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Department of Mental Health
IS Ashburton Place, Boston 8, October 31, 19,

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of the General Laws,
chapter 30, section 33, as amended, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of this Department (Public Document No. 117)
is submitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended.

The drafts of legislation have been submitted to the
Counsel of the Senate, as required by law.

Respectfully yours,

PETER B. HAGOPIAN, M.D.

Clic Commontocaltl) of ojassaclnisctts

Assistnn t Commissioner.
Massachusetts Department of Mental Health.
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1. The Alteration in the Price now charged for
the Support of Inmates of State Hospitals.

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends a certain important amendment to section
96, chapter 123 of the General Laws in order that it may
be enabled to cope with the rise in the cost of living which
has risen out of the current post-war conditions. In the
administration of the Massachusetts Department of
Mental Health laws this Department cannot be unmind-
ful of the substantial revenue derived annually by the
Commonwealth from the support of the inmates of state
hospitals.

In the past, the price for the support of inmates of state
hospitals has been periodically changed to meet the then
prevailing cost of living. The price for the support of
the inmates of state hospitals was $6 during the period
1920- when the average per capita cost of all insti-
tutions was $7.34 (1920). The price for the support of
the inmates of state hospitals was $7 during the period
1921- when the average per capita cost of all insti-
tutions was $7.04 (1925). The price for the support of
the inmates of the state hospitals has been $lO since
1925. Since then the average per capita cost of all insti-
tutions has been as follows:
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These figures are given merely to indicate the constant
and progressive increase since 1925 in the average per
capita cost of all institutions of the Massachusetts De-
partment of Mental Health. There has been no legisla-
tion since 1925 to change the price for the support of
inmates of state hospitals.

Section 96, chapter 123 of the General Laws limits the
maximum price to $lO per week for the support of each
inmate of state hospitals, except the Boston Psychopathic-
Hospital, and of insane inmates of the Tewksbury State
Hospital and Infirmary and of the Bridgewater State
Hospital, not under orders of a court.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health re-
spectfully submits the following recommendation: To
provide that the price for the support of inmates of state
hospitals, except the Boston Psychopathic Hospital, and
of insane inmates of the Tewksbury State Hospital and
Infirmary and of the Bridgewater State Hospital, not
under orders of a court, be changed from $lO per week to
$2.50 per day of hospitalization for each person.

2. The Alteration in the Cost of Boarding out of
Mental Patients

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts the Department of Mental Health
recommends a certain important amendment to section
16, chapter 123 of the General Laws in order that it may
be enabled to cope with the rise in the cost of living which
has risen out of the current post-war conditions. In
the administration of the Massachusetts Department of
Mental Health laws this Department cannot be unmindful
of the benefit derived in placing patients on suitable
familv care.

In the past, the cost to the Commonwealth of the board
of such patients supported at public expense was $8 per
week per patient (chapter 505 of the Acts of 1943, tem-
porary legislation). This temporary rate was maintained
as provided by chapter 659 of the Acts of 1945 and chap-
ter 324 of the Acts of 1946. Chapter 429 of the Acts of
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1947 established a permanent rate of $lO per week for
each patient on family care.

Due to the increased cost of living it has been more
and more difficult to place patients in suitable family
care. Our attention has been called repeatedly by those
who maintain family-care homes to the fact that cost of
providing for the patient has increased tremendously since
1947, so that the amount now provided by the Common-
wealth is inadequate.

Medical studies have shown that patients derive great
benefits in the form of rehabilitation when placed in
family-care homes in the community. Because of the
present rate paid by the Commonwealth, we have been
limited and restricted in maintaining and enlarging our
present program.

Section 16, chapter 123 of the General Laws limits the
maximum cost to the Commonwealth for the board of
patients in family care to $lO per week for each patient.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health re-
spectfully submits the following recommendation: To
provide that the cost to the Commonwealth for the board
of patients in family care be changed from $lO per week
for each patient to $2 a day for each patient.

3. Repeal of Sections 48 and 49 of Chapter 123 of

he General Laws relative to Hospital Cot
TAGES FOR CHILDREN

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends the repeal of sections 48 and 49, chapter 123
of the General Laws in order, to remove certain sections
of the statutes which are no longer applicable. In the
administration of the Massachusetts Department of
Mental Health laws this Department cannot be unmindful
of reviewing and revising, from time to time, the statutes
relating to this Department.

The Hospital Cottages for Children in Baldwinsville
were incorporated in, approximately, 1887. Subsequently
we subsidized that enterprise to a substantial amount
each year for the care of mentally deficient and epileptic
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children chosen by the officials of the Cottages, and who
were in need of care in excess of those that we could take
in our institutions. We subsidized those cottages with
$39,000 for the year 1946. At the end of June, 1946, we
had 30 children at Baldwins ville. Gradually these chil-
dren were absorbed into our state institutions, and our
last patient was removed on April 15, 1947. The Cot-
tages closed its doors on December 20, 1945, according to
official notification received by this Department.

It is understood that at the present time the facilities
of the Cottages are being used for the care of displaced
persons.

The Department has had no official relationship with
the Hospital Cottages for Children at Baldwinsville since
the removal of our last patient on April 15, 1947, and the
Department does not expect to re-establish its former
relationship with the Hospital Cottages for Children.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health re-
spectfully recommends that sections 48 and 49 of chap-
ter 123 of the General Laws be repealed.

NOW PAID FOR THE EXAM-
INATION of a Prisoner

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends a certain amendment to section 102, chap-
ter 123 of the General Laws in order that it may be
enabled to bring uniformity in the fees now being paid
■for the medical examinations which are made in the in-
terest of the people of the Commonwealth. In the ad-
ministration of the Massachusetts Department of Mental
Health laws this Department cannot be unmindful of
reviewing and revising, from time to time, the statutes
relative to this Department.

According to section 73, chapter 123 of the General
Laws, the fee for each physician making an authorized
mental examination and for making a written report
thereon to the court, or for making a medical certificate,
shall be $7, and 20 cents for each mile traveled one way.

According to section 102, chapter 123 of the General

4. Alteration in the Fe
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Laws, the fee for examination of insane prisoners, if the
physician is not a salaried officer of the Department, is
$5 for each examination and 20 cents for each mile traveled
one way, which shall be paid from the annual appropria-
tion of the institution in which the prisoner is examined.

The type of examination required under these two sec-
tions is approximately the same in all res’pects. How-
ever, the rate of compensation is $7 in one case and 15
in the other.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health re-
spectfully submits the following recommendation; To
provide that the fee now paid for the examination of a
prisoner be changed from $5 for each examination to $7
for each examination.
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