
SENATE . . . . No. 434

*

Mav 12, 1921.

To the Senate and H. Rep)

Diligent inquiry into conditions in State and County in-
ititutions in this Commonwealth has convinced the Joint

Special Committee on County Government of the absolute
necessity of a more thorough and systematic investigation
than the Committee has been able to conduct in the limited
time allotted while the Legislature is in session.

The task assigned the Committee was of such magnitude

and importance that it has been a physical impossibility to
complete the work during the session of the Legislature on
account of regular Legislative work which had to be per-
formed.

The more the Committee investigated conditions prevailing
in the institutions, the more the members realized the neces-
sity of giving undivided attention to such important work.

Absence of uniformity in the management of the institu-
tions visited, high cost of maintenance and the lack of co-
operation in some instances in providing for the welfare of
those confined, impressed the Committee of the necessity of
some change in the present system.

The Committee visited the following institutions: State
Prison at Charlestown, Prison for Women at Sherborn,
State Farm at Bridgewater, and Prison Camp at West
Rutland in the Department of Correction; Westfield, Rut-
land and Lakeville Sanatoria in the Department of Health
group; Lyman School for Boys at Westborough in the De-
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partment of Public Welfare group; Norfolk County Jail and
House of Correction at Dedham, Essex County Jail and
House of Correction at Salem, Jail at Ipswich and Prison
Camp at Middleton, Worcester County Jail and House of
of Correction at Worcester, Hampden County Jail and
House of Correction at Springfield, Hampshire County Jail
and House of Correction at Northampton, Franklin County
Jail and House of Correction at Greenfield, Berkshire County
Jail and House of Correction at Pittsfield, Suffolk County
Jail at Boston, Middlesex County Jail and House of Correc-
tion at East Cambridge, Plymouth County Jail and House of
Correction at Plymouth, Barnstable County Jail and House
of Correction at Barnstable, Bristol County Jail and House of
Correction at New Bedford; Worcester County Training
School at Oakdale, Hampden County Training School at
Agawam; Hampshire County Tubercular Sanatorium at
Leeds, Norfolk County Tubercular Sanatorium at Braintree
Highlands, Plymouth County Tubercular Sanatorium at
Hanson, and Barnstable County Infirmary at Pocasset.

Public hearings were held by the Committee at the
Worcester City Hall, Saturday, February 5; Springfield
City Auditorium, Saturday, February 12, and at the State
House, Friday, February 25; Friday, March 11; Friday,
March 18; Friday, March 25; Tuesday, March 29, and
Wednesday, April 27. The Committee also held several
sessions at the State House.

The Committee, as a whole, is willing and desirous of con-
tinuing the investigation and completing the work assigned
to it, but that the public interest may best be served it is
believed that the completion of this investigation should be
given into the hands of a special commission composed of
some of the present members of this Committee and of those
most directly interested in bringing about a satisfactory
solution of the problems involved. To that end, the com-
mittee recommends that a special commission be appointed
to consist of two members of the Senate designated by the
President, five members of the House of Representatives
designated by the Speaker, two County commissioners, one

sheriff and three others appointed by His Excellency the
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Governor, to continue the investigation of the subject of
county government in the Commonwealth, and the relation
of the counties and their institutions to the Commonwealth
and its institutions, with a view to promoting Increased
economy and efficiency in State and county administration,
and reports (in part) the accompanying resolve.

For the committee,

ALVIN E. BLISS.

[Mr. Cooke, of the Senate, dissents.]
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RESOLVE

Establishing a Special Commission, for the Purpose of Con-
tinuing the Investigation of County Government.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission of inquiry
2 be established for the purpose of taking over and com-
3 pleting the work of the joint special committee appointed
4 under an order of the general court to investigate the
5 subject of county government and the relation of the
6 counties and their institutions to the commonwealth and
7 its institutions, with a view to increasing economy and
8 efficiency in state and county administration. Said com-

;enators, to be designated by
and five representatives, to

9 mission shall consist of two
10 the president of the senate,
11 be designated by the speake
12 tives, in each case from the
13 special committee, and one
14 missioners to be designated

t of the house of representa-
membership of the said joint
sheriff and two county com-
by the governor, and three

15 other persons to be appointed by the governor. The com-
-16 mission shall elect its own chairman. It may hold public

and require the attendance
and the production of books
purpose of employing such
and for other necessary pur-
sums as the governor and
commission shall report its

17 hearings, administer oaths,
18 and testimony of witnesses
19 and documents. For the
20 clerical and other assistance,
21 poses, it may expend such
22 council may approve. The
23 recommendations to the next session of the general court
24 not later than the second Wednesday in January, with
25 drafts of such proposed legislation as may be necessary to
26 carrv the same into effect.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.


