and eighty-seven fiscal year, ' 
and the full am ount shall be distributed in the nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter, pro
vided that in each said fiscal year, the amount to be distributed to a 
school district shall be reduced by the amount of any equal educa
tional opportunity grant received by the district in the fiscal year in 
question pursuant to chapter seventy A of the General Laws.

(e) Aid received by a city, town, regional school district, inde
pendent vocational school or public county agricultural school 
pursuant to this section shall be deposited with the treasurer of 
such governmental unit, to be expended by the school committee 
or board of trustees as the case may be, for teachers’ salaries 
without further appropriation.

(f) The board of education may promulgate such regulations as 
it deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. School 
districts shall report to the commissioner of education, in such 
form and as of such dates as the commissioner may require, all 
information necessary to compute the amounts of state assistance 
provided under this section.

Twenty percent of the sums received from the sales tax imposed 
by M assachusetts General Law, Chapter 64H, shall be credited to 
the educational improvement fund. Said fund shall be dedicated to 
funding all costs incurred, including, but not limited to this section.

At the end of each fiscal year, any monies in said fund w hich are , 
in excess of the amount necessary to satisfy the requirements of this [ 
section shall be credited to the General Fund.

All direct and indirect costs of this section specifically including 
the effect on teacher contract negotiations, and the effect on con
tract negotiations of administrators and educational support staff 
shall be assumed by the Commonwealth for as long as these direct 
and indirect costs impact upon a school district.
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126 Every school committee may require that not less than ten
127 percent of the classroom teaching staff be on twelve-month con-
128 tracts in fiscal year nineteen hundred and eighty-six, that not less
129 than twenty percent of the classroom teaching staff be on twelve-
130 month contracts in fiscal year nineteen hundred and eighty-seven,
131 and that not less than thirty percent of the classroom teaching staff
132 be on twelve-month contracts in fiscal year nineteen hundred and
133 eighty-eight and thereafter. Teachers shall be selected for twelve- 

1134 month contracts upon the recommendation of the superintendent.
135 Teachers on a twelve-month contract may perform such additional
136 duties during school summer vacations as the superintendent shall
137 determine, except that such duties shall include, but not be limited
138 to, tutoring students with problems, assisting advanced student,
139 staff and curriculum development, classroom management work-
140 shops, and analysis and productive use of testing information.

1 SECTION 25. The sales tax revenue allocated to the Education
2 Improvement Fund provided for in section 24 of this act shall be in
3 addition to the local aid funding provided in paragraph c of section
4 2D of chapter 29 of the General Laws.

t
1 SECTION 26. Section 41 of Chapter 71 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding the following paragraph: -
3 A school committee may, upon the recommendation of the
4 superintendent, employ a teacher to serve at discretion from the
5 first day of employment, except as provided in section 38G, pro-
6 vided the teacher has served at the discretion of another school
7 committee in this Commonwealth for at least three consecutive
8 school years within the eight school years immediately preceding
9 such employment.

1 SECTION 27. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 43 A, and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section: —
4 Section 43A. Any teacher or principal or superintendent of
5 schools employed at discretion or any superintendent employed
6 under a contract, for the duration of his contract, or any principal
7 or supervisor, who has been dismissed, demoted, or removed from
8 a position by vote of a school committee under the provisions of
9 section forty-two, section forty-two A or section sixty-three may,
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10 within thirty days after notice of the vote, appeal therefrom to the 
1 I superior court in the county in which the person was or is
12 employed.
13 The court shall within forty-five days from the commencement
14 of the appeal appoint a court master, experienced in educational
15 law and public school administration, who shall be compensated

16 by the commonwealth.
17 The order of reference to the master shall require that he hold
18 hearings and determine whether the school committee complied
19 with the requirements of section forty-two, section forty-two A or
20 section sixty-three and whether there was just cause for the action
21 taken by the school committee. He shall render his report within
22 ninety days from the date of the appointment of the courtmaster.
23 The proceedings before the master shall be governed by Rule 53 of
24 the Massachusetts Rules of Civil Procedure. If the court finds the
25 committee’s action was taken for just cause, the committee’s deci-
26 sion will be affirmed. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law
27 to the contrary, in the event the court finds that there was no just
28 cause, the committee’s decision shall be reversed and the court may
29 award reinstatement without loss of compensation or other
30 employment benefit, or any other remedy. The decision of the
31 court shall be final except as to matters of law.

1 SECTION 28. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 43B, inserted by section 6 of chapter 464 of
3 the acts of 1972, the following section:
4 Section 43C. Any teacher or principal or superintendent of
5 schools employed at discretion or any superintendent employed
6 under a contract, for the duration of his contract, or any principal
7 or supervisor, who had been dismissed, demoted, or removed from
8 a position by a vote of a school committee under the provisions of
9 section forty-two, section forty-two A or section sixty-three shall 

10 not be covered by the applicable provisions of chapter thirty-two 
| | of section sixteen of the General Laws.

1 SECTION 29. Chapter 150E of the General Laws is amended
2 by inserting after section 2 the following section:
3 Section 2A. Supervisors in public schools in all cities, towns,
4 regional school districts, independent vocational schools and pub-
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5 lie agricultural schools shall not form, join, or assist any local
6 employee organization having as members persons which such
7 employees supervise. A local employee organization of such super-
8 visors shall operate entirely independently of a local employee
9 organization of supervised employees except that said local

10 employee organizations may be affiliated with the AFL-CIO, but
11 both local organizations may be a part of a single statewide,
12 national, or international employee organization. Both local
13 organizations shall not be represented in collective bargaining by
14 the same or combined negotiating team or by the same attorney or
15 other representative.
16 The term “supervisor” means any individual having authority, in
17 the interest of the employer, to hire, transfer, suspend, lay off,
18 recall, promote, discharge, assign, reward, or discipline other
19 employees, or responsibly to direct them, or to adjust their griev-
20 ances, or effectively to recommend such action, if in connection
21 with the foregoing the exercise of such authority is not a merely
22 routine or clerical nature, but requires the use of independent
23 judgement.

1 SECTION 30. The definition of “Approved school project” in
2 section 5 of chapter 645 of the acts of 1948, as most recently
3 amended by section 41 of chapter 766 of the acts of 1972, is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the third sentence the following
5 sentence: — Approved school project shall also mean any project
6 for the acquisition and installation or replacement of equipment
7 for the purpose of providing support for the instructional use of
8 technology, and the replacement of obsolete equipment utilized in
9 vocational education programs approved under chapter 74; pro-

10 vided that such program of instructional use of technology shall be
11 part of a comprehensive long range educational plan approved by
12 the board of education.

1 SECTION 31. Said definition of “Approved school project” in
2 said section 5 of said chapter 645 is hereby further amended by
3 adding the following sentence: — An approved school project shall
4 also include any project for the purchase or lease of computer
5 equipment or the purchase of computer software for use by pupils,
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provided such project is part of a school district computer instruc
tion plan approved by the board of education under the provisions 
of section one G of chapter fifteen.

SECTION 32. The board of education shall adopt regulations 
to take effect September first, nineteen hundred and eighty-five, 
providing for the full implementation of the provisions of section 
thirty-eight G of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws, as 
provided for in section five of chapter eight hundred forty-seven of 
the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-three, provided, however, 
that such regulations shall not take effect unless all local costs 
arising from said regulations shall have been fully funded by 
appropriation of the general court.

SECTION 33. The governor shall appoint a council to be 
known as the State Educational Technology Advisory Council to 
advise the board and department of education. The membership of 
said council shall be representative of the racial, ethnic and cul
tural diversity, gender and special needs population of the Com
monwealth, and it shall include, but not be limited to, representa
tives of the public schools, higher education, and business who are 
involved in the use of computers in education. The council shall 
seek to foster the appropriate use of computers in education by 
making recommendations to the board on the development of a 
state plan for the use of computers in instruction, on the standards 
of approval for school district plans, and on the award of planning 
and training grants to school districts. In addition, the council 
shall support the use of computer technology in the public schools 
by keeping abreast of technological changes which have implica
tions for the use of computers in education, seeking private sector 
support for the Com m onwealth’s computer technology in instruc
tion program, monitoring the implementation of computer tech
nology in instruction and issuing annual reports to the general 
court and the public on its progress.

SECTION 34. There is hereby established the Lucretia Crocker 
Foundation, hereinafter called the foundation, to encourage and 
support the development and dissemination of innovative and 
exemplary educational programs throughout the com m onw ealth .
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5 The governor with the advice of the board of education shall
6 appoint a board of directors which shall consist of nine directors,
7 eight of whom shall include representatives of public school dis-
8 tricts, including public vocational school districts, business and
9 industry, higher education, cultural and civic institutions, teachers

10 in public education, and a public high school senior. The governor
11 shall appoint the first board on or before the first of September,
12 nineteen hundred and eighty-five. The board of directors shall be 

|  13 representative of the racial, ethnic and cultural diversity of the
14 commonwealth. The commissioner of education shall also be a
15 member of the board of directors, ex officio. The term of office of
16 the members of the board of directors shall be four years, except
17 that the term of office of the student member shall be for one year.
18 As the term of office of a member expires his successor shall be
19 appointed in a like manner for a term of four years, except that the
20 successor to the student member shall be appointed for a term of
21 one year. The members of the board of directors shall serve with-
22 out compensation, except that they may be reimbursed for their
23 necessary expenses actually incurred in the performance of their
24 duties.
25 The foundation shall have the following powers and duties: -
26 a) to adopt rules for the conduct of its business:
27 b) to appoint an executive director who shall serve as the chief
28 administrator for the foundation. M ajor responsibilities of the
29 executive director shall be to prepare, coordinate and implement
30 all fund raising programs; to account for receipt of all funds; to
31 provide technical assistance to all grant applicants and recipients;
32 to manage the foundation staff and implement day-to-day tasks
33 required for a viable, fiscally sound educational foundation. The
34 executive director shall report to the board of directors. The
35 executive director shall possess the required organizational and
36 communication skills, integrity and record of success, preferably 

I 37 in the field of fund raising and grants. Desirable qualities for the
38 executive director are: a m aster’s degree; experience in fund rais-
39 ing, grantsmanship and development; experience working with a
40 diversified educational community and its constituencies; major
41 experience in education or private industry; knowledge of research
42 and development as it applies to the field of education. The execu-
43 tive director shall serve on a twelve month basis, with reappoint-
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ment at the discretion of the board of directors. This position shall 
be filled on or before the first day of January, nineteen hundred 
and eighty-six.

c) to appoint or contract with such other professional personnel 
as is necessary to carry on the work of the foundation, and to 
appoint or contract with such clerical, engineering, technical, 
legal, consulting or other assistants as it deems necessary, with 
advice of the executive director, provided, that no obligation shall 
be incurred for the payments of salaries or other compensation to 
any such employee, except from available funds appropriated to 
the foundation by the general court or from such other funds as 
may be held in trust by said foundation;

d) to enter into agreements or transactions with any federal, 
state or municipal agency or other public institution or with any 
private individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association or 
other entity within or without the commonwealth for the purposes 
of the foundation;

e) to hold and administer real and personal property, and money 
given, whether outright or in trust;

f) to apply for, accept, hold, use, award and dispose of any and 
all donations, grants, bequests, and devises, conditional or other
wise, of money, property, services, or other things of value which 
may be received from the United States or any agency thereof, any 
governmental agency, any institution, person, firm or corpora
tion, public and private, such donations, grants bequests and 
devises to be applied for, accepted, held, used or disposed of for any 
and all of the purposes specified in this act and in accordance with 
the terms and conditions thereof. Receipt of each such donation or 
grant shall be detailed in the annual report of the foundation, 
which shall include the identity of the donor or lender, the nature 
of the transaction and any conditions attaching thereto;

g) to set criteria for awarding grants in accordance with the 
terms and priorities set forth in this act, and to develop a formal |  
procedure for making grant applications;

h) to provide technical assistance to grant applicants and to 
grant recipients to maximize potential for successful program 
development and dissemination;

i) to evaluate school improvement programs according to vali-
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82 dation standards and criteria to be set by the board of directors,
83 and to act as a clearing house of information on tested and vali-
84 dated approaches to school improvement;
85 j) to do all things necessary or convenient to carry out the
86 purposes of this act.
87 The foundation shall establish and manage under such regula-
88 tions as it may from time to time prescribe, a trust fund to be
89 known as the Lucretia Crocker Fund. Any funds received from
90 any governmental agency, any institution, person, firm, or corpo- 

|  91 ration, public and private for the purposes of this act shall be
92 credited to said Fund and shall be deposited in the state treasury
93 and may be expended by the board of directors for such purposes
94 without appropriation; provided, that no obligation shall be
95 incurred for any expenditure in excess of sums available therefor,
96 and provided further, that a reasonable amount be set aside for
97 rendering technical assistance to grant applicants and recipients.
98 The foundation shall cause accurate accounts to be kept at all
99 times of all receipts and expenditures of funds received by the

100 foundation.
101 In order to carry out the purposes of this act the foundation may
102 award grants to school committees, teachers and institutions, of
103 higher education, private industry, business, and others, or such
104 entities or individuals acting cooperatively, for developing, dis-
105 seminating and replicating innovative and exemplary programs
106 and systems promising to effect lasting school improvements. For
107 the purposes of this act, “school improvement” shall include
108 advances in academic achievement, expanded and alternative
109 learning environments, community and parental involvement,
110 expanded services to students, better school climate, and other
111 improvements tending to enhance the school experience. Grants
112 may be awarded for such time periods as the board may set in its
113 discretion. Crocker grants shall not be awarded for the primary
114 purpose of inservice training, provided that the fact that inservice 

| 115 training may be a necessary incident to some other primary pur-
116 pose of school improvement shall not disqualify an application.
117 The board of directors shall give priority to applications which
118 include some assurances that a program  might outlive the time
119 span of foundation funding. Such assurances might include
120 assignment or regular, full-time school personnel to a position of
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program coordinator, or the like. Furthermore, the board of direc
tors shall give priority to applications for dissemination and repli
cation of exemplary programs and approaches to school improve
ment which have previously proven successful in other school 
systems within or without the commonwealth. In awarding grants 
for the development of new programs, the board of directors may 
require a grant recipient to cooperate in future dissemination of 
the project should it prove successful.

The board of directors shall annually submit a complete and 
detailed report of the foundation’s activities within ninety days 
after the end of the fiscal year to the governor and to the legisla
ture. In setting annual priorities and policy directions, the board of 
directors shall seek and consider the advice of the state department 
of education.

SECTION 35. The board of education shall award a series of 
five-year grants to support pilot projects designed to facilitate the 
transition from school to work in school districts having dropout 
rates of at least twenty percent. The purposes of such grants shall 
be to explore a comprehensive approach to youth employment 
and learning which could provide the basis for a statewide pro
gram after the completion of the pilots and to encourage the 
development of educational programs which extend beyond the 
traditional vocational focus to examine broader issues of com
munity service, personal development, and the structure and func
tioning of labor markets.

The departm ent of education shall serve as the primary support 
agency and shall utilize the Urban Eductional Partnership Task 
Force as the collaborative body to oversee the school and work 
connection. Said body shall be representative of racial, ethnic, 
cultural diversity and gender of the people of the commonwealth. 
Functions of this collaborative body shall include, but not be 
limited to: a) coordination of policy and program development 
including cooperative planning with other state agencies whose | 
activities relate to youth employment and establishing criteria for 
awarding pilot grants; b) identification and leveraging of resources, 
c) technical assistance to local intermediary bodies and participat
ing schools; d) research and evaluation to disseminate information 
regarding the pilots to interested local education authorities and to
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25 determine the feasibility of developing a comprehensive, statewide
26 program of youth employment and learning.
27 Projects eligible for grants shall include, but not be limited to,
28 the following: a) an education component, to be provided usually
29 during the junior and senior years, which involves a curriculum
30 designed to examine the general functioning of the labor market in
31 the United States and Massachusetts, the relationship of labor to
32 larger economic and social issues, and the specific skills and atti- 

|33 tudes which are im portant for initial employment, and which is
34 integrated into the full program of studies being undertaken by
35 participating students; b) support services including intensive
36 career counseling and placement services for all participants,
37 including services for students at risk of dropping out; c) guaran-
38 teed job placement opportunity for the summer following the
39 junior year, for a senior year internship, and for the year following
40 graduation; d) agreement to match state funds with private and/ or
41 other public funds; e) capacity to measure success in retaining
42 dropouts and potential dropouts, academic achievements of par-
43 ticipants, success in obtaining job placements, and follow-up on
44 work placements the year following graduation; f) participation by
45 a broad spectrum of students which is representative of the racial,
46 ethnic, gender and special needs populations of the school begin-
47 ning in their junior year, provided that projects must provide
48 specific outreach to dropouts and potential dropouts.
49 Each pilot project grant recipient shall form a community edu-
50 cation work council to advise and assist in project development
51 and implementation. Such council shall be representative of the
52 racial, ethnic, and cultural diversity and gender of the community,
53 and shall include, but not be limited to, representatives of the
54 project school, private and public sector employers, and local
55 institutions of higher education.
56 The board shall evaluate each granted project to determine its
57 relevance to the development of statewise policy in the area of
58 youth employment and learning. The board shall report its
59 recommendations and findings to the legislature at the completion
60 of the five year grant period and at such other times as the board
61 deems useful.
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SECTION 36. The Board shall make a survey of school dis
tricts within the commonwealth to determine the existence, char
acter and components of current programs and needs for pro
grams in parenting education and family relations for both 
students and parents.

There shall be created a Statewide Advisory Committee on 
parenting education for the purpose of review of the survey and 
recommending to the departm ent a comprehensive scope for par
enting education for optional use by school districts.

The Advisory Committee shall consist of fifteen persons, includ
ing representatives of at least two students, at least one male and at 
least one female, parents, educators, school administrators, school 
boards, teachers and non-profit organizations demonstrating 
interest in parent education and family relations. The Advisory 
Committee shall be socioeconomically and culturally diverse.

The Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the Commis
sioner of the State Board of Education.

The Advisory Committee shall work with the Board to collect 
data on existing parent education and family life curricula cur
rently being used in school districts in M assachusetts and other 
states.

The Advisory Committee shall on at least one occasion hold a 
public hearing to which parents, educators, administrators in
volved in local district programs, and individuals involved in 
postsecondary and civic parenting education program s for the 
purpose of informing and advising the Board and the Committee 
on the needs and feasibility of parenting eduction and family 
relations curricula.

By June 1, 1986 the Board shall issue requests for proposals to 
school districts, non-profit organizations that have demonstrated 
an interest in parenting education, and post-secondary institutions 
for awards to aid in the implementation of parenting education 
and family relations programs in school districts.

In making the basic awards the scope recommended by the 
Advisory Committee shall be used by the Departm ent as a basic 
guide, with consideration given to the school districts interpreta
tion of their own community’s needs and level of instruction.

School Districts, non-profit organizations, or post-secondry 
education institutions are encouraged to utilize local parent and

*
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40 comm unity involvement in the developent of the requests for
41 proposals and implementation of the awards.
42 Priority for awards shall be given by the Board to proposals that
43 provide for matching funds from other sources, including in-kind
44 services and contributions and community involvement.
45 The Board shall seek and utilize any federal funds that may be
46 made available for the purpose of this chapter.
47 Each grant recipient shall be required to report on the program
48 funded to the Board and the Legislative Committee on Education.
49 G rants will be awarded for one year and may be renewed by the
50 department.
51 The Board shall grant awards to thirty (30) school districts in
52 1986 in amounts which shall not exceed $20,000, on a competitive
53 basis, as funds are available. Priority for awards shall be given by
54 the Board to proposals that provide for matching funds from other
55 sources, including in-kind services and contributors and commun-
56 ity involvement.

1 SECTION 37. For the purposes of this act, the term “public
2 school” shall include public schools in all cities, towns, regional
3 school districts, independent vocational schools, public agricultu-
4 ral schools m aintained by the counties of Bristol, Essex and Nor-
5 folk, and Sm ith’s Agricultural School. The term “school commit-
6 tee” shall include school committees in all cities, towns and
7 regional schools districts, local and district trustees for vocational
8 education and boards of trustees for the county agricultural
9 schools.

1 SECTION 38. In order to identify any m andates of this act,
2 both real and implied, and to promote the development of
3 improved systems of management and fiscal accounting to en-
4 hance the accountability of school departm ents or districts to the
5 general public, the secretary of adm inistration and the commis-
6 sioner of eduction shall conduct an investigation and study of
7 current laws, regulations, practices and data regarding educa-
8 tional fiscal planning, budgeting and accounting systems used in
9 such school departments or districts.

10 An advisory commission shall be appointed which shall consist 
] I of the two above named officials, the chairm an of the committees
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12 on education and local affairs of the senate and house of represen-
13 tatives, the secretary of communities and development, the com-
14 missioner of revenue, one representative of the division of local
15 mandates, two representatives of city government, two representa-
16 tives of town government and representatives from municipal
17 government and education organizations.
18 Based upon such investigation and study and upon the advice of
19 the commission, the secretary of adm inistration and the commis-
20 sioner of education shall file a report with the clerks of the senate
21 and house of representatives making such recommendations for
22 carrying out the funding obligations as imposed by paragraph c
23 section 27C of chapter 29 of the General Laws and for changes in
24 law, regulation or practice as they deem necessary to promote
25 greater efficiency in fiscal accounting and greater accountability in
26 such school departments or districts.
27 In the process of conducting the above investigation and study,
28 and secretary of adm inistration and the commissioner of educa-
29 tion shall also conduct a needs assessment to determine the addi-
30 tional costs this act will impose upon each school department and
3 1 district and shall file a report with the clerks of the senate and
32 house of representative recommending any appropriation suffi-
33 cient to fully fund such costs.

1 SECTION 39. Chapter 645 of the acts of 1948 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 7, as most recently amended by
3 section 2 of chapter 515 of the acts of 1983, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 7. Any city, town, regional school district or county
6 may apply to the commission for a school construction grant to
7 meet in part the cost of an approved school project. Such cost shall
8 include the entire interest paid or payable by such city, town, or
9 county and the entire interest paid or payable by such regional 

10 school district on any bonds or notes issued to finance such pro- 
1 1 ject. Such costs shall also include all costs and legal fees to enforce
12 rights on any contracts for the construction of an approved school
13 project. Such application shall be made, in the case of projects, the
14 construction of which has been undertaken before the effective
15 date of this act, within ninety days after such effective date, and in
16 the case of all other projects, before construction has been under-
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17 taken. Such application shall be in the form prescribed by the
18 Commission, and shall be accompanied by such additional infor-
19 m ation, drawings, plans, estimates of cost, and proposals for
20 defraying such costs, as the commission may require.
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SECTION 40. Section 9 of chapter 645 of the acts of 1948 as 
most recently amended by chapter 613 of the acts of 1982, is hereby 
amended by striking subsections (a), (b) and (c), and inserting in 
place thereof the following subsections: —

(a) The total construction grant for any approved school pro
ject approved by the commission after October first, nineteen 
hundred and eighty-four in any city or town shall be fifty percent 
of the final approved cost of such project multiplied by a percen
tage, which shall be the proportion, to the nearest tenth of one 
percent, which the most recent equalized valuation per school 
attending child for the entire commonwealth bears to the most 
recent equalized valuation per school attending child of the city or 
town; provided, however, that the portion of said total construc
tion grant which is for interest, as provided in section seven, shall 
be sixty-five percent of that part of such approved cost which 
consists of said interest, and that the remainder of said total 
construction grant shall be ninety percent of the remainder of such 
approved costs excluding said interest.

(b) The total construction grant for any approved school project 
approved by the commission after October first, nineteen hundred 
and eighty-four through twelve shall be sixty percent of the pro
duct of the final approved cost of the project multiplied by a 
percentage, which shall be the proportion, to the nearest tenth of 
one percent, which the most recent equalized valuation per school 
attending child for the entire commonwealth bears to the most 
recent total equalized valuation per school attending child of the 
towns comprising such district; provided, however, that the con
struction grant shall be for ninety percent of such approved cost 
and provided, further, that the portion of said total construction 
grant which is for interest, as provided in section seven, shall be 
seventy-five percent of that part of such approved cost which 
consists of said interest. The total construction grant for any 
approved school project approved by the commission after 
October first, nineteen hundred and eighty-four in a regional

I
s
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school district which does not include grades kindergarten 
through twelve shall be sixty percent of the final approved cost of 
such project multiplied by a percentage, which shall be the propor
tion, to the nearest tenth of one percent, which the most recent 
equalized valuation per school attending child for the entire com
monwealth bears to the most recent total equalized valuation per 
school attending child of the towns comprising such district; pro
vided, however, that the construction grant shall be for ninety 
percent of such approved cost and provided, further, that the 
portion of said total construction grant which is for interest, as 
provided in section seven, shall be in an amount not less than 
sixty-five percent nor more than seventy-five percent of that part 
of such approved cost which consists of said interest.

(c) The total construction grant for any approved school proj
ect approved by the commission after October first, nineteen 
hundred and eight-four in any county shall be ninety percent of the 
final approved construction cost of such project and sixty-five 
percent of the entire interest cost.

SECTION 41 Said section 9 of said chapter 645 of the acts of 
1948, as amended by chapter 613 of the acts of 1983, is hereby 
further amended by striking the ninth and tenth paragraphs and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs: —

Notwithstanding the provisions of this section and this act to the 
contrary the total construction grant for any approved school 
project for a district classified as a growth district which is 
approved or submitted after December thirty-first, nineteen 
hundred and eighty-two shall be sixty percent of the product of the 
final approved cost of the project multiplied by a percentage, 
which shall be the proportion, to the nearest tenth of one percent, 
which the most recent equalized valuation per school attending 
child for the entire commonwealth bears to the most recent total 
equalized valuation per school attending child of the towns com-| 
prising such district; provided, however, that the construction 
grant shall be for ninety percent of such approved cost and pro
vided, further, that the portion of said total construction grant 
which is for interest, as provided in section seven, shall be in an 
am ount not less than sixty-five percent nor more than seventy-fi'e



1985] H O U SE  -  N o. 4191 53

20 percent of that part of such approved cost which consists of said 
2| interest. In order for a district to be classified as a growth district
22 the board by a written finding shall determine that the district
23 conforms to the following criteria: —
24 (1) The actual increase in school attending chidren in the dis-
25 trict has been more than five percent over the past five years;
26 (2) The projected increase in enrollment for the next five years
27 will be five percent or more; and
28 (3) Such projected increase in enrollment for the next five years
29 is greater than the state-wide projection. For the purposes of this
30 paragraph district shall mean any city, town or regional school
31 district within the commonwealth.
32 Notwithstanding any provisions of this section and this act to
33 the contrary the total construction grant for any school project for
34 which there is an agreement between the city, town or regional
35 school district constructing the school project and any department
36 within the executive office of human services for the ongoing use of
37 such project by the residents of an institution under said depart-
38 ment shall be seventy-five percent of the interest cost and ninety
39 percent of construction costs of such project; provided, however,
40 that any such agreement shall be approved by the secretary of
41 administration and finance, and the house and senate committees
42 on ways and means.

1 SECTION 42. Section 11 of Chapter 15 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 708 of the acts of 1981, is
3 hereby amended by striking the third paragraph and inserting in
4 place thereof the following paragraph: —
5 The board shall, notwithstanding any contrary provision of
6 chapter six hundred forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 forty-eight, as amended, approve grants for schoolhouse construc-
8 tion of ninety percent of the approved costs whenever the board is
9 satisfied that the acquisition, construction, enlargement, renova-

10 tion, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or m odernization of a school-
11 house is for the purpose of reducing or eliminating racial imbal-
12 ance as provided by said section thirty-seven D or imbalance of
13 minority students, as defined in regulations promulgated under
14 the federal Emergency School Aid Act, Title VII of Public Law
15 92-318, as amended; and the commonwealth shall, subject to
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appropriation and upon the approval of the board, pay to a city, 
town, or regional district school committee ninety percent of the 
cost of other measures, except transportation as hereinafter pro
vided of pupils, employed by a school committee thereof or such 
regional district school committee to provide places for pupils for 
the purpose of reducing or eliminating racial imbalance as pro
vided by said section thirty-seven D or imbalance of minority 
students, as defined in regulations promulgated under the federal 
Emergency School Aid Act, Title VII of Public Law 92-318, as 
amended.

SECTION 43. Section 8 A of Chapter 645 of the Acts of 1948 as 
amended by Section 1 of Chapter 511 of the Acts of 1976 is further 
amended by adding at the end of the first paragraph the following.

In the case of a project approved on the basis of unequal annual 
payments as provided in Section 9 of this act or by other legislation 
of similar intent, the arithmetic average of the estimated annual 
payments for that project shall be the amount included in the said 
aggregate of first annual payments. The unused portion of the 
prior year authorization shall be available for use in the next 
following fiscal year. Projects approved under provisions of indi
vidual special legislation shall not be subject to the limitations of 
this authorization.

SECTION 44. Chapter 645 of the Acts of 1948, as most 
recently amended by Chapter 613 of the Acts of 1982 is hereby 
amended by adding the following section: —

Section 12. Whenever, in the judgem ent of the Commission, an 
unforeseen emergency or natural or man-made disaster, such as 
fire, flood, environmental contam ination or otherwise, is deemed 
to exist with respect to providing school facilities in a city, town 
county, or regional school district, the Commission may, if no 
alternative exists, provide in its discretion up to ninty percent of ^  
the cost of leasing, renting, or otherwise providing suitable tern- *  
porary classroom space and needed equipment for those students 
who, in the judgement of the Commission, cannot be adequately 
accommodated in the existing school facilities of the city, town, 
county, or regional school district which they normally attend.

For the purpose of this section, the Board shall have authority to
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16 determine if suitable excess space exists in the schools of the
17 system in which the emergency is deemed to exist as well as in the
18 schools of neighboring schools systems to which the affected stu-
19 dents may be reasonably be transported and shall have authority
20 to determine whether students shall be housed in excess school
21 space in their own or a neighboring school district or in other
22 suitable tem porary space during the period of emergency; and
23 from time to time the Commission shall certify to the Comptroller, 

1 ^24  and the state treasurer shall, within thirty days after such certifica-
25 tion, pay to the affected cities, towns, counties, or regional school
26 districts, from any accounts appropriated for grants or reimbur-
27 sements under the provision of this chapter the amounts due them
28 in accordance with this section.

1 SECTION 45. In the case of any costs incurred by a school
2 district for the purchase or lease of computer equipment or the
3 purchase of computer software for use by pupils, if such purchase
4 an d /o r lease are part of the school district com puter instruction
5 plan subsequently approved by the board of education, such pur-
6 chase or lease shall come under the provisions of section thirty-one
7 of this act.

1 SECTION 46. Chapter seventy-one B of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof, as most recently
3 amended by section 123 of chapter 351 of the Acts of 1981, the
4 following new paragraph:—
5 The departm ent shall reimburse the full costs, to the extent the
6 same are not paid under section ten, of all programs provided
7 hereunder to children under the age of five and over the age of
8 eighteen to the city, town or regional school district in which such
9 children reside. Such reimbursement shall be made as provided in 

10 section eighteen A of chapter fifty-eight after approval and certifi-
1 cation by the departm ent that funds for such programs for such 

q 2 children were actually expended in the amounts to be reimbursed
13 and that such programs have met the standards and requirements
14 prescribed by the department. Any monies received from such
15 reimbursements shall be kept separate and apart from other city,
16 town or district funds in the city, town or district treasury and may
17 be expended by the school committee without further appro-
18 priation.
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SECTION 47. The Commissioer of Education is directed to 
establish a voluntary, statewide advanced examination for gra
duating secondary public and private high school students. The 
examinations will be given in the following subjects: reading, 
literature, mathematics, government and history, music and art, 
and a written essay examination to determine writing ability, and 
other subject matters the commissioner shall deem appropriate. 
Said examination shall be known as the regents examination, and 
any student passing said examination shall be known as a regents ( 
scholar.

Each examination shall be of such a degree of difficulty so as to 
provide a challenge above and beyond the norm as determined by 
the commissioner of education.

Students passing said exam ination with a grade of 80% or more 
shall be permitted to attend any state institution of higher learning 
at which they have been accepted without tuition charges for the 
length of the program  in which they are enrolled. No student shall 
take said examinations on more than two occasions.
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