
HOUSE . . . . No. 321
By Mr. Putnam of Needham, petition of Harold Putnam for the

appointment of a special commission (including members of the
General Court) to study problems of institutional care for the helpless
aged. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

Resolve providing for a study by a special com-
mission of institutional care for the helpless

AGED.

1 Resolved, That a special commission on problems of
2 the helpless aged is hereby created, to consist of foiu
3 members of the house of representatives, two from
4 each political party; three members of the senate,
5 not more than two of whom shall be from the same
6 political party; two members to be appointed by the
7 governor, at least one of whom shall be a doctor of
8 medicine or psychiatry; the commissioner of public
9 health, or a representative of his department, ap-

10 pointed by him; the commissioner of mental health,
11 or a representative of his department appointed by
12 him; and the commissioner of public welfare, or a
13 representative of his department appointed by him.
14 Said commission shall investigate: (1) present
15 facilities available in the commonwealth for the care
16 and treatment of the helpless aged; (2) the commit-
-17 ment to mental institutions of persons whose troubles
18 arise from senility and not from previous mental
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19 incapacities; (3) the relative responsibilities of the
20 federal, state and local governments, and of immediate
21 relatives for the care of the helpless aged; (4) the
22 possibility of establishing state or community facili-
-23 ties for the helpless aged, which will encourage con-
-24 tinned usefulness and discourage dreary custodial
25 confinement.
26 Such legislation as may be necessary shall be filed
27 with the clerk of the house not later than the first
28 Wednesday in December, nineteen hundred and
29 fifty-one.
30 For the purposes of this resolve, said recess com-
-31 mission may expend such sums as may hereinafter be
32 appropriated therefor.


