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Accompanying the second recommendation of the Commissioner

of Public Health (House, No. 82). Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act further defining stillborn children for

THE PURPOSES OF VITAL STATISTICS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 9of chapter 46 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 113 of the acts of
3 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 line 23, the words “, no action of heart and” and in-
-5 serting in place thereof the words: or no action of
6 heart or, —so as to read as follows: Section 9.
7 A physician or registered hospital medical officer shall
8 forthwith, after the death of a person whom he has
9 attended during his last illness, at the request of an

10 undertaker or other authorized person or of any mem-
-11 ber of the family of the deceased, furnish for regis-
-12 tration a standard certificate of death, stating to the
13 best of his knowledge and belief the name of the de-
-14 ceased, his supposed age, the disease of which he died,
15 defined as required by section one, where same was
16 contracted, the duration of his last illness, when last
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17 seen alive by the physician or officer and the date of
18 his death. A physician or officer attending at the birth
19 of a child dying immediately thereafter, or a physician
20 or officer attending at the birth of a child born dead,
21 shall forthwith furnish for registration a certificate,
22 stating that to the best of his knowledge and belief
23 such child either died immediately after birth or was
24 bom dead. Both the birth and death of such child
25 shall be recorded and, if it was born dead, the word
26 “stillborn”, shall be entered in both the record of
27 birth and death. A stillborn child shall be deemed to
28 be a foetus born after a period of gestation of not less
29 than twenty weeks, in which foetus there is no at-
-30 tempt at respiration or no action of heart or no move-
-31 ment of voluntary muscle. A physician or any such
32 officer neglecting or refusing to make such certificate
33 or making a false statement therein shall forfeit not
34 more than fifty dollars.


