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Department of Public Health
State House, Boston, October 29, 1950.

To the General Court of Massachusetts
In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of

chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recommen-
dations for legislation to be contained in the annual re-
report of this Department is submitted herewith, to-
gether with drafts of bills embodying the legislation rec-
ommended. These drafts have been submitted to the
Counsel for the Senate or for the House, as required by
law.

VLADO A. GETTING, M.D.

Cl)e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

Commissioner of Public Health
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1. An Act extending the Authority of the De-
partment of Public Health to regulate Meth-
ods of Handling and Disposing of Radioactive
Materials and Use of Apparatus emitting

lonizing Radiation.
In September, 1949, the Department of Public Health,

at the suggestion of the Atomic Energy Commission, be-
came the responsible state agency relative to the use of
radioactive materials in the Commonwealth. This ac-
tivity was assigned to the Division of Sanitary Engineer-
ing in view of the fact that it was concerned with the
proper disposal of radioactive wastes.

A survey was made of the users of radioisotopes and
other radioactive materials, and as a result of the survey
it became apparent that with the anticipated increase in
the number of users of radioactive materials it would be
necessary to establish rules and regulations to protect the
public health and safety of the inhabitants in the Com-
monwealth. A review of the existing legislation did not
indicate that there were any provisions for the Depart-
ment to establish rules and regulations that would pro-
tect the general public against all phases of the handling
and disposing of radioactive materials, as well as the use
of apparatus emitting ionizing radiation.

The use of radioactive materials is such a new develop-
ment that many of the standards of safety are in the
formulative stages; therefore it was decided that the
Department of Public Health should be empowered to
establish rules and regulations from time to time based
upon the best scientific information available for the pro-
tection of the public health.

Obviously, there is great danger to individuals, not
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only directly associated with handling and use of radio-
active materials or apparatus, but there is a great hazard
to the general public who are accidentally subjected to
ionizing radiation through the improper handling, stor-
age, transportation, disposal of radioactive materials, or
the improper installation and maintenance of apparatus
emitting ionizing radiation.

2. An Act further defining Stillborn Children
for the Purposes of Vital Statistics.

The purpose of this proposed change in General Laws,
chapter 46, section 9, is to clarify the definition of a
“live birth.” No definition of a live birth is included in
the General Laws, as a live birth is considered the con-
verse of a “still birth.” The national definition of a
“live birth” states that a foetus which shows any one of
the three specified criteria shall be deemed alive. There-
fore the Department deems it necessary to clarify the
definition of a stillbirth as a foetus in which none of the
criteria is present.

The change in the law would tend towards more ade-
quate reporting of stillbirths and live births in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and would allow for a more
accurate comparison of Massachusetts statistics with
those from federal sources and from other States.

L An Act providing for the Acquisition by Pur-
chase, Lease or Otherwise op a Building or
Buildings, or in Lieu Thereof, if expedient,
an Adequate Area of Land with Authority to
ERECT THEREON A BUILDING FOR USE AND OCCUPA-
TION by the Department of Public Health, its
Divisions and Laboratories.

Over a period of years the Department has indicated
its need for increased and unified headquarters. Although
previous legislation filed by the Department authorizing
it to construct a new building has not succeeded, the
Department feels that an emergency exists. It is im-
perative that a headquarters for the Department housing
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various divisions and laboratories be located in an area
which is not a prime target in case of enemy action.
Since the Department has been assigned by Executive
Order No. 3 as a sponsoring agency for the Medical and
Health Division of Civil Defense, and since the Commis-
sioner of Public Health is ex officio the head of the Medical
and Health Division, it is necessary to have a head-
quarters which will be able to operate in case of such a
catastrophe. For these reasons and because the over-
crowded and scattered offices of the Department do not
permit efficient operation in normal times, not to mention
in times of disaster, and since physicians, members of
boards of health and members of the General Court have
great difficulty in finding the various division and section
offices of the Department in order to obtain advice relative
to specific health matters, it is urged that the Department
be authorized to purchase a site, plan and construct suit-
able headquarters, or to buy an existing building suitable
for this purpose.


