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By Mr Saggese of Winthrop, petition of Alfred E. Saggese, Jr., that
cities and towns be authorized to establish scholarship funds by means

of a voluntary check-off on local tax bills. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act enabling a town or city to establish a scholarship fund.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. A town or city in the commonwealth of Massa-
-2 chusetts is hereby authorized to redesign and designate a place on
3 its municipal tax bills, particularly the motor vehicle excise tax
4 bill, whereby the taxpayer of said town or city can voluntarily
5 check-off, donate, and pledge an amount not less than one dollar
6 or other amount to establish a town or city scholarship fund, the
7 purpose of said fund being to provide financial aid to deserving
8 town and city residents in accordance with certain established
9 criteria.

1 SECTION 2. Said fund shall be under the jurisdiction of the
2 town or city treasurer acting for and in behalf of the town or city;
3 and all monies which are collected as a result of the voluntary check-
-4 offshall be transferred to the principal of said fund; and the town or
5 city treasurer shall be the custodian of the fund and may deposit
6 the proceeds in national banks or invest the proceeds by deposit in
7 savings banks, cooperative banks or trust companies organized
8 under the laws of the commonwealth or invest the same in such
9 securities as are legal for the investment of funds of savings and10 loan associations situated in the commonwealth.

1 SEC riON 3. A scholarship committee composed of the super-
-2 intendent of schools, or his or her designee, and no fewer than five3 citizens of the town or city, shall be appointed to a three-year term
4 subject to approval of the school committee.
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1 SECTION 4. The scholarship committee shall utilize, as much
2 as practical, the full net income received from the fund, and
3 annually grant as much financial aid as the full income shall
4 provide, and any excess income shall be reserved as income and
5 applied and added to the net income of the said fund the following
6 year.

1 SECTIONS. In selecting the annual recipients of financial aid
2 from the town or city scholarship fund, the scholarship committee
3 shall be guided by the following criteria: the recipients of financial
4 aid must be residents of the town or city who have been accepted to
5 pursue education beyond the secondary school level at an institu-
-6 tion deemed accredited by said committee. Said committee shall
7 also take into consideration each recipient’s financial need, past
8 academic performance, school and community participation,
9 work experience, career and educational aspirations and goals,

10 unusual personal or family circumstances, and an appraisal by an
11 advisory, counselor, employer, or other related adult in the com-
-12 munity. Each recipient maybe interviewed by said scholarship
13 committee prior to the award of financial aid.

1 SECTION 6. All costs for operation of this article shall be
2 borne by said scholarship fund, with the exception of the printing
3 of the excise tax bills.


