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By Mrs. Parente of Milford, petition of Marie J. Parente relative to
interstate fire protection. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act relative to interstate fire protection.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, the governor, acting on behalf of the commonwealth, is
3 hereby authorized to enter into and execute an agreement, substan-
-4 tially in the following form, with any one or more of the states of the
5 United States, appropriate agencies of the Government of the
6 United States or the provinces of the Dominion of Cananda and the
7 general court hereby approves and ratifies in advance such agree-
-8 ment so entered into, such approval and ratification to be effective
9 upon filing of a properly executed copy of such Agreement in the
10 office of the state secretary;

13

14 The purpose of this agreement is to promote effective prevention
15 and control of forest fires throughout the United States and adja-

-16 cent areas of Canada by development of intergrated forest fire
17 plans, by the maintenance of adequate forest fire fighting services
18 by the member states, by providing for mutual aid in fighting forest
19 fire among the states of the region and for procedures that will
20 facilitate such aid, and by the establishment of a central agency to
21 co-ordinate the services of member states and perform such com-
-22 mon services as member states may deem desirable.

jc Commontoealtf) of

11 INTERSTATE FOREST FIRE PROTECTION COMPACT.

12 The contracting states or agencies solemnly agree

ARTICLE I.
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ARTICLE 11.23

24 It shall be the duty of the contracting state or agency to formulate
25 and put in effect a forest fire plan for that state and to take such
26 measure mutually agreed upon to integrate such forest fire plan
27 with the obligations of this agreement.
28 Whenever the state forest fire control agency of a contracting
29 state or agency requests aid from the state forest fire control of any
30 other contracting state or agency, it shall be the duty of the forest
31 fire control agency so called upon to render all possible aid to the
32 requesting agency which is consonant with the maintenance of
33 protection at home.
34 Each contracting state agency agrees to render aid to the Forest
35 Service or other agencies of the government of the United State in
36 combatting, controlling or preventing forest fires in areas under
37 their jurisdiction located within the member state or contiguous
38 member state.

39

40 Whenever the forces of any contracting state are rendering out-
-41 side aid pursuant to the request of another contracting state under
42 this agreement, the employees of such state shall, under the direc-
-43 tion of the officers of the state to which they are rendering aid, have
44 the same powers (except the power of arrest), duties, rights, privi-
-45 leges and immunities as comparable employees of the state to which
46 they are rendering aid.
47 No contracting state or its officers or employees rendering out-
-48 side aid pursuant to this agreement shall be liable on account of any
49 act or omission on the part of such forces while so engaged, or on
50 account of the maintenance or use of any equipment or supplies in
51 connection therewith.
52 All liability thatmay arise either under the laws of the requesting
53 state or under the laws of the aiding stale or under the laws of a third
54 state on account of or in connection with a request for aid, shall be
55 assumed and borne by the requesting state.
56 Any contracting state rendering outside aid pursuant to this
57 agreement shall be reimbursed by the contracting state receiving

ARTICLE 111.
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58 such aid for any loss or damage to, or expense incurred in the
59 operation of any equipment answering a request for aid, and for the
60 cost of all materials, transportation, wages, salaries and mainte-
-61 nance of employees and equipment incurred in connection with
62 such request; provided, that nothing herein contained shall prevent
63 any assisting contracting state from assuming such loss, damage,
64 expense or other cost or from loaning such equipment or from
65 donating such services to the receiving contracting state without
66 charge or cost.
67 Each contracting state shall provide for the payment of compen-
-68 sation and death benefits to injured employees and the representa-
-69 lives of deceased employees in case employees sustain injuries or are
70 killed while rendering outside aid pursuant to this agreement in the
71 same manner and on the same terms as if the injury or death were
72 sustained within such state.
73 For the purposes of the agreement the term employee shall
74 include any volunteer or auxiliary legally included with the forest
75 fire fighting forces of the aiding state under the laws thereof.
76 The commission shall formulate procedures for claims and reim-
-77 bursement under the provisions of this article.
78 Aid by a contracting state to an area subject to federal jurisdic-
-79 tion beyond the borders of such state shall not be required under
80 this agreement unless substantially the same provisions of this
81 article relative to powers, liabilities, losses and expenses in connec-
-82 tion with such aid are embodied in federal laws.

83

84 This agreement shall become operative when the preceding pro-
-85 visions of this act are complied with.

ARTICLE IV.
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