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By Mr. Saggese of Winthrop, petition of Alfred E. Saggese, Jr., for
legislation to increase the information integrated into the computer
system of the Central Register for Missing Children. Human Services
and Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

An Act amending the law concerning the central register

FOR MISSING CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section lof chapter 22A of the General Laws,
2 as inserted by chapter 356 of the acts of 1984, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the definition of “Department” the following
4 definition:
5 “Information”, information that can be integrated into the
6 computer system and that relates to the physical or mental descrip-
-7 tion of a minor including, but not limited to, height, weight, color
8 of hair and eyes, use of eyeglasses or contact lenses, skin coloring,
9 physical or mental handicaps, special medical conditions or needs,

10 abnormalities, problems, scars and marks, and distinguishing
11 characteristics, and other information that could assist in iden-
-12 tifying a minor including, but not limited to, full name and nick-
-13 name, date and place of birth, age, names and addresses of parents
14 and other relatives, fingerprints, dental records, photographs,
15 social security number, driver’s license number, credit card num-

-16 bers, bank account numbers, and clothing.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 22A is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 4 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section;
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4 When a law enforcement agency in this state that has jurisdic-
-5 tion in the matter is informed that a minor is or may be a missing
6 child and that the person providing the information wishes to file a
7 missing child report, the law enforcement agency shall take that
8 report. Upon taking the report, the law enforcement agency shall
9 take prompt action upon it, including, but not limited to, con-

10 certed efforts to locate the missing child. No law enforcement
11 agency in this state shall have a rule or policy that prohibits or
12 discourages the filing of or the taking of action upon a missing
13 child report, within a specified period following the discovery or
14 formulation of a belief that a minor is or could be a missing child.
15 If a missing child report is made to a law enforcement agency in
16 this state that has jurisdiction in the matter, the law enforcement
17 agency shall gather readily available information about the miss-
-18 ing child and immediately cause it to be entered into the central
19 register and further integrate it into the national crime information
20 center computer within twelve hours following the making of the
21 report. The law enforcement agency shall make reasonable efforts
22 to acquire additional information about the missing child follow-
-23 ing the transmittal of the initially available information, and
24 promptly integrate any additional information acquired into such
25 computer systems.
26 Whenever a law enforcement agency integrates information
27 about a missing child into the national crime information center
28 computer, the law enforcement agency shall promptly notify the
29 missing child’s parents, custodial parent, guardian, or legal cus-
-30 todian, or any other person responsible for the missing child, that
31 it has so integrated the information.
32 The parents, custodial parent, guardian, legal custodian, or
33 other person responsible for the missing child shall provide avail-
-34 able information upon request, and may provide information
35 voluntarily, to the law enforcement agency during the information
36 gathering process. The law enforcement agency also may obtain
37 available information about the missing child from otherpersons,
38 subject to constitutional and statutory limitations.
39 Upon the filing of a missing child report, the law enforcement
40 agency involved promptly shall make a reasonable attempt to
41 notify other law enforcement agencies within its county and, if the
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42 agency has jurisdiction in a municipal corporation or township
43 thatborders another county, to notify the law enforcement agency
44 for the municipal corporation or township in the other county with
45 which it shares the border, that it has taken a missing child report
46 and may be requesting assistance or cooperation in the case, and
47 provide relevant information to the other law enforcement agen-
-48 cies. The agency may notify additional law enforcement agencies,
49 appropriate children services boards, and appropriate depart-
-50 ments of human services exercising children services functions,
51 about the case, request their assistance or cooperation in the case,
52 and provide them with relevant information.
53 Upon request from a law enforcement agency, the department
54 of social services, the department of youth services, the depart-
-55 ment of public health and the department of mental health shall
56 grant the law enforcement agency access to all information con-
-57 cerning a missing child that said department possesses that may be
58 relevant to the law enforcement agency in investigating a missing
59 child report concerning that child. The information obtained by
60 the law enforcement agency shall only be used to further the
61 investigation to locate the missing child.
62 Upon request, law enforcement agencies in this state shall
63 provide assistance to, and cooperate with, other law enforcement
64 agencies in their investigation of missing child cases.
65 The information in any missing child report made to a law
66 enforcement agency shall be made available, upon request, to law
67 enforcement personnel of this state, other states, and the federal
68 government when the law enforcement personnel indicate that the
69 request is to aid in identifying or locating a missing child or the
70 possible identification of a deceased minor who, upon discovery,
71 cannot be identified.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 22A is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 6 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:
4 Section 6. When a missing child has not been located within
5 thirty days after the date on which his missing child report was
6 filed with a law enforcement agency, that law enforcement agency
7 shall request the missing child’s parents, custodial parent,
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8 guardian, or legal custodian, or any other person responsible for
9 the missing child, to provide written consent for the law enforce-

-10 ment agency to contact the missing child’s dentist and request the
11 missing child’s dental records, upon receipt of such written con-
-12 sent, the dentist shall release a copy of the missing child’s dental
13 records to the law enforcement agency and shall provide and
14 encode the records in such form as requested by the law enforce-
-15 ment agency. The law enforcement agency shall then integrate
16 information in the records into the national crime information
17 center computer in order to compare the records to those of un-

-18 identified deceased persons. This does not prevent a law enforce-
-19 ment agency from seeking consent to obtain copies of a missing
20 child’s dental records, or prevent a missing child’s parents, cus-
-21 todial parent, guardian, or legal custodian, or any other person
22 responsible for the missing child, from granting consent for the
23 release of copies of the missing child’s dental records to a law
24 enforcement agency, at any time.
25 A missing child’s parents, custodial parent, guardian, or legal
26 custodian, or any other persons responsible for a missing child,
27 shall immediately notify the law enforcement agency with which
28 they filed the missing child report whenever the child has returned
29 to their home or to their care, custody, and control, or has other-
-30 wise been located. Upon such notification or upon otherwise
31 learning that a missing child has returned to the home of, or to the
32 care, custody, and control of his parents, custodial parent, guard-
-33 ian, legal custodian, or other person responsible for him, or other-
-34 wise has been located, the law enforcement agency involved shall
35 promptly integrate the fact that the minor is no longer a missing
36 child into the national crime information center computer.
37 Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to impair
38 the confidentiality of services provided to runaway minors by
39 shelters for runaway minors.
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