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By Mr. Flaherty of Boston, petition (accompanied by bill. House.
No. 5572) of Michael F. Flaherty for legislation to regulate the use of
kerosene heaters. Public Safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act relative to regulating the use of kerosene heaters.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hv the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 258 of the General Laws as inserted by Chapter 688 of
2 the Acts of 1962 is hereby stricken and inserted in place thereof is
3 the following section.
4 Definitions
5 As used in this Section, the following terms shall mean and
6 include:
7 (a) “Integral Reservoir." The container for the supply of fuel
8 held within the heating unit.
9 (b) “Self-Supporting.” Any heater with an integral reservoir for
10 fuel.
11 (c) “Portable Kerosene Fueled Heater." Any nonflue-con-
-12 nected, self-contained, self-supporting, kerosene fueled, heating
13 appliance equipped with an integral reservoir, designed to be car-
-14 ried from one location to another, but excluding any heater
15 designed to be used in buildings under construction, or solely for
16 agricultural purposes.
17 (d) “Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory." Any of the
18 following testing or inspection agencies: Underwriters Labora-
-19 tories, Inc., Canadian Standards Association, Factory Mutual
20 System, Applied Research Laboratories of Florida, Inc., and Elec-
-21 trical Testing Laboratory.
22 (e) “Listed." Any portable oil fueled heater which has been
23 evaluated with respect to reasonably foreseeable hazards to life and
24 property be a nationally recognized testing laboratory, is certified
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25 to comply with minimum standards of design and performance
26 required by Underwriter’s Laboratory Subject 647, as amended
27 from time to time, and has been authorized by the appropriate
28 governmental agency of this state as being reasonably safe for its
29 specific purpose and shown in a list published by such agency and
30 bears the mark of such agency as an indication that it has been so
31 authorized. Any evaluation shall include but not be limited to
32 evaluation of the design and labeling requirements hereinafter set
33 forth in Section Three and shall further include certain quality
34 control procedures that must be implemented in the manufactur-
-35 ing process.
36 (0 “Approved." Any listed heater is an approved heater.
37 (g) '’'Structure." Any building, included but not limited to,
38 private dwellings or to any structure used for business, commer-
-39 cial, or industrial purposes, but excluding any multifamily dwelling.
40 (h) "Muhifamily Dwelling." A multifamily dwelling is a dwell-
-41 ing which is either rented, leased, let or hired out to be occupied or
42 is occupied as the residence or home of three or more families or
43 persons living independently of each other but is not more than
44 three stories in height.
45 (i) "Residential Use." Any use in a single family dwelling,
46 apartment house or multiple family dwelling.
47 (j) "Owner." The owner of the freehold ofany real property or
48 of a lesser estate therein, a mortgagee or vendee in possession,
49 assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, lessee, agent or any
50 other person, firm or corporation directly or indirectly in control
51 of real property.
52 2. Design and Labeling Requirements
53 Approved portable kerosene fueled heaters must adhere to
54 the following design and labeling requirements;
55 (a) Approved portable kerosene heaters must have labeling
56 permanently affixed thereto containing the labeling standards of

the National Kerosene Heater Association.
58 (b) Approved portable kerosene heaters must have:
59 (i) An automatic safety shut-off device or inherent design
60 feature which eliminates fire hazards in the event of
61 tipover and otherwise conforms with the standards set
62 forth in National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
63 No. 31; and
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64 (ii) A fuel capacity of not more than two (2) gallons for
65 heaters designed for residential use.
66 (iii) Approved portable kerosene fueled heaters must be
67 constructed with a low center of gravity and minimum
68 tipping angle with an empty reservoir.
69 3. Sale and Use of Approved Portable Kerosene Fueled Heaters
70 Approved portable kerosene fueled heaters may be offered
71 for sale, sold or used in stuctures in this slate subject to the
72 restrictions concerning use in multifamily dwellings set forth in
73 Section Eight herein. Any approved portable kerosene fueled
74 heater may be offered for sale, sold or used in locations other than
75 structures unless specifically prohibited by legislation of this state.
76 4. Advertising of Kerosene For Use in Approved Portable
11 Kerosene Heaters
78 (a) All persons who offer kerosene for sale within the Com-
-79 monwealth must post a conspicuous notice visible to all purchasers
80 at the place of sale in letters at least three inches in height, stating
81 whether the kerosene being sold from the storage facility is I-k or
82 2-k as defined by the American Society of Testing and Materials.
83 (b) All persons who offer kerosene graded 2-k for sale within
84 the Commonwealth must post conspicuously the following notice,
85 in letters at least three inches in height, near the kerosene storage
86 tank, and next to or immediately below any listing of prices for the
87 kerosene “This is grade 2-k kerosene and it is not to be used in
88 portable unvented kerosene heaters.”
89 5. Storage ofKerosene For Use in Approved Portable Kerosene
90 Fueled Healers
91 Storage ofkerosene for purposes of this Act shall meet the
92 standards delineated in the most recent promulgation of National
93 Fire Protection Association Thirty (NFPA 30), Chapter Four
94 “Container and Portable Tank Storage.” All portable containers
95 for sale or storage must be predominantly blue in color and clearly
96 marked “Kerosene.”

6. Regulation of Use in Multifamily Dwellings
The use of approved kerosene fueled heaters will be permit-

-99 ted in the Multifamily Dwelling if:
(i) The owner and/or his designated agent shall have

received an authorized permit from the Fire Chief of the
*O2 City or Town.
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103 (ii) A central storage area must be provided for the kerosene
104 containers whereinall containers must be stored, and all
105 refueling of the kerosene heaters must take place. The
106 storage area shall abide by the standards listed in
107 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) No.
108 Thirty, Chapter Four “Container And Portable Tank
109 Storage.” Such storage area, if under the same roof as
110 the Multifamily Dwelling, may not have a door opening
111 into a common area where the members of the public
112 have general access. The storage area must be equipped
I 13 with both a fire extinguisher meeting the standards listed
114 in NFPA No. Thirty, Chapter Four “Container and
1 15 Portable Tank Storage,” and a smoke detector.
116 (iii) If the central storage area is not under the same roof as

I 17 the Multifamily Dwelling, the area must meet the stand-
118 ards delineated in NFPA No. Thirty, Chapter Four,
119 “Container and Portable Tank Storage.” The central
120 storage area must be equipped with a fire extinguisher
121 described in 8(ii).
122 (iv) No more than sixty (60) gallons of kerosene fuel may be
123 stored at any time within a central storage area under the
124 same roof as a Multifamily Dwelling. No more than two
125 hundred fifty (250) gallons of kerosene fuel may be
126 stored in a central storage area not under the same roof
127 as the Multifamily Dwelling.
128 (v) In no event may an inhabitant of a Multifamily Dwelling
129 keep kerosene fuel stored within the living quarters or
130 common area such entrances and hallways except for
131 fuel contained within the tank of the kerosene heater.
132 (vi) No other tangible item considered volatile in nature
133 including, but not limited to, items such as paint, paint
134 thinner, naptha, gasoline, diesel fuel, turpentine, etc., or
135 items with a false point below 140 degrees Fahrenheit,
136 may be stored in the same central storage area used for
137 kerosene storage.
138 7. Prohibited Use oj Kerosene Heaters
139 The use ofkerosene fueled heaters will be prohibited under
140 any circumstances in the following types of structures:
141 (i) Nursing homes or convalescent centers;(i) Nursing homes or convalescent centers;
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142 (ii) Day-care centers having present children under the age
143 of seven.
144 (iii) Any type of center for the handicapped;
145 (iv) Hospitals;
14(3 (v) Common areas of Multifamily Dwellings;
147 (vi) Structures more than three stories in height.
148 8. Enforcement
149 The building inspector shall have the authority to enforce

.150 this section and only this section shall govern the sale and use of
|SI portable kerosene fueled heaters within this state.
152 9. Violation ofthis Chapter
153 Failure to comply with the above provisions shall result in
154 a fine of not less than $lOO nor more than $lO,OOO dollars.
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