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R E P O R T .

In presenting to our fellow-citizens of Saugus the

Annual School Report for the year ending February,

1865, we cheerfully comply with the requirements

of the laws of our ancient Commonwealth.

Our board has not been so fortunate in experi-

enced members as perhaps in some former years.

Our chairman, Mr. Wilbur F. Newhall, was obliged

to resign on account of continued ill health, conse-

quently we have lost his valuable aid during most of

the year.

THE CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.

We are happy to say that the schools, from the

commencement of the school year, have been in a

prosperous condition without an exception. Any
comparison of the schools in town, one with the other,

when all have endeavored to do so well, would be

out of place, but we venture the remark that in point

of improvement in discipline and scholarship, the

present year will compare favorably with any pre-

vious year ; still there is room for improvement—
we say it encouragingly. This is a field of effort in



which all can labor, and with profit, too. We do not

expact perfection, yet would have all aim high.

The scholar, the parents, the teacher and the com-

mittee men have responsible duties to perform, in or-

der that the schools may be the very best, and each

one must perform that duty for himself, and not for

another, faithfully, according to the best of his abil-

ity. The responsibility is, we had almost said, fear-

ful, but the reward will be glorious.

An united, comprehensive and continuous effort,

on the part of all, is solemnly required at our hands.

A high tone of morality must be encouraged, and

severe discipline must be maintained in order to se-

cure the best good of each individual scholar. And
parents, teachers and scholars will remember that se-

vere discipline in good morals, and habits of industry

and punctuality at home and at school, are for the

good of all, indeed, for the ease and comfort of all.

THE OBJECT OF EDUCATION.

No system of education is perfect which has not

for its object the training of all the faculties, moral

and physical, as well as the intellectual. The mus-

cles should be developed by healthful exercise, while

the body is subjected to the mind, and the mind to

the moral nature, yet all in harmony, in order to re-

alize the highest type of manhood. A sound mind in

a sound body, controlled by an enlightened con-

science.

THOROUGHNESS SHOUED BE ENCOURAGED.

While the process of education may be said to be



commensurate with our earthly existence, it is not

always, if ever, conducted in the best possible man-

ner. Men are always being educated, but too often

in a manner so heedless as to be of little real advan-

tage to themselves or any one else.

A fact thoroughly learned is alone fruitful of good

results. There is a great difference between task

learning, or the indolent reception of knowledge

without labor, or with just so much labor as will en-

able one to recite a lesson passably well, and that

effort of the mind, which is always necessary in or-

der to secure an important truth and make it fully

our own, which we call study.

One fact fixed in the mind is worth ten thousand

facts loosly floating over it. The one strengthens

while the other weakens and confuses the mind. A
mere smattering of science picked up a little here, a

little there, a little more no one knows where, in any

man's field, as a pigeon picks up peas, may make one

pedantic, but will never make one learned or wise.

The exhaustive system is of all others to be preferred.

A thing worth learning is worth learning well. The
first aim of a teacher should be to fix in the mind

of a scholar the importance of thorough self-dis-

cipline, the habit of deep, patient, systematic re-

search of thinking and reasoning accurately, and of

concentrating thought, of applying and suspending

thought at will : thus to strengthen the mind and en-

able one to think a subject through and through.

The first step in this direction should be taken as

early as possible ; and the motto of every scholar

should be, not how far, but how well. Thus alone



can
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,n the past be made secure, and more knowledge

:quired from day to day than is forgotten.

DRILL.

There has been introduced into our schools during

the past year, for the first time, we think, a system of

weekly comprehensive reviews, and with excellent

results, thereby keeping constantly before the mind

of the scholar, the frame work, or fundamental prin-

ciples of the science being taught. We have thought

that in this way, better than any other, what we have

called fragments, might be gathered up and nothing

lost.

BOOKS.

We have introduced no change in text-books dur-

ing the year, for the reason that we have found, on

careful examination and comparison of the old with

the new, that those now in use are equal to the best,

and, in some respects, superior to any others, in the

market.

The Readers in point of mechanical execution

might be improved. The type is small, and the pa-

per poor, but we could not recommend the banish-

ment of old friends with familiar faces, for a mere

fault in dress.

TEACHERS.

All of our schools, nine in number, have been

taught by eleven different female teachers ; and while

our country is engaged in a war of such magnitude,

demanding the strength of muscle and brain of every

male citizen, either in the industrial or military ser-

vice, and while wre can secure the labors of such com-



petent female teachers, we ought not to think of

employing male teachers. Indeed, it would be diffi-

cult to find an equal number of better teachers, either

male or female, for our small village schools. One
star is said to differ from another in glory, yet all

seem to shine with a pure and steady light, adorning

not only the intellectual but also the moral and

social walks of life.

Their wages have been liberal, but we are satisfied

that each has endeavored to earn her share of the

generous appropriation of the town for school pur-

poses, and to have been actuated by higher motives

than the consideration of pecuniary reward.

We give a decided preference to the employment

of female teachers in our small schools in times like

these, but we trust the time is not far distant when
the good people of Saugus will deem it necessary to

establish, if not a High school, at least a higher grade

of Grammar school in which should be employed a

male teacher of liberal education.

HOME INFLUENCE.

We cannot over estimate the importance of well

directed home influence upon the success of our

schools. The subtle, strong tie of sympathy which

links the hearts of parents and children like an elec-

tric cord, affords a ready means by which the slightest

prejudice may be communicated, and no effort on the

part of the teacher can be successful without their

hearty co-operation. We may look in vain for im-

provement in the youth who does not receive the

sympathy and encouragement of the home circle—
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those " words of wisdom fitly spoken which are like

apples of gold in pictures of silver." Especially the

influence of mothers should not be neglected or for-

gotten, for on them more than any other depends the

well-doing and happiness, or the error and grief, not

only of childhood alone, but of the far more danger-

ous period of youth. Many men whose names are

written in letters of living light have owed their suc-

cess in life to this influence.

The Spartan matron taught the world the troth,

" That martial spirits must be made in youth
;

Hence, when her sons marched to the tented field ;

Bring back or be borne back upon your shield,

Was the last farewell, the soul nerve-steeling speech,

That last of all their cars were wont to reach.

Our country owed to her our Washington,

Who bore, and bred, and martialed such a son."

ABSENTEEISM AND TARDINESS.

Parents are apt to feel that when they have pro-

vided splendid school-houses— cool in summer and

warm in winter— good teachers, a good committee,

to look after the interests of the school, and voted to

tax themselves liberally for books and wages of teach-

ers, sent their children to school such a part of the

time as is perfectly convenient, that they have per-

formed their whole duty. We say that when they

have done all this, and more, their duty has just com-

menced. A parent who stops here is as injudicious

as he who gives his child of tender years a sum of

money and directs him therewith to educate himself.

Childhood knows not how to value rightly the good

before it, and is slow to learn either the value of time



or money. Children should be daily led and taught

to drink deeply and to love to linger around the foun-

tains of learning.

We talk of forty weeks' schooling in Saugus : why,

when tardiness and absenteeism is properly consid-

ered, and their influence truly estimated, we have

never had more than twenty-five or thirty weeks' as

an average for all.

Eighty to eighty-five scholars in town, on an aver-

age, have been absent from school during the last

three years. If we expend twenty-five hundred dol-

lars, more or less, for schools, why not have our

money's worth in this as in everything else. But mis-

spent money and time are trifles compared to other

evils. If our children are not found in our excellent

schools, they are apt to be found at rival institutions

where habits of idleness and vice are taught with too

much success.

THE ROLL OF HONOR,

SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT FOR THE YEAR.

WARD ONE— Miss Muneoe.

Clara A. Armor, S. Helen Wilson,*
Annette S. Dager,* Lilla F. Wilson,*
Luella F. Richardson, Jennie Kidder,*

Angie M. Richardson,* Rebecca T. Hawkes.*

WARD TWO— Miss Prescott.

Carrie Wilson, Evelyn Walton.*
Sarah Davis,* Robert Thomas,*
Annie Newhall.*
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Miss Trow.

Ella E. Wilson, Annie Parker,*

Willie II. Thomas, Carrie Parker,*

Barbara H. Bruce,* Charles McCotten.*

Miss Parker.

Louisa Greenleaf, Eugene S. Boardman,*
Charles E. Wyman, Margaret Wightmau,*
E. Chester Parker, Emma Stocker.*

Ralph S. Whitehead,*

WARD THREE— Miss Danforth.

Maria S. Raddin,* Alvan L. Trull.*

Arthur W. Sweetser,*

WARD FOUR— Miss Lane.

Harmon Hall, Charles L. Smith.

*

Amos Stocker,

Miss Mansfield.

Susie M. Hall, Wallace Rhodes,

Flora C. Waldron, Edwin Rhodes,

Maria C. Fisk, Albert Rhodes,

Helen A. Fisk, Levi Florence.

WARD FIVE— Mrs. Boardman.

Charles Bosworth, Solon Edmauds,*
Annie Rhodes, Eugene Rowe,*
James B. Boardman, Walter Mansfield,*

WinslowB. Boardman.

* Absent on account of sickness.
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CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.

WARD ONE— NORTH SAUGUS.
MIXED SCHOOL.

Frances Munroe, Teacher.

This school, by the faithful and thorough labors of

Miss Munroe, has become one of the best schools in

our town. In point of discipline and good order it

is second to none. The teacher has done all the Com-
mittee could hope or expect, and the scholars have

succeeded nobly in their studies

WARD TWO— SAUGUS CENTRE.
GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

Clara E. Prescott, Teacher.

This school was taught by Miss Fairbanks through

the spring term, after which Miss Prescott took charge

of it through the fall and winter terms. During the

year some of the best scholars left the school, some

moving out of town, others to attend private schools.

Notwithstanding all this (and even the panic just at

the close of the school) the examination passed off

finely, though the numbers of the school dwindled

from forty to about twenty scholars. The teacher,

not being discouraged, displayed great generalship in

rallying her scattered forces, and for three hours, with

about twenty-three scholars, succeeded in holding the

attention of the parents and visitors.
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL.

Mary E. Trow, Teacher.

This is one of the prettiest schools in town, the

scholars all being so near of an age and size. Com-
ing from the Primary school, instructed in the first

principles, they are prepared to enter more fully those

studies which fit them for the Grammar school. Miss

Trow seems just fitted for this school, as a cord of

love seems to bind the hearts of the scholars to the

teacher and teacher to the scholars. At the examina-

tion the exercises were excellent and singing very

fine.

PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Esther A. Parker, Teacher.

This school is the largest in town, and the teacher

has taken great pains with it and has been very faith-

ful in the discharge of her duties. To take young

children when they first enter school and keep them

comfortable while in school, and instruct them in the

first principles of education, requires no little pa-

tience and love for the work. Great credit is due

Miss Parker for the success which has attended her

labors in this school.

WARD THREE— CLIFTONDALE.
GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

Rebecca Richardson, Teacher for spring and sum-

mer term, succeeded by Mary Danforth for the win-

ter term.

This school is not large, but in most of its studies

the scholars appear very well. It suffered some-

what from change of teachers. Miss Richardson,



13

being experienced, has taught with great success, and

your Committee were sorry to lose her as a teacher

from our town ; but her place was very well filled in

the person of Miss Danforth, who, though somewhat

inexperienced in teaching, gave evidence of a fine in-

tellect and thorough education, who needs practice

only to make her one of the most successful teachers.

PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Helen M. Newhall, Teacher.

This school though small in number, comparative-

ly, is a very interesting school, and passed a pleasing

examination and gave credit to the teacher and

scholars.— this being the first effort of Miss Xewhall

in teaching. The Committee arc pleased with the

success which has attended her labors and glad that

we are reaping some of the benefits of our schools, by

seeing graduates become qualified to successfully

teach.

WARD FOUR— EAST SAUGUS.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

Sophronia Lane, Teacher.

This school has made marked improvement, the

past year, and showed, at the close, what a grammar

school, composed of large boys and girls, can be made

to do by a prompt and energetic teacher. Miss Lane

has evidently done as much for this school as any

teacher we have had for many years. This was seen

from the good behavior, from the commencement, and

by the promptness with which they recited, and thor-

oughness in all their lessons.
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Order is Heaven's first law. Without order and

obedience in a school, we look in vain for success.

The examination was good, and all the exercises

pleasing " Not how far, but how well," is one of the

mottoes of this school, and your Committee think that

the teacher has been faithful to the motto.

PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Eliza A. Mansfield, Teacher.

This school is not excelled by any Primary school

we have ever seen. The fact that Miss Mansfield has

been retained as teacher nearly sixteen years is all

that need be said. Nearly all the youth in East Sau-

gus village, between the ages of five and twenty

years, have received their first school instruction from

her, and if " practice makes perfect," then your Com-

mittee think, that perfection has been nearly reached

in this school.

WARD EIVE— OAKLANDVALE.
Mrs. Sewall Boardman, Teacher.

Mrs. Boardman is one of our best teachers, and the

school has prospered and advanced in its studies.

There has been an increase in number since the

opening of the school. Mrs. B. is one of those

teachers that scholars look to for council and in-

struction. The school is doing well, and we hope

it will long remain under her care. The examin-

ation was good in every respect.

For the Committee,

A. B. DAVIS, Chairman.

J. S. Oliver, Secretary.
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