
SENATE No. 436

Senate, May 12, 1921.

The committee on Highwa
was referred the petition (\

Xo. 103) of John H. Wheele

•s and Motor Vehicles, to whom
ith accompanying bill, Senate,

and others that the county of
Essex be authorized and directed to build and maintain a
new bridge between Plum Island and the main land at New-
bury; and the petition (with accompanying bill, blouse, Xo.
1214) of E. Mark Sullivan relative to the construction of a
new bridge across Plum Island river from Plum island to
the town of Newbury, report the accompanying bill (Senate,
Xo. 436).

For the committ

CARL ('. EMERA

€bc Commontoealth of Massachusetts,
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AN ACT
To provide for the Reconstruction of the Bridge

Between Plum Island and the Town of Newbury.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of the
2 county of Essex, subject to all general laws ap-
-3 plicable thereto, and to the approval of the appro-
-4 priate federal authority, are hereby authorized to
5 take over and reconstruct the bridge over the
6 Plum Island river, so-called, in the town of New-
-7 bury in said county, formerly the property of the
8 Plum Island Turnpike and Bridge Corporation
9 and laid out as a public highway by said county

10 under authority of chapter four hundred and four
11 of the acts of nineteen hundred and five, as
12 amended by chapter one hundred and seventy-
-13 two of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
14 fifteen. The commissioners may likewise recon-
-15 struct the approaches to said bridge in such man-
-16 ner as they may deem advisable, and may acquire
17 by purchase or eminent domain proceedings under
18 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, such
19 land as may be required therefor.

STfje Commonluealti) of 90assacJ)usetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-One.
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1 Section 2. The cost and expenses incurred
2 under this act shall not exceed the sum of ninety-
-3 five thousand dollars and shall be paid, in the
4 first instance, by the county of Essex. The said
5 commissioners may borrow by a temporary loan
6 or loans on the credit of the county such sums,
7 not exceeding the said amount, as may from time
8 to time be required to meet the costs and expenses
9 aforesaid, and may renew the same for such

10 periods as may be necessary. All amounts so
11 borrowed shall be deposited in the treasury of
12 the county, and the treasurer shall pay out the
13 same as ordered by the county commissioners,
14 and shall keep a separate and accurate account
15 of all moneys borrowed and expended under the
16 provisions of this act, including interest. Upon
17 the completion of the bridge, the county commis-
-18 sioners shall file in the office of the clerk of courts
19 for the county a detailed statement, certified
20 under their hands, of the actual cost of its con-
-21 struction and they shall give notice to the city
22 of Newburyport and the town of Newbury and
23 shall assess upon the city of Newburyport thirty
24 per cent and upon the town of Newbury twenty
25 per cent of the total cost thereof, and shall collect
26 from persons or corporations, as provided in sec-
-27 tion six, five per cent thereof. Any sum assessed
28 upon said city or town, or to be collected from

29 persons or corporations as provided in section six,
30 shall be paid into the treasury of the county
31 within sixty days after notice by the county com-

-32 missioners that the foregoing provisions have
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33 been complied with; and if the city or town re-
-34 fuses or neglects to pay the amount assessed, the
35 commissioners shall, after due notice, issue a war-
-36 rant against the city or town for its proportion,
37 with interest and the cost of the notice and war-
-38 rant, and the same shall be collected and paid into
39 the treasury of the county, to be applied in pay-
-40 ment of the expenses aforesaid.

1 Section 3. For the purpose of paying the
2 forty-five per cent of the said total cost which is
3 to be borne by the county of Essex, the county
4 treasurer, with the approval of the county com-
-5 missioners, may borrow from time to time such
6 sums as may be necessary, not exceeding in the
7 aggregate forty-two thousand seven hundred and
8 fifty dollars, and may issue bonds or notes of the
9 countv therefor, which shall bear on their face

10 the words: County of Essex, Plum Island
11 River Bridge Loan, Act of 1921, and shall be
12 payable by such annual payments, beginning not
13 more than one year after the date thereof, as will
14 extinguish each loan within twenty years from
15 its date, and the amount of such annual payments
16 in any year shall not be less than the amount of
17 the principal of the loan payable in any subse-

-18 querit year. Each authorized issue shall con-
-19 stitute a separate loan. The city of Newbury-
-20 port for the purpose of paying its part of the cost
21 of said bridge, less the sum of any contributions
22 by private persons or corporations, may borrow
23 from time to time such sums as may be necessary,
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24 not exceeding in the aggregate twenty-eight
25 thousand five hundred dollars, and may issue
26 bonds or notes therefor which shall bear on their
27 face the words, City of Newburyport, Plum
28 Island River Bridge Loan, Act of 1921. Each
29 authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan
30 and shall be payable within twenty years from
31 its date. The town of Newbury, for the purpose
32 of paying its part of the cost of said bridge, less
33 the sum of any contributions by private persons
34 or corporations, may borrow from time to time
35 such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding in
36 the aggregate nineteen thousand dollars, and
37 may issue bonds or notes therefor, which shall
38 bear on their face the words, Town of New-
-39 bury, Plum Island River Bridge Loan, Act of
40 1921. Each authorized issue shall constitute a
41 separate loan and shall be payable within twenty
42 years from its date. Indebtedness incurred by
43 said city and town under this act shall be in
44 excess of the statutory limit, but shall otherwise
45 be subject to chapter forty-four of the General
46 Laws.
47 The said county, city and town may sell tin

or private sale upon such
they may severally deem
than their par value, and
sued by the county shall

48 said securities at public
49 terms and conditions a

50 proper, but not for 1c
51 the proceeds of loans i

temporary loans issued in52 be used only to pay
53 accordance with the provisions of section two or

54 for the construction of said bridge, and the pro-
-55 cecds of the loans issued by said city and town
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56 shall be paid into the county treasury, to be
57 applied to the payment of loans issued by the
58 county in accordance with the provisions of
59 section two.

1 Section 4. When the said bridge and its ap-
-2 proachcs are completed, and all work contcm-
-3 plated by this act has been performed, the care
4 and control of said bridge, draw and approaches
5 shall vest in the said county commissioners, who
6 shall have charge of lighting, managing, main-
-7 taining and keeping in repair the said bridge,
8 draw and approaches, and also the exclusive
9 authority to authorize poles, wires, tracks and

10 other structures to be placed thereon and in such
11 places and manner as the said commissioners may
12 deem proper. The cost of maintaining said
13 bridge and of operating the draw thereon, less
14 any revenue derived under the following section,
15 shall be borne and paid by said county and by
16 the city of Newburyport and the town of New-
-17 bury in such proportions as the said county com-
-18 missioners may, after due notice and a hearing,
19 determine, in accordance with the special bene-
-20 fits derived from said bridge; provided, that not
21 less than forty per cent of the said cost shall be
22 borne by the county of Essex.

1 Section 5. The county commissioners of said
2 county may grant to any street railway company
3 or companies the privilege of running their cars
4 over said bridge, and may also grant privileges
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5 thereon to other public utilities, all upon such
6 terms, conditions and restrictions, and for such
7 compensation as in their judgment public interest
8 and convenience may require. The revenue from
9 all such privileges shall be paid to the county

10 treasurer and expended to meet the cost of main-
-11 taining said bridge and of operating the draw
12 therein as provided in the preceding section.

1 Section 6. The county commissioners shall,
2 before proceeding to construct the bridge as
3 authorized by this act or incurring liabilities
4 on account of said bridge, enter into such agree-
-5 ments or take such guaranties or bonds as they
6 may deem advisable with persons or corporations
7 other than the city and town specified in this act,
8 providing for the reimbursement to the county of
9 five per cent of the total cost of said bridge. A

10 certificate signed and acknowledged by the clerk
11 of the courts of said county that such agreements
12 have been entered into or that such bonds or

13 guaranties have been taken, and recorded in the
14 registry of deeds for the county of Essex, shall be
15 sufficient evidence of the compliance of the county
10 commissioners with the provisions of this sec-
-17 tion. Upon the completion of the bridge, the
18 county commissioners shall give notice to the
19 parties interested in the above named guaranties
20 of the total cost of said bridge and they shall,
21 within thirty days, pay to the county treasurer
22 five per cent of said total cost, and upon payment
23 of said sum the county commissioners shall release
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24 them from further liability and cancel or return
25 any bond or other guaranty deposited with them
2G on account of said agreement. Moneys paid to
27 the county treasurer as a reimbursement for the
28 cost of the bridge shall be applied to the payment
29 of the loan or loans authorized by section two of
30 this act.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by the county commissioners of the
3 county of Essex.


