
HOUSE .... No. 574
By Mr. Brennan of Boston (by request), petition of Cornelius T.

Kiley for legislation to amend An Act to provide housing for veterans
of World War 11. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-One.

An Act concerning the disposition of certain vet-

erans’ HOUSING.

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing exists in
2 many of the cities and towns of the commonwealth
3 and on account of such shortage many veterans of
4 World War II are unable to obtain shelter for them-
-5 selves and their families, and this shortage is likely to
6 continue for a substantial period of time; and in-
-7 ability to obtain adequate shelter will cause suffering
8 and disease among such veterans and their families
9 unless such shortage is relieved, therefore this act is

10 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
11 immediate preservation of the public health and
12 convenience.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

6 of chapter 372 of the acts1 Paragraph (3) of secti
2 of 1946, as appearing ii

Cfte Commontoealti) of 90assadbusctt0

section 1 of chapter 479 of
>v amended bv striking out,the acts of 1947, is
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4 in the seventh sentence, the words “lease or tenancy’’
5 and inserting in place thereof the words: or con-
-6 veyance of any lesser interest, —so as to read as
7 follows: (3) Constructing single-family, two-family
8 or multi-family residence on such parcels, suitable
9 for dwelling units for veterans, and renting such

10 dwelling units to veterans at reasonable rates; pro-
-11 vided, that after the termination of the present emer-
-12 gency, as defined in section two, and no later than one
13 year after such termination, unless the state board of
14 housing shall approve a postponement to a later date
15 or dates, such residences shall be offered for sale at
16 the fair market value thereof and disposed of as
17 rapidly as is consistent with sound business judgment.
18 An urban redevelopment corporation established
19 under chapter one hundred and twenty-one A of the
20 General Laws may purchase such residences from a
21 city or town. No such construction shall be under-
-22 taken under this paragraph unless the state board of
23 housing shall have approved the plans and layout, the
24 estimated cost, the proposed method of financing and
25 a detailed estimate of expenses and revenue. A city
26 or town may sell a single-family or two-family resi-
-27 dence to a veteran or veterans prior to the termination
28 of the present emergency with the approval of the
29 state board of housing. A city or town may grant to
30 a veteran or veterans leasing a single-family or two-
-31 family residence under this paragraph an option to
32 purchase said residence at the time when it is required
33 to be offered for sale, or at an earlier date with the
34 approval of the state board of housing at the actual
35 cost thereof, and may agree that the rentals paid by
36 him or them, to the extent that they exceed his or
37 their proportionate share of the cost of operating the



HOUSE1951.] No. 574 3

38 development in which the residence is located, includ-
-39 ing insurance, interest on money borrowed and re-
-40 pairs but not including an allowance for depreciation,
41 or an amount equivalent to taxes, if such property
42 were not tax exempt, from the date of such agreement
43 until the option is exercised, shall be deemed pay-
-44 ments on account of the purchase price. Every offer
45 of sale shall be at a minimum price fixed by the state
46 board of housing and every sale shall be subject to the
47 approval of said board. Any sale or conveyance of
48 any lesser interest under this act may be made or
49 created by the housing authority, board or officer
50 authorized to carry out the provisions of this act on

51 behalf of such city or town without the necessity of
52 public auction and without the necessity of any other
53 action on behalf of such city or town, any other pro-
-54 vision of law to the contrary notwithstanding. The
55 provisions of section twenty-six I of chapter one
56 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws, inserted
57 by section one of chapter five hundred and seventy-four
58 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, appli-
-59 cable to the housing authority law and to housing
60 authorities, shall, so far as apt, be applicable to this
61 act and to housing authorities, boards and officers
62 authorized to carry out the provisions of this act.
63 The real estate and tangible personal property of a

64 city or town acquired, held or constructed under this
65 act shall be deemed to be public property used for
66 essential public and governmental purposes and shall
67 be exempt, from taxation and from betterments and
68 special assessments. A city or town, with the ap-
-69 proval of the state board of housing, may sell or other-
-70 wise dispose of any land acquired by it for the pur-

-71 poses of this act which it determines is in excess of or
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72 no longer required for such purposes. Whenever a
73 housing authority has acquired the location of a pro-
-74 posed project for the clearance of a substandard area
75 for providing low-rent housing for families of low
76 income under the pertinent provisions of chapter one
77 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws, and
78 has not completed such housing on such location
79 during a period of not less than four years after the
80 acquisition of the major portion thereof, the city or
81 town in which such location is situated may take such
82 location by eminent domain for the purposes of this
83 section, but the provisions of chapter one hundred
84 and twenty-one of the General Laws relating to the
85 construction of buildings shall remain applicable to
86 any housing erected thereon under this section.


