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Senate, April 28, 1921.

The committee on Public Health, to which was referred s
much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relati
to preventive measures, reports (in part) the accompanyir
bill (Senate, No. 413).

For the committee,

GARDNER W. PEARSON.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts.
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Cl)c Commontoealtft of fpassaclnisetts.

AN ACT
To provide Assistance and Relief to Neglected,
Dangerous or Uncontrolled Feeble-minded Persons.

1 Section 1. If an alleged feeble-minded person
2 is found, upon examination by a physician quali-
-3 tied as provided by section fifty-three of chapter
4 123, General Laws, to be a proper subject for
5 commitment, the judge of probate for the county
6 in which the feeble-minded person resides or is
7 found may upon application commit him to a
8 state school for the feeble-minded, under the pro-
-9 visions of section sixty-six, chapter 123, General

10 Laws; to an institution for defective delinquents,
11 under section one hundred and thirteen, chapter

12 123, General Laws, or to the custody or super-
-13 vision of the department of mental diseases. If
14 he is committed to the care and custody of the
15 department of mental diseases, the commissioner
16 shall thereafter have power, whenever advisable,

17 to place him in an appropriate institution. If at
18 any time after study and observation in such in-
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19 stitution, the superintendent is of the opinion that
20 a person so committed is not defective, or that
21 his further residence therein is not required for his
22 own or the public welfare, he shall so report to the
23 commissioner of mental diseases, and the commis-
24 sioner may thereupon discharge such person from
25 the further care and custody of the department:
26 provided, that any parent, guardian, relative or
27 friend of a person committed, as aforesaid, to the
28 care and custody of the department of mental
29 diseases may at any time file a petition for a
30 hearing in the probate court of the county in
31 which such person resided or was found when
32 first committed to the care and custody of said
33 department, to establish that further custody b"y

34 the department is not required for the welfare of
35 such person or the public; and upon payment of
36 the necessary travelling expenses, by said peti-
37 tioner, from the place or institution to which
38 said person is committed to the place of hearing,
39 and giving security for the payment of necessary
40 expenses for a return to such institution, if a re-
41 turn shall be ordered, the said probate court shall
42 by order require the attendance of such person
43 upon said hearing. Upon filing with the said
44 department a certified copy of said order, it shall
45 be the duty of said commissioner to authorize

46 and direct the attendance of such person at such
47 hearing in compliance with the terms of said
48 order. Notice of such hearing and proceedings
49 thereupon shall be such as are prescribed by the
50 iudge
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1 Section 2. If, upon said hearing, the conten-
-2 tion of the petitioner is sustained, the probate
3 court shall order the immediate discharge of such
4 person and file a copy of such order with the com-
-5 missioner of mental diseases, and such person
G shall thereupon be discharged accordingly. If
7 such contention is not sustained, such person
8 shall be remanded to the care and custody of
9 said department: provided, however, that the pro-

10 bate court may, in lieu of such immediate dis-
-11 charge or remand, permit such person to remain
12 in the custody of a relative or friend who shall
13 give security, to be approved by the court, for
14 the safe care and custody of such person for his
15 appearance in court whenever required, until
16 discharged or remanded as herein provided.


