
 

 

Meeting Minutes 

STATE BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS 
S:\BBR\BBRS\AGENDA\2013 Agenda\06_June\BBRS Minutes June 11, 2013 

A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, June11, 
2013 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108 
PRESENT 

Brian Gale (BG), Vice-Chair– Building Official from a Town 
Rob Anderson (RA)      -Chief of Inspections- Buildings  ….designee for this meeting was Tom Riley (TMR) 
Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades  
Jerry Ludwig (JL)   -Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical) 
Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural) 
Thomas Perry (TP)     -Building Official from a City 
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designees for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS 
Harry Smith (HS)     -One- and Two-Family Homebuilders 
ABSENT 

Kevin Gallagher (KG)     -Head of a Local Fire Department 
Alexander MacLeod (SM), Chair - Registered Architect 
Stanley Shuman (SS)      -General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings  
 
Don Finocchio (DF), and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the 
attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries of discussion and record of motions*, 
seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or 
below, this table of minutes.  
*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote) 
 

Old Business (OB)  

BG opened the meeting.  1:06 

OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes May 14, 2013 (approved June 11, 2013)’ (RC, HS, All)  1:07 

OB #3 Discussion and votes on code change proposals on 780 CMR: 
c. Staff presented the BBRS with options to address radon mitigation. Options included moving the code 
change proposal ‘2013_01_Chapter_51_R324_Radon_Reduction_Kapturowski’ to promulgation, denial of 
the proposal, and posting of a radon advisory, which was presented by staff. A motion was made by TR to 
move the proposal to promulgation and to post the radon advisory and after discussion the BBRS voted to 
not approve this motion. (TR, TMR, Not Approved) HS, JL, RC, TP↓ TMR, GM, TR↑ 1:16. After this vote 
the BBRS approved amending ‘Radon_Advisory_06_11_2013_draft’ to include a map of the high radon 
zones, and then post it to the DPS website and E-memo it to all building officials (HS, JL, All) 1:20. 
 
b. Staff presented  ‘2012_04_Chapter_51_IECC_2012_EAC_06_11_2013_rev_A’ which contained edits 
proposed by the Energy Advisory Committee (EAC). The discussion focused on the mandatory ventilation 
requirements which per the proposed amendment could be met by continuous operation of a bathroom 
fan, for example. Although the BBRS was presented with testimony that tight residential buildings have 
been in service for years without ventilation problems, questions were raised regarding energy savings 
and health of occupants. They included: What is the right ventilation rate (cfm or ACH) for a building that 
has been constructed relatively “air tight”? What if the fan stops working? Will the fan create negative 
pressure that would adversely affect open combustion appliances or cause infiltration air flow back 
through the chimney of the building?, etc.  After discussion the BBRS approved a postponement of action 
on agenda items  3.b. i to iv. until the July 9 meeting (JL, HS, All).  1:47 Also an action was taken for Staff, 
JL, and others to modify if necessary the mechanical ventilation requirements for the July 9 BBRS meeting.  

 



 

 

OB #2 Actions from previous BBRS Meetings  
a.  Staff noted that the trial period for construction control documents has ended and that the four 

documents were revised by a team that included state and local building inspectors, engineers, 
architects, and others. These documents were viewed, discussed, and then BBRS approved the four 
documents with minor draft (staff to refine draft language as required) amendments to three:  

i. ‘Construction_Control_Document_Final_approved_05_15_2013’ with correction to a typo. (TMR, RC, 
All) 2:01 

ii. ‘Construction_Control_Document_Initial_approved_05_15_2013’(TMR, TP, All) 2:06 
iii. ‘Construction_Control_Document_Phased_approved_05_15_2013’ with third party for smoke 

control and cleanouts for kitchen venting (RC, TMR, All) 2:13 
iv. ‘Required_Inspections_Document_approved_05_15_2013’ with chapter 9 reference to note 1 (TR, 

RC, All) 2:22 
v. Staff noted that the team also revised 780 CMR 107 to be in concert with the language in the 

construction control documents. After this review the BBRS approved code change proposal
 ‘2013_04a_Chapter_1_Section_107_2013_06_11’ for movement into the EO 485 process and 
promulgation. (TP, GM, All) 2:29  

 

OB #3 Discussion and votes on code change proposals on 780 CMR: 
a.  Staff noted that a team of local and state building inspectors revised 780 CMR 1. In order to make this 
chapter more ‘user’ friendly the proposed changes allow the reader to view all of Chapter 1 in one place 
versus having to use the International Building Code and a separate package of MA amendments. Other 
changes including clarity on maintenance requirements were incorporated.  After discussion the BBRS 
approved code change proposal  ‘2013_04b_Chapter_1_except_Section_107_2013_06_11_rev_A’ as 
amended (180 days versus 90 days for a Temporary C of O) for movement into the EO485 process and 
promulgation (TMR, RC, All) 2:46 

 

New Business (NB)  

NB #1: BBRS approved 75  new Construction Supervisor Licenses issued in May 2013 (HS, TMR, All)  2:50 

NB #2: BBRS approved construction supervisor license reinstatement for Arthur A. Smith, Jr. CS-017820 
and Nathan Dehoyos CS-085626 and James Smith, CS-063676 with medical justification. (HS, TP, All) 

2:50 

NB #3: BBRS approved Jerry G. Jiang as qualified to sit for the unrestricted construction supervisor license 
exam. (HS, GM, All)  

2:51 

NB #4: BBRS reviewed and approved the Building Official Certification Committee (BOCC) 
recommendations and imposed the actions contained in ‘BOCC_May_8_2013_meeting_minutes’. (RC, HS, 
All) 

2:54 

NB #7 Other new business: 
a.  BBRS reviewed but took no action on 

 ‘2013_05_Official_Interpretation_Air_Leakage_Verification_06_11_2013_(final draft)’ 1:55 
b.  The DPS/DPL solar PV installation guide is being worked and was not ready for BBRS review.  
c.  Staff noted that feedback from building officials on BBRS official interpretations (OI) has been positive 

with one exception from a building official concerning the OI on emergency escape and rescue openings. 
Among other things in ‘Official Interpretation EERO_Comment’ he noted that the OI may confuse rather 
than clarify because it does not agree with International Residential Code commentary.  BG requested that 
this OI be included on the July 9 meeting again for reconsideration. 3:01 

d.  RC noted that exterior wall construction of buildings is being hampered by sheet metals workers, who 
are inserting themselves into this construction phase (specifically louvers in walls) which in his opinion, 
they have not been involved in historically. He noted that Suffolk, Skanska and others are experiencing 
the effects of this. TMR and TR noted that the specialized code statutes may allow for this enabling 
action. On behalf of BBRS an action was taken that Staff and DPS legal work with RC on this topic and to 
generate an FAQ as guidance if appropriate.  

 

BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (HS, GM, All) 3:13 
Notes    

1. Time is E.S.T.  


