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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives;

I find unacceptable as written sections 44, 47, and 61 of
H. 6100 and, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Article LVI
of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution, I am
returning for amendment those sections, with the following recommended amendments:
SECTION 44.
This section prohibits the Department of Mental
Health from holding anyone under the age of 22 in a state funded
mental health hospital pr clinic unless the individual is housed
in a separate unit with individuals of the same age.

Inpatient mental health units that primarily serve mentally
ill adults are generally inappropriate to meet the needs of individuals under the age of 22. Accordingly, on July 26, 1984, I
issued Executive Order 244 which requires the Department of
Mental Health to establish separate units for individuals under
the age of 19 and individuals between the ages of 19 and 22 who
are receiving structured special education services pursuant to
Section 44 would expand the requirements of
Chapter 766.
Executive Order 244 by extending its provisions to all
individuals between the ages of 19 and 22.
Decisions as to what services are necessary to meet the needs of these young adults are,
however, best made on a case by case basis.
I therefore recommend that section 44 be amended by striking
the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the
following:
Any individual who has not attained the age
SECTION 44.
of
nineteen or any mentally ill individual between the ages of nineteen and twenty-two, who is receiving structured services pursuant to Chapter 766, shall not be confined or allowed to
reside
in any mental health hospital or inpatient unit of a state funded
mental health clinic under the direction and control of the
department of mental health unless such individual is housed
within a separate unit with individuals of the same age grouping
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I therefore recommend that section 61 be amended by striking
in its entirety and inserting in place thereof the

following:—

SECTION 61.
The department of mental health shall develop a
plan for establishing a medium security facility under its
control. Said plan shall be submitted by the secretary of the
executive office of human services''tfo the secretary of
administration and finance by Sejfoember 30, 1985.

I urge your favorable
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