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By Mr. Carr of Boston, petition of William F. Carr for legislation
relative to the use by certain persons of the prefix ‘‘Doctor” or “Dr.”
in connection with their names. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One

An Act relative to the use by persons of the prefix

“doctor” or “dr.” in connection with their
NAMES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 89 the following section:
3 Section 89A. No person licensed in this common-
-4 wealth to practice medicine, surgery, dentistry,
5 optometry, osteopathy, chiropody or veterinary sur-
-6 gery, or any two or more of such professions, and no
7 persons specifically permitted by law to practice the
8 curing, healing or remedying of ailments, defects or
9 diseases of body or mind with or without a license,

10 shall use the prefix “Doctor” or “Dr.” in connection
11 with his name in any letter, business card, advertise-
-12 ment, prescription blank, sign or public listing or
13 display of any nature whatsoever, without affixing
14 thereto suitable words or letters clearly designating
15 the degree held by such person or the particular type
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16 of practice in which such person is engaged, which
17 designation shall represent the profession such person
18 is authorized to practice by license or privilege under
19 the laws of this commonwealth. Nothing contained
20 in this section shall prohibit the use of such prefix
21 by any person holding the degree of doctor of letters,
22 doctor of science, doctor of law, doctor of divinity or
23 doctor of philosophy; provided, that such person
24 does not practice the curing, healing or remedying of
25 ailments, defects or diseases of body or mind. Who-
-26 ever violates the provisions of this section shall be
27 punished by a fine of not more than five hundred
28 dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six
29 months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.


