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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One

AN ACT
To provide Indemnity to Persons Erroneously Con-

victed of Felonies in the State of Massachusetts.
Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person, who, having been
2 convicted of any crime against the state of Massa-
-3 chusetts amounting to a felony, and having been
4 imprisoned therefor in a state prison of this state
5 shall hereafter, on a retrial of the case, or on
6 reversal on appeal to the final judgment of con-
-7 viction, be acquitted or discharged for the reason
8 that the crime with which he was charged was
9 either not committed at all, or, if committed, was

10 not committed by him, or who shall hereafter be

11 granted a pardon by the governor of this state fo
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12 either of the foregoing reasons, shall have served
13 the term for which he was imprisoned, may,
14 under the conditions hereinafter provided, pre-
-15 sent a claim against the state to the state board
16 of control for the pecuniary injury sustained by
17 him through such erroneous conviction and im-
-18 prisonment.

1 Section 2. Such claim accompanied by a
2 statement of the* facts constituting the claim,
3 verified in the manner provided for the verifica-
-4 tion of complaints in civil actions, must bepre-
-5 sented by the claimant to the board of control
6 within a period of six months after judgment of
7 acquittal or discharge is given, or after pardon
8 granted, or after release from imprisonment,
9 and at least four months prior to the next meeting

10 of the legislature of this state; and no claim not
11 so presented shall be considered by the board of
12 control.

1 Section 3. Upon presentation of such claim,
2 the board of control shall fix a time and place for
3 the hearing of the claim, and shall mail notice
4 thereof to the claimant and to the attorney-gen-
-5 eral of this state at least fifteen days prior to the
G time fixed for such hearing.

1 Section 4. On such hearing the claimant
2 shall introduce evidence in support of the claim,
3 and the attorney-general may introduce evidence
4 in opposition thereto. The claimant must prove
5 the facts set forth in the statement constituting
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6 the claim, including the fact that the crime with
7 which he was charged was either not committed
8 at all, or, if committed was not committed by
9 him, the fact that he did not, by act or omission

10 on his part, either intentionally or negligently,
11 contribute to the bringing about of his arrest or
12 conviction for the crime with which he was
13 charged, and the pecuniary injury sustained by
14 him through his erroneous conviction and im-
-15 prisonment.

1 Section 5. If the board of control shall be
2 satisfied from the evidence that the crime with
3 which the claimant was charged was either not
4 committed at all, or, if committed, was not com-
-5 mitted by the claimant, and that the claimant
6 did not by any act or omission either intentionally
7 or negligently, contribute to the bringing about
8 of his arrest or conviction and that the claimant
9 has suffered pecuniary injury through erroneous

10 conviction and imprisonment, it shall, with the
11 sanction of the governor of this state, report the
12 facts of the case with and its conclusions to the
13 next legislature of this state, with a recommenda-
-14 tion that an appropriation be made by the legis-
-15 lature for the purpose of indemnifying the claim-
-16 ant for such pecuniary injury; but the amount
17 shall not exceed in any case, the sum of five
18 thousand dollars.

1 Section 6. The board of control shall make
2 its report and recommendation and shall give to
3 the treasurer of this state a statement showing its
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recommendations for appropriations under the
provision of this act, as provided by the law in
cases of other claimants against this state, for
which no appropriations have been made.

Section 7. The board of control is hereby
authorized to make all needful rules and regu-
lations consistent with the law for the purpose of
carrying into effect the provisions of this act.


