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HOUSE No. 6879
By Mr. Galvin of Boston, petition ofWilliam F. Galvin for adoption

of resolutions by the General Court memorializing the President and
the Congress of the United States to make additional visas available
for immigrants from certain foreign countries. Federal Financial
Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five

Resolutions memorializing the president of the united states and

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO MAKE ADDITIONAL VISAS AVAILABLE FOR

IMMIGRANTS FROM CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

Whereas, The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, as amended
in 1965, admits immigrants to the United States according to a prefer-
ence system; and

Whereas, This preference system favors individuals who have either
(I) close family already residing in the United States, or (2) exceptional
professional qualifications; and

Whereas, The “close family preference” effectively discriminates
against individuals from countries without very recent histories of
immigration because this circumstance causes them to be separated
from their American relatives by more than a single generation; and

Whereas, European immigration, which has comprised nearly 70
percent of U.S immigration since 1820, has been reduced to only 8.8
percent of the 260,000 admitted under the preference system in 1984,
due in part to the “close family preference”; and

Whereas, The diminished number of Irish emigres further demon-
strates this problem, such that 4,692,856 Irish immigrated to the
United States between 1820 and 1981, and only 537 qualified for
admission in 1984 under the preference system; and

Whereas, The Europeans have greatly contributed to the rich history
and diverse culture of our country and are not intentionally excluded
by the current preference system; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts General Court hereby urges the
President and the Congress of the United States to enact legislation
mandating, in accordance with U.S. H.R. 2606 oflered on May 23,
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1985 by Congressman Brian Donnelly, that notwithstanding the
numerical limitations in sections 201 (a) and 202(a) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act, if the total number of immigrants from a foreign
country is less than three-fourths of the average annual number of
immigrant visas made available during the 10-fiscal year period begin-
ning July 1, 1955 to aliens born in that foreign country, an additional
number of visas shall be made available to applicants in the chronolog-
ical order in which they applied for permission to immigrate to the
United States equal to the amount of that difference or 7,500 which-
ever is less; and be it further

Resolved. That H. R. 2606 shall not in any way reduce the number of
immigrants from any country, but would rather increase total immi-
gration by approximately thirty thousand, allocating additional visas
to France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Austria, Denmark, The
Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden; and be it further

Resolved, That H.R. 2606 shall also include a 5-fiscal year sunset
provision that will commence after the date of its enactment; and be it
further

Resolved
, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded by the Clerk

of the House of Representatives to the President of the United States
and the presiding officer of each branch of Congress and the members
thereof.
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