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Chap. 291 An Act authorizing the selectmen of the town of
WAKEFIELD TO ACT AS A BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS EXERCIS-
ING THE POWERS OF CERTAIN OTHER TOWN BOARDS AND
OFFICERS, AND AUTHORIZING THE ELECTION OF SELECT-
MEN FOR THREE YEAR TERMS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The board of selectmen of the town of

Wakefield, as constituted from time to time, from and alter

the annual town election in the year nineteen hundred and
thirty-six, in addition to any powers and duties vested in it

immediately prior to said election, shall have and exercise,

under the designation of selectmen, all the powers and duties

vested immediately prior to said election and from time to

time by general or special law or by town by-law in the
following boards and officers in said town, to wit:— water
and sewerage board, municipal light board, park and
cemetery board, superintendent of the highway department,
and the superintendent of the moth department, and all the
powers and duties so vested in the board of health which
relate to the care of dumps and the collection of garbage;
and such boards and offices, other than the board of health,

shall thereupon be abolished. No contracts or liabihties

then in force shall be affected by such abolition, but the
selectmen shall in all respects be the lawful successor of the
boards and offices so abolished.

Section 2. In nineteen hundred and thirty-six, as

soon as practicable after the effective date of this act and
thereafter annually in March, the selectmen shall appoint
for a term of one year from April first in the year of appoint-
ment, and fix the compensation of, a director of public

works, who shall administer, under the supervision and
direction of the selectmen, as departments of the town, the
boards and offices of the town in as far as their powers and
duties are transferred to the selectmen under section one.

The selectmen shall also appoint a superintendent of streets

and a manager of the municipal light department, and may,
if they deem it necessary, appoint a superintendent of any
other such department, all of such superintendents and said

manager to act under said director of public works. Said
director shall be responsible to the selectmen for the efficient

administration of all departments within the scope of his

duty. He shall be specially fitted by education, training

and experience to perform the duties of said office, shall be
appointed without regard to his political belief, and when
appointed, need not be a resident of the town or of the

commonwealth. During his tenure he shall hold no^ elec-

tive or other appointive office, nor shall he be engaged
directly or indirectly in any other business or occupation.

The selectmen by a majority vote may at any time remove
him for cause, after a hearing or an opportunity therefor;

provided, that a written statement setting forth specific
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reasons for such removal is filed with the town clerk and a
copy thereof delivered to or sent by registered mail to said

director. Such action of the selectmen shall be final.

Section 3. The director of pubHc works shall be the
administrative head of all the departments placed in his

charge as aforesaid. His powers and duties, in addition
to those otherwise conferred or imposed upon him, shall

include the following :
—

(a) To organize, continue or discontinue, from time to

time, such departments or subdivisions thereof, not incon-
sistent with the provisions of this act, as the selectmen may
by vote determine.

(6) To appoint, upon merit and fitness alone, all officers

and employees in said departments, other than the superin-

tendents thereof and said manager of the municipal light

department; subject to the limitations hereinafter con-
tained, to remove all superintendents of said departments,
said manager, and all subordinate officers and employees
in said departments; and to fix the salaries and wages of all

subordinates and employees therein. Neither a superin-
tendent of a department nor said manager shall be removed
by the director of public works unless at least five days
prior to such removal a written statement setting forth

specific reasons for such removal is delivered, or sent by
registered mail, to him; nor unless a majority of the select-

men assent, or agree, in writing thereto.

(c) To attend all regular meetings of the selectmen when
requested by them so to do, and to recommend to the select-

men for adoption such measures requiring action by them
or by the town as he may deem necessary or expedient.
• (d) To keep full and complete records of his office, and
to ^render to the selectmen, as often as may be required

by them, a full report of all operations under his control

during the period reported on; and annually, or oftener if

required by the selectmen, to make for publication a synop-
sis of all his reports.

(e) To keep the selectmen fully advised as to the needs
of the town within the scope of his duties, and to furnish

the selectmen and the finance committee, on or before

December thirty-first of each year, a detailed list of the
appropriations required during the next ensuing fiscal year
for the proper conduct of all departments of the town under
his control.

Section 4. At the annual town election in the year
nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, two selectmen shall be
elected for a term of three years, two for two years and one
for one year and, as their respective terms expire, their

successors shall be elected for terms of three years.

Section 5. This act shall be submitted to the regis-

tered voters of the town of Wakefield for acceptance at its

annual town election in the year nineteen hundred and
thirty-six, in the form of the following question, which shall

be placed on the ofl&cial ballot used in the election of town
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officers at said election: "Shall an act passed by the general
court in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-five, authoriz-
ing the selectmen of the town of Wakefield to act as a board
of public works exercising the powers of the water and
sewerage board, municipal light board, park and cemetery
board, superintendent of the highway department and
superintendent of the moth department, and the powers
of the board of health which relate to the care of dumps
and the collection of garbage, and authorizing the election
of selectmen for three year terms, be accepted?"

If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question
are in the affirmative, this act shall take full effect forth-
with; but not otherwise. Approved May 24, 1935.

Chap. 2^2 An Act authorizing the town of athol to establish a
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS EXERCISING THE POWERS OF CER-
TAIN OTHER BOARDS, DEPARTMENTS AND TOWN OFFICERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. There shall be established in the town of

Athol an unpaid board of public works, hereinafter called

the board, to consist of seven members, four of whom shall

be elected annually to serve for one year from the date of

the annual town meeting at which they are elected, and the
other three shall be the members of the board of select-

men then in office, ex-officiis. Each elective member shall

serve until his successor is qualified. The members of the
board shall, forthwith after each annual town election, elect

one of their members to act as chairman for the ensuing year.
In case of a vacancy among the elective members of the
board, the remaining members, if they constitute a quorum,
may fill such vacancy until the next annual town meeting.
Section 2. Upon the quaHfication of the initial mem-

bers of the board, the board shall have all the powers, rights

and duties now or from time to time vested by general or
special law in the following boards, departments and officers

in said town, to wit :
— surveyor of highways, water com-

missioners, sewer commissioners, park commission, tree

warden, moth department and cemetery department, and
such boards, departments and offices shall thereupon be
abolished during such time as this act is in effect as to them,
respectively. No contracts or liabilities in force on the
date when this act becomes fully effective shall be affected

by such abolition, but the board shall in all respects be the
lawful successor of the boards, departments and offices

so abolished.

Section 3. The board shall appoint and fix the com-
pensation of a superintendent of public works, who shall

exercise and perform, under its supervision and direction,

such of the powers, rights and duties transferred to it under
section two as it may from time to time designate. He
shall be responsible for the efficient exercise and perform-
ance of^such powers, rights and duties and shall hold office


