
SENATE No. 2

Executive Department, Jan. 5, 1921.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representat ,
In accordance with the provisions of section 152, chapter

127, of the General Laws, I transmit herewith a list of the
pardons granted by me, with the advice and consent of the
Council, during the year 1920.

Of the nine pardons granted six were in the State Prison,
two in Houses of Correction, and one was pardoned who was
not confined but had succeeded in re-establishing himself in
the community where he lived.

CALVIN COOLIDGE.

Cljc Commcmtocalt!) of Massachusetts.
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Pardons granted in 1920.

No. 1. James G. Hourihan. Convicted of assault with
intent to rob, Superior Court, Suffolk County, and sen-
tenced January 30, 1919, to from two and a half to four
years in the State Prison. Pardoned January 14, on parole
conditions. Hourihan was convicted of attempting, with two
others, to hold up a Polish citizen of South Boston in Decem-
ber, 1918. About this time there were numerous similar
offences committed by returning service men, and the court,
in order to put a stop to them, imposed some sentences
which were more severe than would ordinarily be the case.
One of Hourihan’s companions was a service man, and the
court gave them both a severe sentence. It was felt that,
considering the severity of the sentence, the ends of justice
would be met if Hourihan were released at this time, and
the district attorney’s office concurred in this view. A par-
don was granted him on parole conditions on this ground,
and not on the ground of innocence as was requested by the
petitioners.

No. 2. Dann L. Wood. Convicted of larceny, Middlesex
Eastern District Court, October 27, 1903, and sentenced to
pay a fine of ten dollars. Pardoned May 19th. The offence
was so small that no objection was made to granting him a
pardon in order to clear his record, inasmuch as he is now
located in another state and has proved himself to be a good
citizen.

No. 3. Selvio Melchiorre. Convicted of manslaughter,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, and sentenced April 10,
1918, to five to eight years in State Prison. Pardoned Sep-
tember 8, on parole conditions. Melchiorre and Merolia, the
victim, were interested in the same woman. Melchiorre be-
came engaged to her and when Morelia was released from
prison later he tried to persuade the woman to drop Mel-
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.gainst Melchiorre’s life. Tire
he left New York and came

alia, who had a bad criminal
iston had an altercation with

chiorre, finally making threats £

woman warned Melchiorre and
to Boston on her advice. Mer
record, followed him and in Be
him. Melchiorre claimed he was in danger of his life and
shot Merolia and killed him. It was believed by a majority
of the Advisory Board of Pardons and others that the vic-
tim was the aggressor and that Melchiorre had suffered
enough for the crime which he committed.

No. 4. Robert E. J. Brooke. Convicted of uttering a
forged instrument, Superior Court, Worcester County, and
sentenced February 14, 1918, to a term of two and a half
to four years in the Worcester House of Correction. Par-
doned September 8, on parole conditions. The district at-
torney and the Advisory Board of Pardons recommended
his release at this time. Brooke passed a check of about
$26 drawn in favor of a firm which did not exist. He had
previously been sentenced in Montana for a similar offence
and was on parole when this incident occurred. He had been
a very useful prisoner and was in extremely poor physical
condition, being confined in bed most of the time. It was
believed that he had changed his attitude and would here-
after become a useful citizen

No. 5. James P. Leyden
the New Bedford House of (

sentence of thirty days for

Convicted of escaping from
rrection where he was under

irunkenness. Sentenced June
10, 1918, to from three to five years in State Prison. Par-
doned September 29th. Pardon was asked at this time be-
cause Leyden was reported by Dr. Gallivan to be in an ad-
vanced stage of tuberculosis, and in a dying condition. The
Board of Pardons recommended that he be pardoned upon
such conditions as the Commissioner of Corrections might
impose, so that he could be permitted to die at home among
pleasanter surrounding

e. Convicted of carnal abuse
mrt, Suffolk County, and sen-

Xo. G. Sabatino Sargen

of a female child, Superior C
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tenced February 12, 1919, to five to six years in the State
Prison. Pardoned November 24th, on parole conditions.
Sargente conducted a tinsmith shop which was frequented
by the girl in question. The girl gave birth to a child and
claimed Sargente as the father. Sargente pleaded guilty
through an interpreter but claims he said in Italian Not
guilty,” and that his attorney plead guilty for him. He has
always maintained his innocence of the act. The girl was so
bad that her parents refused to have anything further to do
with her. Sargente is sixty-four years old, and it was felt
that under all the circumstances the ends of justice would
be met by releasing him at this time.

No. 7. Edward C. Barney. Convicted of the crime of
larceny, Superior Court, Norfolk County, and sentenced
April 30, 1919, to two and a half years in the House of Cor-
rection at Dedham. Pardoned December 22, on parole con-
ditions, on recommendation of the Board of Pardons, the
District Attorney, and the Chairman of the Board of Select-
men of Plainville. Barney was agent for an express company
at Plainville and also conducted a private coal business. He
used about $6,000 of express company money to help him
in his private business. Barney’s physician testified that
when the larcenies began he was attending Mrs. Barney for
a very serious illness and that Barney was under unusual
strain and expense. There was no opposition to releasing
him at this time for Christmas, inasmuch as he would have
been eligible for release by the county commissioners in a
few weeks.

No. 8. Joseph Rowe. Convicted of adultery, Superior
Court, Hampshire County, and sentenced June 10, 1919,
to serve a term of two and one half to three years in the
State Prison. Pardoned December 29th, on parole condi-
tions, upon the recommendation of the Advisory Board of
Pardons. The District Attorney was agreeable to the par-
don and one or two persons offered to employ him at once
if released.
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No. 9. Albert L. Faff. Convicted of larceny of auto-
mobiles, Superior Court, Suffolk County, and sentenced
August 7, 1919, to two and one half to five years in the
State Prison. Pardoned January 5, 1921, on parole con-
ditions, on the recommendation of the Attorney General, the
Assistant District Attorney and the Advisory Board of Par-
dons, who believed that the ends of justice had been satis-
fied, particularly in view of the fact that Paff had rendered
valuable assistance to the government in rounding up othei
automobile thieves. Paff had previously borne a good repu-
tation.
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